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LETTERS OF TEASSMITTAL. 



OfPICB of tub ClllEP OJ.^ EUGINEEBS, 

Washington, D, V., July 21, 1870, 
Sir: Oapt. William Ludlow, Corps of Euginccrs, Cliief Engineer Department of Dakota, hits 
snbmitted to this office a copy of the report of liis reconnaissaaee from Oarroll, Jroutana Territory, 
ou the Upper Missouri, to the Yellowstone National Park, and return, made in the summer of 1875. 
It eui braces the reports of reconnaiasauces by Lieut. E. E. Thompson, Sixth Infantry, and scientific 
reports by Messrs. George Bird Grinnell, Edward S. Dana, and E. P. Whitfield. 

I have respectfully to recommend that the report be printed at the Uovernnient Printing- 
office, and that 1,500 copies be furnished ou the usual requisition. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. A. DuJirnuicYs, 
liri(/. Qeu. und Chief of Engimerf. 
Uon. J, ]), Gajiekon, 

Secretary of War. 

Approved by the Secretary of War; 

II, T. OliOKBY, 



WAii Department, July 21, 1870. 



Chief OteH: 



flEADQUARTBES DePAETMBKT OF DAKOTA, 

Office of tub Chief Engihebe, 

Saint Paul, Atinn., March 1, 1870. 
SiE : I have the honor to forward herewith a copy of my report of the reconnaissance of last 
summer from Carroll, Mout., over the Carroll road, to Camp Baker, Mont., thence to Fort Ellis, 
Mont., including a brief tour through the Yellowstone National Park, and the return journey to 
Carroll. Accompanying my report, for incorporation therewith, are those of Messrs. Grinnell and 
Dana, which will be found both interesting and valuable. 

A map of the reconnaissance is presented, which shows the authorities used, in addition to my 
own field-notes, which were made as complete as possible. Two sketches are added, one of the 
Judith Basin and the other of the Upper Geyser Basin, to be inserted in the proper places in the 
report. 

A set of astronomical observations at Carroll, Camp Lewis, and Camp Eater, three priucipal 
points on the Carroll road, are furnished ; also a tabular statement of latitudes, longitudes, distances, 
r&c, and a list of distances on the Missouri Eiver, from a survey by the United States Bouudary 
Commission. The region included within the limits of the Yellowstone Park is, for its area, the 
most interesting in the world. It is situated at the very heart of the continent, where the hidden 
pulses can, as it were, be seen and felt to beat, and the closely-written geological pages constitute 
■A book which, being interpreted, will expose many of the mysterious operations of nature. My 
own interest in this land of wonder is so keen as to lead me again to hope that it will be protected 
from the vandalism from which it Jias already suffered, and that the suggestion of an accurate 
topographical and geological survey, to complete the work so well inaugurated by Professor Hayden, 
may be made the subject of favorable consideration and recommendation bythoChief of Engineers. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

V\'iLLiA]\i Ludlow, 

Capiaia of Engineers. 
The Chief of Emgineees, U. S. A., 

Washington, D. C. 
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GENEIUL REPOET. 



Headquarteks J^epahtmbnt of Uakota, 

Office of Chief Engineer, 

Saint Paul, Minn., February 1, 1870. 

Sir: I bave the honor to submit herewith my report of the recoiiiiaiasaiice from Carroll, Mont., 
to Camp Baker, thence to Fort Ellis and the Yollowatone National Park, made during the months 
of July, August, and Septemher, 1875, in accordance with the instructions given in Special Orders 
No. 110, dated Headquarters Department of Dakota, Saint Paul, Minn,, June 14, 1875. 

My report includea those of Mr. George Bird Grinnell on the paleontology and zoSIogy and of 
Mr. Edward S. Dana on the geology of the region traversed. These reports will be found highly 
interesting and valuable. Drawings of fossils collected by Mr. Griunell form a portion of his report. 

Lieut. K. E. Thompson's report of the trip to the Judith Basin, and of the return from Carroll to 
Ellis, are also submitted; Lieutenant Thompson's topographical work having been incorporated in 
the general map. 

A map of the route pursued is presented on a scale of sis miles to the ineh, and a tabular 
statement is appended to the report, giving the astronomically-determined positions of important 
points, tables of distance, instrumental observations, &c. 

The determinations of Forts Shaw and Ellis are those of Lieut. F. V. (Ireene, Corps of Engi- 
neers, who was at those posts last summer on duty connect-ed with the United States Boundary 
Commission. His labors obviated the necessity for my going to Fort Shaw {which would have 
consumed some valuable time), and also saved me additional delay at Fort Ellis, at which place, 
out of six days I spent there, rain fell continuously for five. 

The position of Fort Benton and the map of the Missouri lliver below that post are from the 
survey of the same officer, under direction of Capt. William J, Twining, Corps of Engineers, chief 
astronomer of the Boundary Commission, who with his party descended the river from Benton to 
Bismarck in Mackinac boats, at the close of the season's operations in 1874, carefully mapping it, 
and establishing almost daily astronomical stations. The river distances determined by this survey 
show an enormous reduction from the crude and exaggerated estimates given in existing tables, 
and which have heretofore been accepted as fair approximations. Above Benton, the river is from 
the various published authorities collated, and as far as possible reconciled. 

The topography adjoining the route is from the fleld-uotes of the reconnaissance. 

Sketches of the Judith and Upper Geyser Basins are given in the body of the report, also from 
field-notes. 

The general topography of the Yellowstone Park is mainly taken from the published maps of 
Dr. Haydenand Captain Jones; using, however, my own latitudes wherever good observations were 
taken. This, however, was but seldom, since showers fell every day but one that we were in the 
park, and the nights were almost invariably cloudy. 

Inasmuch as no one who has seen this interesting region can fail to be deeply solicitous tor its 
care and preservation, I am impelled to express a hope for favoc.ible consideration from the depart- 
ment commander of the remarks and suggestions in relation thereto. 
2 W 
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10 EECOSSAISSAKCE FEOM CARROLL, MONTANA, 

1 left Saint Paul on tlie ovouiug of June 30, in obedience to Special Orders No, 110, series of 1875, 
Departnre irnm fi'om headquartcrs Department of Dakota, and proceeded, via the Northern Pacific 
sajniT>aui. Hailroad, to Bismarck, its western terminus, ou the Missouri River. 

ISpeoinl Orders No. 1J<1.] 

HE*D(JUAHTBRa DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA, 

Saint Paul, Hinn., Jtme 14, 1875. 
Capt. William Ludlow, chief engiiietii' of tbo (I op art me ot, will,oa July 1 proKJmo, proceed, via the Northern Pacific 
Knilruad aud the Missouri Elver, to C»rroU, Mout., and make a recooDaiaiuiDoe of the route from 
tLat place to Camp Baker. Haviug completed this duty, he wilt proceed to the several posts in 
the district of MoiitaiDa<, and determitie their latitudes and lougitudea. He will also, if time permits, make a recoii- 
DaiBsauce fl'oni Fort Ellis to the yoSlowBtoiie Park. Captain Ludlow is anthorized to take with him his assistant and 
the enlisted men of engineers nnder his command. He is also authorized to take with him a geologist and such other 
scientific gentlemen, not exceeding four in all-, as may desire to accompany his party. The conimanditig ofBcer of the 
District of Montana will furnish escorts to Captain Ludlow from point to point, wherever, in his jndgivient, it may be 
necessary, sending a party to Carroll for that purpose ; the transportation beiug sufficient to fornish one wagon, one 
ambulance, and five saddle-horses for iiao of Captain Ludlow's party. 
By command of Brigadier-General Terry : 

O. D. GlllBBKK, 

Jsaisiant Adjataat-Gen^al, 
(Speoiol Ordtra Ko. ISI,] 



Ordetg, 



III. The Qiiartermaater's Departoient will eniiiloy one civilian gnido and aoout to accompany the p 
under Capt. William Lndlo\y, United Slates Engineers, anthorized in Department Special Orders No. 110, current 
series. He will bo paid at the rate of pb per month for the time he is actually employed, and will bo furnished with 
transportation hy steamboat for himself and horse from Bismarck to Carroll and return. The acting assistant qaarter- 
mast-er at Fort Abraham Lincoln will take him up on his " Report of persons and atricles." 

IV. Second Lieut. E. E. Thompson, Sisth Infantry, will report to Capt. William Ludlow, Engineer Corps, for dnty 
as topographer, with the reconnaissance undur the latter-named otficer, authorized by Special Orders No. 110, current 
series, from these headtiuarters. 

By command of Briga^lier-Goneral Terry; 

O. D. GliKKNK, 

Assielaiit Adjatattt-General. 
My party eonsisted (beside my brother, Mr. Edwin Lndlow, of New York, and assistant, Mr. W. 
Composition of tie ^- Wood) of Messrs. George Bird GriniiellandEdward S. Dana, both of Yale Col- 
p""?- lege, who had come out to Saiut Paul upon my invitation for the purpose of join- 

ing me. 

The.se gentlemen traveled at their own expense, receiving no compensation for their services ; and 
Mfsara. Griuneii I cauHot but coHsider myself extremely fortunate in having induced them to 
and ^BCTmpffliaXd accompany me as special assistants. Mr. Grinnell would report upon the paleon- 
flSBfstanis. tology and zoology and Mr. Dana upon the geology of the country passed over. 

The reports attest their zeal and industry, as well as the fullness of their qualiflcatious for, and 
eonsoientioas devotion to, their volnutarily-assumed taslis. 

Special Orders Mo, 121 directed my detachment of engineer soldiers, consisting of Sergeants 
Becker and Wilson and five men, to report to me at Carroll for surveying purposes. 

At Bismarck, the party was increased by the addition to it of Lieut. II. E, Thompson, Sixth In- 
tiflutenantTiionip- fantry, who was to accompany it as topographer and general assistant, and of 
^dTldd^'^A^fTe Gharies Reynolds, a well-known frontiersman, who waste act as guide and hunter 
J'*'''^* for the expedition. 

Theiustruments taken ou the trip were a small Wiirdemann transit-theodolite. No. 9i; a Spencer 
Browning & Oo. 'a sextant, No. 6536 ; aGambay&Sonreiiecting-circle,No. 212; and 
on the recoHnais- two chrouometers^ a mean solar of Arnold & Dent, No. 1362, and a sidereal of Bond 
& Sons, No. 202. These instrnments, with the exception of the circle, had been 
used on the reconnaissance to the Black Hills of the previous season, and were known to be good. 
In addition were four odometers, two thermometers, two aneroid barometers, and an odometer- cart, 
constructed for the purpose of measuring distances. 
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TO YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK. 11 

The partj, after three days' deteution at Bismarck, embarked on the steamer Josephine the even- 
ing of July 5, and sailed early on the morning of the 6fch. Directions had been LeateBtsmarokon 
given Sergeant Beclier to make a survey of the river while going up. This was *''* Josephine. 
continued duriug the day; but as night fell, and the boat continued to ran, it was fonnd impossible 
to take the necessary compass-bearings to points in advance. 

Fort Stevenson, eighty-four miles from Bismarck, was reached at midnight. Hero Lieutenant 
Thompson and Reynolds landed for the purpose of procuring some necessary port Stevenson, 
articles, intending to join the boat again at Fort Berthold, which, although twenty- ^■^' 
five miles above Stevenson by water, is only seven or eight miles by land. 

July 1. — At 5 a. m., the boat reached BerthoUl, and stopped for two hours to land some freight, 
and Lieutenant Thompson and Reynolds again came on board. Berthold is the Fort BBctiioirt 

agency for the combined tribes of Kees, G-ros Ventres, and Mandans, who occupy 
in common a village built ou the north bank of the river, surrounding an old stockade of the North- 
western Fur Company, which had formerly a trading-post here. At that early hour, the village was 
still asleep, and a stroll through it resulted only in arousing the numerous Indian curs that with 
snarls and threatening aspect resented the intrusion. 

July 8. — Was hot and uneventful. Toward afternoon, the mosquitoes became more and more 
troublesome, and at night forbade sleep. About 11 p. m., the boat was stopped for the purpose of 
lauding Reynolds (who had his horse with him), and dispatching him in advance to Fort Buford, 
with a note to the post-quartermaster for supplies and one to the post-surgeon. A member of the 
party had been severely attacked with a disorder brought on by the heat and the effect of the river. 
water, which it is injudicions for one nnacenstomed to its use to indulge in freely. 

July 9. — Arrived at Buford, three hundred miles above Bismarck, at 3 a. m. The surgeon, Dr. 
Middleton, kindly eame down at once and announced that the invalid was suffer- FortBnforci Dak 
ing from a sharp attack, and that it would be in a high degree dangerous for him 
to proceed. I made preparations at once to go ashore and remain until the next succeeding boat, 
which would pass in a week or ten days, should enable me to continue the journey. ^^^ ^^ uufurd 

Meanwhile Lieutenant Thompson would be in charge of the party, and instruc- 
tions were given him to proceed to Carroll and examine thoroughly the neighboring country. A 
full opportunity would at the same time be afforded to determine the latitude and UButenaDtThooni- 
longitude of Carroll as a starting-point for the survey of the Carroll road, thence son aua party go™ 
to Camp Baker, which might then be proceeded with imiuediately on my arrival. 

July 16. — The Josephine returned to Buford from Carroll, having safely landed the party, and 
brought a note from Lieuteuaut Thompson to the effect that the Indians had been News fnnn Cwrou 
very troublesome on the Carroll road, had run off a drove of forty nniles belong- rweiY^d at Buford. 
ing to the Transportation Company, and had even boldly invaded Carroll and attempted to steal 
horses from the picket-rope. 

I received information also that three recruits of a large detachment which bad recently gone 
up the river, destined for Fort Shaw, had been killed in the immediate vicinity of Camp Lewis, sev»- 
enty-flve miles out of Carroll. 

Under the circumstances, and feeling someapprehensionfor the safety of the party, which had 
an escort of ten men only, it was weary waiting at Buford for the next boat up, the arrival of which 
was delayed from various causes, until I had nearly determined upon the overland trip of two hun- 
dred and seventy-five miles to Carroll, dangerous as this would have been, on account of the activity 
of the Indians and their large numbers in the vicinity of Fort Peck. However, the start agaiu outhe 
Key West at last arrived, on the morning of the 23d; and, hastily getting on ^'^^ '**'''^*- 
board, the journey was resumed. Wolf Point, the Assiniboineagency, was reached at 10 p. m. of 
the 2ith, and Fort Peck, the general up-river agency for the Sioux, on the evening of the 25th. 

Peck, one hundred and eighty miles above Buford by wat«r, stands on a narrow plateau of the 
north bank of the river, almost overhung by the hills in rear. The buildings are f up k 

of logs, one story, and inclosed within a stockade. This agency is the most consid- 
erable on the Missouri River, I was informed that from 8,000 to 10,000 people were fed there. 

The distance to the hostile camps of Sitting Bull on the Yellowstone is not much in excess of 
one hundred miles, and intercourse is easy and not infrequent. It seems more than probable that 
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12 EECONI^AIBSANCE FROM OAREOLL, MONTANA, 

in order to make up the large number which it is claimed is furnishod with food and clothing from 
thia agency, the Indians of the Yellowstone must he inclnded, the attitvide of whom is one of vigi- 
lant and unvarying hostility to all white men. 

July 26. — Left Port Pecli at 3 a. m. Up to this point, the character of the river and its valley 
chamcior of tbo appeared to be meaanrably unchanged, a broad, rapid, and turbid stream, about 
'''™''- three feet deep in the channel, cutting into its banks at eyery turn, sand-bars fre- 

quently appearing in the muddy bed ; the valley heavily timbered with oottonwood, and well defined 
by hills. Above Peck, the bed of tlie stream became more gravelly, the channel consequently more 
stable, and the water somewhat clearer. The river narrowed to a width of from 150 to 300 yards; 
the clay bluffs from 150 to 600 feet in height, more closely approached the banks, and became 
exceedingly barren and unattractive, of dark-gray hue and ashen texture, with thin alkaline streaks 
near the base. Small plates of selenite scattered over the surface glittered in the sun, and the 
grass was exceedingly poor and scanty. As we advanced, small cedars appeared on the higher 
elevations, and game became more abundant. Glimpses of deer half-concealed in the shrubbery were 
frequently caught; large bands of elk were seen in the timbered "points;" and tlie shore of the river 
was everywhere dotted with the footprints of wild animals. 

Three buffalo crossed the river in advance of the boat. One was killed and hoisted on deck ; 
some Indians who bad come on board at Wolf Point greedily appropriating the refuse portions. 
Just beforesundowu,aherdof seventy five or eighty biiffalo were seen dashing down .the left bank 
A herd of bnftsio '^^ eager pursuit of three in advance, who had already entered the water and were 
oroaaing tue river. half- Way across the Stream. The herd at once plunged in, and it was soon evident 
that the boat would intercept them. They kept on, however ; the calves, of which there were sev- 
eral, swimming by the lower side of the cows, and all making strenuous efforts to overtake the 
leaders, who had meanwhile climbed the opposite bank. The stupid animals only turned back 
when the foremost actually struck the boat with their heads, and then, with bovine snorts and bel- 
lowings, they heaped together and climbed upon each other in desperate fright, within a few feet 
of us. It would have been butchery to kill them, especially as we did not need the beef, and they 
were allowed to escape unhurt. 

July 27. — Carroll was reached at 7 p. m. I found a note from Lieateuant Tliompson to the effect 
carron Mout *'^**' *'^^ viclulty of Oarroll had been examined and the necessary observations 

taken; and, finding that forage and rations were liecoming scarce, it had been 
determined to proceed on the road toward Camp Baker in order to save delay. 

A courier was dispatched to Camp Lewis for escort and transportation by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Otis, assistant inspector- general of the department, who was en route to Helena, and we awaited 
the reply. 

Oarroll is a frontier " town " of perhaps twenty or twenty-five log buildings, on the south bank of 
the river, six hundred and forty miles above Bismarck and one hundred and sixty-five miles below 
Port Benton, the limit of navigation on the Upper Missouri. The town is situated on a timbered 
pkitean 15 or 20 feet above the level of the stream at low water, in the river-valley, which is some 
800 to 900 feet in depth, with steep clay slopes covered with pine. It owes its existence to its being 
the terminus of the road recently opened from Helena, and the point at which freights are trans- 
ferred to and from the boats. 

Montana has long suffered from its isolation and from the want of an outlet for its productions. 
Until the opening of the Oarroll road, the only regulaf communication with the outer world was by 
the road from Helena to Corinne, on the Union Pacific Railroad, a distance of over four hundred 
Tlie cnrroii route '^^^ ^^^7 miles. The distance from Helena to Carroll is more than two hundred 
from HHieiia. miles less than this, a difference which, to the heavy bull-trains averaging only 

twelve or thirteen miles per day, represents a saving of fifteen or sixteen days in time. The Mis- 
souri River as far up as Carroll is generally navigable for the flat-bottomed stern-wheel boats that 
ply upon it until some time in October ; and it is evident that by the aid of a connection at Bis- 
marck with the Northern Pacific an important and valuable outlet for the wealth of the Territory 
has been discovered, available from the opening of navigation in the spring. until quite late in the 
fall, a period of over five months. 
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TO YELLOWSTOSE NATIONAL PARK. 13 

In addition to the etieouragemeiit to the indastries of Montana, a large saving can be made by 
the Goverament in the cost of tvanspovtiiig its troops and supplies for the up-river and Montana posts 
by the use of this ronte. These considerations, supported by the necessity for maintaining troops to 
act as a check upon the lawlessness of the large nunlber of Indians annually congregating in the 
vicinity of Fort Peck, constitute an appeal to the Government to protect the road against forays by 
the Indians, an obligation which is recognized in the distribution of troops along the line of the 
road. At Camp Baker, flfty-two miles east of Helena, is a permanent garrison of Military poats on 
two companies of infantry; at the forks of the Musselshell, flfty-six miles farther ti'° c^Hiiii coad. 
east, is a summer camp of two companies of infantry and one of cavalry ; at the Judith Gap, thirty 
miles farther, is a detachment of eighteen or twenty men ; and at Camp Lewis, thirty miles farther 
autl seventy-flv-e miles out of Carroll, is another summer ganison of two companies of infantry, 
from which a small detachment guards the stage-station at Box Elder, forty miles out of Carroll- 
These posts can conveniently receive their supplies from Carroll. 

If, in addition to the garrison at the forks of the Musselshell aud Camp Lewis, a force of cavalry, 
sufficiently large to patrol the road and push reconnaissances south and east, could snBKestionB as to 
be established between Camp Lewis and the Judith Gap, — and in this range the Jjlt cmri ™ro^^ "" 
requisites of wood, water, and grass are both excellent and abundant, — the route 
could be made as permanently safe as any other highway, and such loss of property and life as 
occurred last summer be prevented. The truth of the general proposition cannot, I sajigeationa aa to 
think, be questioned that the settlements of Montana can best be protected by Sonti^na" "aevaa- 
troops removed from their immediate vicinity and pushed out toward the sources loenta. 
whence hostile incursions are to be apprehended. 

JulySQ. — The stage 'came in an early hour, bringing word from the commanding officer at Camp 
Lewis that, much as he desired to do so, he had no transportation or men that he could possibly 
se.nd. Colonel Otis therefore hired such transportation as could be obtained in 
Carroll ; and securing a few rifles and rounds of ammunition, we started soon after 
midday, our escort being half a dozen unarmed recruits, en route to Shaw. 

The road out of Carroll leadsupalongsharpridge to the west, constantly ascending, with many 
turns, until an altitude of over nine hundred feet above the "town" is attained ; the view thence 
was wide and varied. Up and down the river, the valley, sinuous and green, its steep slopes scored 
by deep ravines, could be traced for many miles. Bordering that, the tumbled Bad Lands on the 
south bank and the yellow prairie ou the north, and in the distance the various ranges of mount- 
ains in detached groups — the Bear's Paw, seventy miles to the north and west ; the Little Eockies, 
thirty miles north ; the Judith Mountains, forty miles south aud west ; with the Great and Little 
Moccasins close by, and the Snowies beyond. 

The road at first traversed a rolling, sterile prairie, gradually descending. Camp was made on 
Little Crooked Creek, thirteen miles from Carroll, and in what are called the Bad Lands, which 
extend out from Carroll for over thirty miles. The landscape is dreary to the last 

i .f Maiivoleea Xeprea, 

degree, with rolling and broken outlines. The soil throughout the region is a 
finely-ground clay of dark ashen hue and texture and irregularly strijied by dirty alkaline streaks. 
In the absence of rain, it is dry and dusty; but thoroughly wetted, it becomes a camp on Little 
greasy, slippery, fathomless mass of clinging mud, through which the straiuing Crooked creak. 
animals can hardly drag the heavily-weighted wheels. Wood is almost entirely wanting ; water 
is very scarce, and when found is alkaline and tepid. The vegetation is sage and cactus, with 
occasionally a little thin, poor grass. Bear camp two trains were encountered going in to Carroll j 
they halted for the night two or three miles behind us. 

July 31. — Camp was broken early, and thejourney resumed through the same enlivening scenery 
for twenty miles, crossing Crooked Creek, a sluggish alkaline stream, deefily cat into the dark-gray 
clay (where the sight of a patty of mounted Indians some miles away disturbed our lunch and 
started us on the road), to where the bounds of the Bad Lands were reached, and the road 
ascended upon bigh rolling prairie, over which a push of seven miles led into tke valley of Box 
Elder Creek, This is a stage-station, forty miles &om Carroll, where a guard of 
four soldiers is maintained from Lewis. The halting-place is marked by a log roitrmiieafromc™' 
cabin standing on the bank of the creek, a small stream of swift-ftowiug water, ™"' 
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wiiicli has its source in the slopes of the Judith Mountains, Duriug the day, two or three single 
buffalo were seen, and antelope had appeared from time to time since leaving Carroll. 

August 1. — The road led in a general southwest direction Eilong the northern foot-hills of- the 
mountains, which were eight to ten milea distant, rising steep and wooded to the height of some 
2,000 feet. The road was good, although somewhat hilly, the grass fair, and the creeks, several 
of which we crossed, were all bright little streams of good water. As we advanced, the mountains 
began to define themselves. The Little and Greater Moccasins separated from the Judith and from 
each other, between thera appearing the distant Ilighwoods, with patches of snow; the Snowies, 
to the south, also snow-crowned ; and, separating, them from the Little Belt, could be seen the 
depression which marks the Judith G-ap. The road tbllows the western flank of the Judith, at the 
southwest extremity of which, on the bauks of Big Spring Creek, finally appeared the garrison-flag 
CttJiip tewia, on ^^d the white tents of Camp Lewis, thiroy-five miles from Bos Elder. The camp 
"o'lenw^flye ^"e^ ^^ Situated in the level valley of the creek, the garrison consisting of two com- 
trom CartQii. pauies of the Seventh Infantry, Captain Browning commanding. The creek, the 

main affluent of the Judith River, rises a few miles above Lewis, in a huge spring, from which the 
stream emerges, full-grown, with a rapid, tumultuous current of ice-cold water, abounding with the 
black-speckled mountain-tront. The course is northwest in a gravelly bed 15 or 20 feet wide and 
1 to 2 feet deep. Wood has in a great measure to be hauled by the garrison from the mountains, 
but the grass is rich and luxuriant. 

August 2. — Lewis is the second stage-station on the Carroll road, seventy-flve miles from the 
"town," We layover one day to rest the animals. 

AugtistS. — Took the road again at an early hour, ascending upon a partly level and rolling 
prairie fairly grassed over, where rapid progress, parallel to the Snowy Eauge, was made, crossing 
several fine creeks which rise in the Snowies and flow north and west into the Judith Eiver. 

The Judith Basin, a sketch of which is given, opened to the north and west, showing a fine, 
well-grassed, gently-rolling prairie, some fifty miles east and west and sixty miles 
north and south, of irregular diamond- shape, and inclosing about 1,500 square 
miles, from the borders of which rose, massive and detached, the encircling ranges,'the Judith, 
Snowy, Little Belt, and Highwoods. Throughout this elevated region (and more especially later 
in the Yellowstone Park), we had daily occasion to observe the marked depth and clearness of the 
coloring, owing, I presume, to the utter purity of the atmoephere; the colors of objects compara- 
tively near by seemed to possess an unsurpassable richness and reality, and even on distant mount- 
ains, seventy-flve or eighty miles away, while the colors were necessarily blended and their details 
lost, they exhibited a wondeitul tiauipareucy and distinctness, undimmed by the haze and vague- 
ness which u^u'iUy ob=cuie such distant objects'. It is this quality of the atmos- 
phere that fuimshes the chief beauty of the Judith Basin, which can hardly be 
termed a mountainous conntiy, although the various ranges grouped about it, and separated from 
each other by broad intervals, form the principal feature of the landscape. Painted in a clear, 
transparent purple upon the sky, and seeming hardly to rest upon the yellow prairie which forms 
80 flue a contrast, they look like massive islands in the tawny ocean that rolls against them. 

The basin will some day be a great stock-raising, and, by the aid of irrigation, an agricultural 
region. It has always been considered a fine hunting country, where game of all kinds could bo 
found, although we saw none, with the exception of a few antelope; thereceut presence of the Crow 
camp having driven it off. 

At Itoss's Pork of the Judith, near the gap, and tweuty-seven miles from Lewis, we met Lien- 
tenant Thompson, who liad come out from Baker with two spring-wagons to meet ua. Camp was 
made, with good grass and fair water ; wood scarce. 

August i. — Pulled out at 6 a. m. The road led directly through the gap. From the southeast 
extremity of the Little Belt Mountains rises a fine spring, flowing east at first, and then doubling 
back through the gap into Boss's Fork. 

The gap is formed by a depression five or six miles in width between the timbered Snowy and 

Belt Ranges. It constitutes the head of the Judith Basin ; to the sonth appearing 

a broad, level stretch of prairie, sloping down to the Musselshell, twenty or twcuty- 

flve miles distant. The Crow camp at the time we passed was said to be seven or eight miles to 
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the eastward, ou the aoiithem slope of the Snowies. We also heard that a tight had taken place 
two uights before between the Orows and a party of Sioax, and that a war-party of one hundred 
Sioux had passed subsequently through the gap, going northward. 

Einergiug from the gap, the road led west and south ov^er a dry, aterile, and dusty prairie, in the 
teeth of a blistering southwest gale, across Hoppley's Hole and Haymaker's and Daisy Dean Oreeks, 
into the valley of the Mussellshell, whose freshness and greenness and abnndance of ti mber aftbrded 
the strangest contrast to the country behind as. The hired teams were mortally weary, and had 
been with the greatest difflculty urged all day against the strong, hot wind. Released from har- 
ness, they ran to the bank and leaped bodily into the stream, thrusting their muz- camp on musmi- 
zles deep into the coo! water with great contentment. The river is twenty-five or ^''^" ^'^^'^' 
thirty feet wide, and ou the average seven or eight inches deep, of clear, rapid flow, over a gravelly 
bottom ; the valley level, wide, fertile, and richly grassed, with heavy clumps of timber on the low 
banks of the stream. 

August 5. — Made an early start, and at two or three miles from camx) came to the " forks" of the 
Musselshell, where the north and south branches unite. Here a raachman had Forks of the mus- 
established himself, raising cattle, and, by means of an irrigating-ditch, cultivating ^i'**"^'' 
some seventy-five or eighty acres in oats and wheat. Throughout Montana, owing to the very thor- 
ough drainage, the geueral altitude above the sea, and the prevailing dryness of the atmosphere, 
irrigation is essential to successful agriculture. 

A stage-station of the Carroll road is made at this rauch, sixty-five miles from Lewis and fifty- 
six miles from Baker. 

The road followed west and north ui)the North Pork, passing through arocky, wooded canon of 
considerable beauty. Here the road, overlooking the stream, whose windings it North Fork of ihe 
followed, and deeply shaded by pines, made a very agreeable drive, the more so ^"^sBieheii. 
that we were now beyond any danger from Indians. Emerging from the cation, the road led west 
and south over a high, roUiug, and hilly prairie. At the foot of a long dowu-grade lay Copperop- 
olis, which was found to consist of a mining-shaft and a deserted shanty. The HorthFortofneep 
North Pork of Deep Creek was reached at 4 p. m. and camp made. The creek '^''^^''^ 
abounded with trout, and the wood, water, and grass were plenty and good, 

August 6. — The road led down the valley of Deep Creek west and south to Brewer's Si)rings, 
where the luxuries of a hot bath, followed by a generous breakfast, were enjoyed. The waters well 
up freely, strongly impregnated with sulphur, from several springs, with temperatures varying from 
105'=' to 115° Fahrenheit. They are taken up in wooden pipes, aud introduced into Brewer's Hot sui- 
the bathing-houses. Tlie odor is at first unpleasant, but the water is soft and pin'cSprmga. 
thoroughly delightful to the skin. The color is a milky, cloudy blue, and soft, delicate filaments 
of sulphur adhere to the sides of the bath and stream from the mouths of the supplying-tubes. A 
small hotel has been built for the accommodation of visitors. At this point unite the two forks of 
Deep Greek, which, bearing the name of Smith's Eiver, flows here north and west past Camp Baker 
to join the Missouri. The Carroll road bifarcates, one branch going west over the Bifurcation oi the 
mountains, the other following the rich and fertile river-valley, which supports Ca"oii™*fl' 
thousands of cattle on its lush pasturage, untQ at sixteen and three-fourths miles from the springs 
the road reaches Camp Baker, where it deflects to the west, toward Helena, 

The post is an irregular-looking cluster of buildings planted in the midst of a level and stony 
plain, surrounded by mountains, upon which frequent patches of snow appear. ^.^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ 
An irrigating-ditch brings a current of water through the garrison, but hardly 
appears able to vivify the arid soil. The troops at Baker are two companies of the Seventh Infan- 
try, Major Preeman commanding. I found here my party awaiting me, and without loss of time 
made preparations for the trip to Ellis. The trausportation aud escort which had hitherto accom- 
panied the party had returned to Ellis, and as the road to that point was considered comparatively 
safe, a small force only was needed. 

August 7. — Pulled out at 8 a. m., with transportation consisting of two six-mule teams aud a 
four-mule ambulance, with saddle-horses for the party, and a sergeant and two men for guard and 
camp duty. There are two routes from Baker to Ellis : one, called the Duck Greek xwo routes ftom 
route, via the Missouri and Gallatin Valleys, is perfectly safe, being within the set- n,,,kertoFort£iiia. 
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tlemenfcs, but several miles longer tbaii the other, called the "outer" route, which, returuiug nearly 
to Brewer's Springs, goes up the South Fork of Beep Greek almost direot to Ellis, passing between 
the Oraay and Big Belt Mountains. From the springs south, the valley is at first broad and level 
and heavily grassed, the creek flowing northward. Many antelope were seen grazing in the mead- 
ows. Camp was made at 3.30 p. m, near a fresh, cold spring issuing from the hill- 
™^ * ' side on the east bank of the creek. The locality is the ordinary halting-place, 

twenty-seven miles out of Baker, and is called Moss Agate Springs. The grazing and water are 
excellent, but the supply of wood is small. 

August 8 Course continued nearly south up the valley. The creek gradually became smaller 

and finally was dry, "Sixteen-mile Creek", a branch of the Missouri, flowing a strong current west 
and south, was crossed eleven miles from camp, and the road beyond lay over a dry, yellow, gently- 
undulating prairie, which farther on grew more hilly, and became an interminable waste of sage- 
brush. j^The antelope were numerous during the day. Cottonwood Creek, a small branch of Shield's 
River, was crossed thirteen and a half miles from Sixteen-mile Creek. The water is pure and 
oanip on Tirimoii of plf^ity, aud the valloy well supplied with cotton- wood trees. Continuing, the sage- 
sbieids' mmr. brnsh still occupied the ground, and camp was finally made on a small creek flow- 

ing east, the valley of which furnished an ample supply of excelleut water and grass, and wood 
sufficient for camping purposes, Bridger Pass appeared seven or eight miles south of us, aiid 
Flathead Pass Spened to the westward tUtough the Big Belt Range. 

Augusts. — Pulled out at 6 a. m. The trail led into a broad valley, stretchiog eastward at the foot 
of the mountains, riehiy grassed, intersected by several small streams, and affording the finest pas- 
turage for three or four herds of cattle which were browsing in the meadow. These had probably 
been driven over the mountains from the Gallatin Valley for the summer. Crossing the valley 
brought us to the foothills of Bridger Pass, which, though much lower than the 
^ ' neighboring mountains, still gave promise of an arduous climb for the heavy 

wagons. A creek flows out of the pass, up the valley of which a road of fair grade could be easily 
constructed. In the absence of this, the trail climbs several steep hills in succession, alternately 
ascending and descending, but constantly rising, though with more thandouble the necessary labor, 
until at the summit of a long, sloping hog-back, falling steeply on both sides, a preliminary divide 
was reached, whence descent was made, following a small branch, into the valley of Brackett's 
, , ^ . Creek. This is a tributary of Shield's Eiver, flowing eastward and separating the 
group of mountains over which we bad passed from the main range, the pass 
through which still lay before us. Crossing the creek, the second ascent was found to be more 
gradual and less severe than the former, although of about equal altitude. Reaching the second 
summit, the descent began down the left bank of Bridger Creek, flowing southward. The peaks 
to.the west across the valley were lofty, varied in form, and from certain points 
ri ger ou . ^^ ^.^^ exceedingly fine. Huge patches of snow rested in the more sheltered 
places on their summits, and one conld begin to realize the altitude of 10,000 feet above the sea, 
which sufficed to maintain this wintry feature even under the clear, hot rays of the summer sun. 
The timber throughout the pass is pine, with various small woods in the creek bottoms. Grass is 
abundant, even among the timber, and the brooks are bright mountain- streams constantly fed from 
the snow-fields above, and abounding with trout. Elk and deer are numerous, though they are 
driven from the immediate vicinity of the trail by frequent ti-avel and possibly by the flies, which in 
great numbers and varieties proved a serious annoyance to the cattle. Still following Bridger 
Creek, the roiid made a long bend to the south and west, around the base of Bridger Mountain, into 
the main valley, which turns west to join that of the Gallatin. Crossing the creek, the trail wound 
over a range of hills, and descended into the valley of the North Gallatin, upon 
East Fori ni GaJia- the south bank of which, three or four miles farther west. Fort Ellis is situated. 
The Bozeman Pass road, leading east and south to the Yellowstone, climbs the 
hill-side opposite to where the road reaches the river. 

Fort lilllis stands near the head of the Gallatin Valley, for the defense of which it was constructed. 
It appears as an assemblage of log houses, irregularly placed from frequent additions, of uninviting 
exterior, but comfortable within. The garrison. General Sweitzer commanding, includes four com- 
panies of the Second Cavalry and one of the Seventh Infantry; but during the summer the mounted 
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troops are required to guard the passes and make frequent scouts, sometimes of considerable extent, 
and hence spend but little time in garrison. At the date of my arrival, two companies were absent, 
one scouting, the other acting as escort to the party of the Secretary of War in the Yellowstone 
Park, while a third was preparing for the field, and started early next morning. 

August 10. — Employed the day in prepai'ations for the trip to the park. The greater portion of 
the necessary pack-animals were then in the park, and my arrival was fortunately prenarations foe 
timed, since they were on the return, and expected back in two or three days. By tie trip infotbeJTei- 
advancing to meet them, double that time could be saved. Accordingly, the bag- 
gage was reduced to the smallest possible amount. Ail trunks and boxes were left behind, and the 
necessary articles put into canvas sacks, brought from Saint Paul for the purpose. Tents were dis- 
carded and only tent-flies carried. The instruments were carefully rolled in bundles of bedding, 
and the basket containing the chronometers strapped to the spring-seat of the odometer-cart 
Biding- animals were obtained and a. six-mule team secured to carry the baggage and stores until 
the pack-train should be met. Toward evening we went into camp about three r i c k 

miles southeast from Ellis, on Coal or Rocky Cafion Creek, a small afftuent of the *™p™ 
Gallatin, uniting with it near the fort. 

August 11. — Broke camp at 6 a. m., and proceeded across the creek and up its valley. The 
trail followed the creek-bottom, crossing it several times, and over a rocky, hilly . 
road, through a ca.iion of considerable grandeur, shaded by lofty, precipitous lime- 
stone pinnacles. The general course was south and east, up the east bank of the creek, gradually 
ascending and bending more to the southward. The road improved, the available space becoming 
greater and the hills less steep. Crossing a low divide extending across the valley, the head of 
Trail Creek, a tributary of the Yellowstone, was reached. Tlirough both creek- ^j.^,, ^.^.^^j^ 

valleys, the flies were very numerous and annoj'ing. There are two ranches on 
Trail Creek, the second one twenty-five miles from Ellis, where the creek-valley widened and entered 
that of the Yellowstone, which presented the familiar features of a broad, dry, stony stretch of 
prairie, sloping down to a beautiful stream, with borders fringed with trees. The Yeiiowsfone Ri™r. 
river has a stony and gravelly bed, an impetuous current of six or seven miles an 
hour, a depth of as many feet, and width of about 100 yards. The waters, constantly freshened by 
mountain springs and torrents, are cold and clear, and alive with trout of great siae and variety. 
These range in weight from half a pound to two pounds and upward. Their favorite food is the 
grasshopper, great numbers of which fall into the stream, but they will also take the Sy freely. 

The Snow Mountains border the river on the south and east, their lofty pinnacles glittering 
with snow. Chief among the range is Emigrant Peak, rising 6,000 feet above the Emierant Peak 

valley and attaining an altitude of 11,500 feet above the sea. It is a very hand- 
some mountain, of flue outline and great richness of coloring. Debouching from Trail Greek, the 
road bends south and west up the left bank of the river. We here met the party of the Secretary 
of War, in two spring-wagons, going in to Ellis. The pack-train had been left behind at Gardner's 
River Springs, to follow more leisurely. Pushing on up the valley, crossing several small brooks 
flowing from the mountains, and passing two or three ranches, camp was made camp noac Hot- 
near Bottler's ranch, half-way to the Mammoth Springs and thirty-flve miles from ""'* ^^"''- 
EUis. Sufficient wood was readily attainable, and a swift-flowing brook was close at hand ; but the 
grass, never luxuriant, had been thinned by frequent camping. 

August 12, — Broke camp at 8 a.m. The road passed Bottler's ranch, where travelers can find 
fairly good food and lodging, and proceeded up the level valley to a rocky point coming down from 
the mountains to the river-bank. Surmounting this, we followed up the valley again, crossing two or 
threerudebutsufacieut bridges, at one of wbich was atoll-house. It appeared that Tou-road from 
a company in Bozeman had obtained a territorial charter for a toll road from that ^™^^ *" q^C 
place to the Mammoth Springs. The road had been made practicable for wagons, Bar's Bivec sprinjis. 
and considerable work expended upon it up to the toll-bridge; but the main labor directed to the 
canon above, which had hitherto been a serious obstacle and impassable to vehicles. Continuing, 
the road bent more to the south, and entered the canon, following a hilly trail, blasted out of the 
rocks. The canon is some three miles in length, and the view from the highest part of 
the road is very fine. The river, compressed to a width of 75 or 80 feet, is of a rich 
3W 
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green liue, splashed with white, and flows with great velocity ; its surface breaking into, great waves 
and swirls. The mountains on either side are 2,000 or 3,000 feet in height, rising precipitously from 
the brink, and exhibiting dark browns and grays, contrasting with tho deep, somber hue of the pines 
and the more sparkling green of the river, flecked with foam. 

Camp was made at the npper end of the canon, on the bank. All the essentials for camping 
Cdinp to Second were presont, and trout abonnded in the swift and tarbulent waters. The gray- 
'^''™- ling, a long, slender fish, of less weight than the trout, but rivaling it in activity 

and game qualities, competed successfully for the fly with the larger fish. 

August 13. — Started at 6.30 a. m., and soon afterward met Lieutenant Doane, with the pack- 
train. The six-mule team was exchangedforpack-mules, and, after some threehours' 
delay, the journey was resumed. 

Oinnabar Mountain stands in the valley, on the right of the trail, and, as seen from any point 
„. . „ ,. of view, is a handsome peak. Looking from above it, on the river- bank, it stands 
out from the other elevations and makes a very striking picture. The strata are 
nearly vertical, with a perceptible overhang to the eastward, and strike nearly north and south. 
On the south front of the mountain is an immense "Devil's Slide", with smooth, dark, nearly verti- 
cal walls, some 150 or 200 feet in height (the intervening material having been removed), which 
curve to the right in ascending and reach the summit. Adjoining this are broad bands of red and 
yellow, which follow the same cnrve, and seize the eye at once from their brilliancy of color and 
vivid contrast. 

The trail led us on np the valley, past two ranches, from which supplies were obtained, to 
ciinipatGflrainoT'a withio a fow miles of Gardiner's River. At this point, it leaves the valley of the 
River otsycioHa. Tellowstoue, and, over a hilly route, passes across the angle between the two 
streams, until, at the farther side of a level, well-grassed piece of prairie, it reaches the valley in 
which the Mammoth Ilot Springs are situated. Tho rain bad descended heavily all the afternoon 
and continued into tho night. 

August li. — The day opened wet, but cleared in a few hours. A thorough examination was 
made of the springs, which well repaid it. 

They have been already described with great particularity and minuteness in the reports of 
Dr. Hayden and Captain Jones, and a few words of description from me will suflice. 

This remark is not to be confined to the locality of the springs, but must bo understood as 
No fniiaeaeripami ''PP^yiog, and in a still greater degree, to the whole park, of which I shall not even 
wufboattem^T^ attempt a full description, but content myself with recording only a few of the 
more prominent and enduring impressions received in our hurried visit. 

Pressed for time, with other work to do,onr constant idea was one of eager haste, and ne passed 
rapidly from place to place, thoroughly enjoying every hour, but always with some new wonder in 
advance, to divert our attention and to draw us on. 

The park scenery, as a whole, is too grand, its scope too immense, its details too varied and 
minute, to admit of adequate description, save by some great writer, who, with mind and pen equally 
trained, could seize upon the salient points, and, with just discrimination, throw into proper relief 
the varied features of mingled grandeur, wonder, and beauty. 

The Mammoth Hot Springs are the first point of Interest in the park, the northern boundary 
Mammoth Hot of which was CFOSsed ycstcrday some miles back. They occupy a small valley, 
spciDgs. discharging eastward into that of Gardiner's Eivor, and which the spring-deposits 

have partly filled. Our camp was pleasantly situated in the valley beiow the springs, among trees 
growing out of these deposits, in which occasional pits and holes 15 to 20 feet in depth existed. 
Above the cainp rose the extinct spring, called, from the shape of the mausoleum which it had 
itself constructed, the "Liberty Cap ", or " Gianfs Thumb", and beyond this again a succession of 
terraces,rising to a height of some 200 feet, dazaling white in the sun, indicated the presence of 
the active springs, which, indeed, had all along been evident enough from the vast clouds of vapor 
constantly arising. The terraces exhibited great variety and beauty of form, much enhanced by 
the quivering and sheeny effect of the thin, descending sheets of water. 

The material is a carbonate of lime, deposited by the cooling of the waters, of a nearly pure 
white, and, while wet, of a moderate hardness. Upon drying, the deposit becomes soft and friable, 
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and a huntrng-kiiile eoiild be easily plunged into it to the liilt. The main epiings oeciiiiy the upper 
portion of the terrace, and spread out into large limpid pools of a superb blue tint, boiling violently 
in places, and emitting clouds of steam. Overflowing the pools, the waters escape down the face of 
the terraces, and, in cooling, gradually part with the carbonate held in solution, making constant 
additions to the omamentaf ions of the surfaces, and constructing scalloped pools and "bath-tubs" 
of every form and temperature. 

The whole vicinity of the springs returns a hollow echo to the tread, highly suggestive of pit- 
falls beneath. The party, however, overran the neighborhood, at first with tentative step, and 
afterward with all confidence, no accident occurring. Eemains of extinct springs abonnd above 
and below the active ones, while still others in full flow exist near the river's edge. 

The grass in the valley of the springs is poor, but on the small prairie above is excellent. Wood 
and cold water are sufficiently abundant and convenient. 

There are two "ranches" near the springs, which do duty as "hotels", and are available for the 
use of travelers. 

August 15, — Wagons can be taken asfar as the springs without much difficulty; the road having 
been made entirely practicable, though of an occasionally uudesicable steepness. At the si»rings, 
however, wheels must be abandoned, and everything carried upon pack-animals. 

The odometer-cart was left behind, both on account of the difficulty of getting it along, and 
the danger of rendering it unfit for use on the return trip to OacroU. The mean „ 

solar chronometer was left with it, in charge of the " hotel "-keeper, and the sidereal 
was rolled in a bundle of bedding, and intrusted to the somewhat uncertain fortunes of the packs. 
All other reductions had been made at Ellis, and camp was broken at 8.15 a. m. ; the " outfit" con- 
sisting, besides the party and the engineer soldiers, of three packers, a farrier, and a cook, in all 
twenty -two persons and thirty-three animals, of which eleven were pack-mules carrying about two 
hundred pounds. 

The trail (a bridle-path otdy) leads up the valley of Gardiner's Kiver (which is of considerable 
depth, and slopes steeply down to the water's edge) across the West Fork, and 

" ' ' Gardiner B Kiver Val- 

then the East, gradually climbing the eastern side of the valley to a plateau, ley. 
whence on the right of the trail descend the waters of the river, and form a very pretty fall. The 
slopes of the river-valley are composed of loose basaltic dSbris, making a toilsome path, deeply 
gashed in places by washings from the foot of the great basaltic wall which towers above it on 
the east. Although not insecure, the ascent to the plateau is unnecessarily difftcnlt, and a little 
labor expended upon it would serve to improve it greatly. 

The falls aresome20feetin width, and makethreeplunges,estiuiatcdat about . 

45, 65, and 30 feet each ; in a,ll a descent of 130 feet. 

Leaving the river,^the trail follows up in an easterly direction the shallow valley of a small 
brook called Black Tail Deer Greek, which traverses an open hilly prairie, and 
affords an excellent and easily-traveled road. Eeachiug the head of the creek, the inor'a ana yoUowsicub 
trail bore to the right, through a dry caSony place to the edge of the valley of 
Meadow Brook, where, turning sharply to the left, it descends along a steep high slope, out of which 
the narrow trail is cut, to a fine open meadow, well grassed and watered, where camp was made, 
thirteen miles from the springs. Several of the party rode on a mile and a half „ „ , 
farther to the Yellowstone Eiver. It was found to be a foaming torrent, some 60 nuor theBiiia. 
feet in width, with steep rocky banks. The water, a rich green in hue, was broken into pools and 
eddies by obsti-ucting bowlders, and a strong odor of sulphur pervaded the air. Ti^obnci o over ao 
Spanning the stream is a rough bridge some SO feet in length, resting u]ion cribs YeUo«siouu. 
at either extremity, and affording a passage to the east bank, where, at a short distance from the 
"bridge", is the "ranch" of Jack Baronet. 

Two or three miles below the " bridge", the two forks of the Yellowstone unite, and, to the 
traveler approaching it, the locality is marked by a large flat-topped butte, with steep escarpments, 
which stands in the angle, and from its shape is a noticeable object, contrasting with the pointed 
hills and peaks which surround it. The West Fork drains the lake, and the East, a mountainous dis- 
trict not yet thoroughly examined. 
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Jliiin fell again during tlie afternoon and night, and our experience of the weather in the park 
seemed to be similar to that of Captain Jones, as recorded iu his report. On one 
day only of the two weeks passed in the park did we fail to have rain or shower, 
and night observations were in consequence greatly interfered with, 

Aimiist 16. — Camp was broken at 8.30. The herd had wandered during the night, and a eonple 
of hours were lost in getting them in and ready for the road. The pack-mules had 

Army pBOk-mnlea. o a j i- 

been employed on similar duty just before, ajnd heavily laden. The construction or 
adjustment of the army pack-saddle is doubtless capable of great improvement ; at any rate, the 
backs and shoulders of the animals were in very bad condition, and one of them was found to be so 
unfit for a load that it was necessary to leave him at the bridge. 

While in the park, as there was no grain for the animals, they were allowed free range at night, 
and the grazing is so plentiful and nutritious that the majority of them held their own, although the 
work was occasionally severe. There need be little or no apprehension from Indians, and guards 
were not posted after leaving the Mammoth Springs. 

The trail from Meadow Brook leads up the left bank of the Yellowstone, winding among some 

Tower cr k ^^^ hills, and at four and a half miles from camp makes a precipitous plunge into 

the valley of Tower Creek, crossing which it ascends the opposite bank by a more 

gradual incline. The stream is a strong rapid brook, 12 or 15 feet in width^ and a foot or two in 

Townr Falls. depth, with a stouy bed, the waters fed from the snow-fields of the mountains. A 

short distance below the crossing are the falls, which leap down 150 feet into a 

narrow, dark cafion some 480 feet in depth. Basaltic-tufa cones and columns in the vicinity of the 

fail have suggested the name, and all the surroundings are picturesque in the highest degree. The 

finest view of the falls can be gained from a projecting spur on the south bank just below them, 

whence both the cafion and the creek-valley above can be seen. The stream discharges into the 

Yellowstone River near by, and at its mouth very fine fishing rewards the visitor. 

There seem to be two varieties of trout here, the bulky ones of the Yellowstone, with bright- 

^^ yellow bellies and stripings of red, and a smaller kind more silvery in appearance, 

and exhibiting much greater activity and game qualities. Those latter seemed to 

come generally from the creek. The mouth of the creek may he called the lower end of the Grand 

Canon, which extends up the river some sixteen miles to the foot of the Great Falls. 

Leaving the creek, the trail, alternately rising and falling, and curving to the right and left, 
Elephant's Uaci. g»in8 ^^^ foot of a loiig, somewhat rolling ascent, which finally attains the western 
shoulder of Mount Washburne. The flanks of this incline fall steeply on both 
sides, displaying to the west an ocean of deep-green pine, surrounded byraggod, bare pinnacles, and 
to the east breaking into the foot-hills of Washburne. This incline is approximately located on 
Eaynolds's mai), and called the Elephant's Back, which name has on some later maps been trans- 
ferred to a minor elevation near the Yellowstone Lake. The name is appropriate and descriptive, 
and, having been given by the first topographer of the region, should be allowed to have its original 
application. 

Over this the trail by a gradual ascent reaches a high point on Mount Washburne, passing 
between banks of snow, which had remained unmelted by the summer's sun. Here, leaving the ti'ail, 
snmniit of Mount tli^ party ascended to the summit of the mountain. The climb was made in less 
waaiiburne. t\n2,a au houp, and can almost be accomplished on horseback, so rounded is the 

mountain-top, although consideration for the saddle-horses would suggest making it on foot. In 
passing some stunted pines near the trail, it was observed that there were no branches or twigs on 
the northwest side of the tree, and that those which sprung from the northeast and southwest sides 
were twisted back and trailed away to the southeast. The explanation of this was not long in 
doubt. Eeaohing the summit, the whole panorama of the park sprung into view : the lake, with 
deeply sinuous shores and silver aurfaoe, interspersed with islands, with the Yellowstone Biver 
crooking away from it toward us, was set, as it were, in a vast expanse of green, rising and faUing 
in huge billows, above which here and there jets of steam arose like spray; the encircling peaks, 
ragged and snow-clad, almost too numerous to count; Mount Humphreys, thirty or forty miles 
southeast, Sheridan and Hancock the same distance to the south, and beyond and above them, 
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niuety miles away, looking airaost mysterioos from their distaacti auil vast lieiglit, the Tetons, of a 
pale purple hue, with their pieroiug summits glittering like icebergs. Only to the southeast, look- 
ing toward the great Idaho Desert, did a space appear which showed uo prominent peaks. We had 
scarcely time to more than glance at this superb landscape, while resting and eating lunch with the 
aid of a hatful of snow from a neighboring bant, when a ferocious squall of hail, rain, and snow 
burst upon us from the northwest, and swept us like dust from the bald summit of the mountain. 
We were instantly compelled to seek shelter on the lee side, where, cowering and half-frozen, we 
awaited the passing of the storm. Motion, however, was absolutely essential to warmth ; so, with- 
out again trusting the untender mercies of the mountain, over which the wind Monnt waahbume 
still blew keen and cold, we plunged into a deep ravine leading steeply down its 
western flank, and regained the trail at the foot. The storm had wet the rich black mold, and 
made the path slippery and difdcult through the densest timber of spruce and pine, where hardly 
sufhcient cutting had been done to aff'ord the narrowest of passage-ways. The projecting branches 
flapped hack their freight of rain-drops into our faces and clothing, and many of the broken twigs 
bore trophies snatched from the packs. 

There were several sharp pitches into and outof the valleys of small brooks, which could easily 
be avoided. At present, the trail is unnecessarily hilly and fatiguing, although delightful on account 
of the fine forest and the great uumber and variety of the flowers. The grass is everywhere luxu- 
riant and sweet, the brooks are frequent, and flow in all directions, and camp could be made at 
almost any poiut. The trail, however, might be greatly improved by means of a little well-directed 
labor and the exercise of better judgment in selecting it. The work of a pack or saddle animal is 
vastly increased by unnecessary ascents and descents, which both their conformation and the posi- 
tion of the load render arduous, and the easiest road is one of even grade, though it be thrice the 
length of the more direct one. 

Ascending to a low divide between two mountains, the valley of Cascade Creek was reached and 
followed to camp. The last three or four miles were over a meadow which in many MminiiWaHhiiurne 
places was wet and very boggy. The hail here had fallen in considerable quantity, ^^^^^"^ "" ^'^^'' 
and whitened all the ground ; the sky was dark, and the air raw and wintry. 
Camp was made on the east bank of the creek, where it leaves the meadow and enters the narrow, 
steep valley through which it reaches the Yellowstone. A roaring eamp-flre soon restored the 
warmth and cheerfulness of the party, which had been somewhat impaired by the shivering weather. 
We were only about a mile from the falls, and after everything had quieted down to silence their 
deep roar became vaguely audible. The evening was again cloudy and rainy. Distance traveled 
during the day estimated at eighteen miles. 

August 17. — Lay over iu camp to visit the falls. The night had been cold, and by 8 a. m. the 
hail of yesterday had not disappeared. Waiting an hour longer for the sun to dry 
the heavy grass, we took on foot the trail which led us to the brink of the river- 
valley, half-way between the Upper and the Lower Fall, which are half a mile apart. Eeservtng the 
Lower Fall, whose deep thunder we could now plainly hear, we descended toward the Upper, and, 
after a short scramble over loose trachytic blocks, climbed out upon a point which, projecting into 
the canon below the fall, furnished a fine view of it almost en face. The river makes a sharp bend 
to the eastward just above the fall, which in consequence fronts nearly at right angles to the gen- 
eral direction. From the sharp and narrow pinnacle on which we stood, or rather to which we clung, 
the cataract, some 150 feet distant, was exposed in its full height and beauty. It upper Fail, iiofoet 
is a slanting one, havingabaseof perhaps one-half its altitude, which, as measured "'•""&''*■ 
by a cord brought for the purpose and marked in ten-foot lengths, is 110 feet. The water leaps down 
its rocky slope between black, shining walls of trachyte, and its pure green is broken into foam and 
spray from the very summit. From the foot the currents of air drove the clouds of vapor up the 
steep sides of the canon, which were clothed in vegetation of the freshest and most brilliant hue, 
while a double rainbow illumined the surface of the stream below. The picture was certainly a 
beautiful one, and we hung over it in delight for an hour, which, with the thunder of the Lower 
Fall still fresh in recollection, was all the time we could afl'ord. Half an hour of rough climbing 
over bowlders and loose trachytic blocks, across Cascade Creek, and down the side ^ ^^^^ 

of the main valley, brought us to a small plateau at the very ersst •£ the main fall. 
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autl almost at the watci''8 ed^ce, where the eye could plunge into the vast chasm below the fall, 
kuown as the Grand Oaaon. I had not time to think of it then, but was afterward not a little 
amused to remember that we passed on the way one of the men who, seated on the bank, was pen- 
sively watching for a trout to seize his grasshopper. He had evidently wearied of too much bacon 
and scenery, and proposed a change at least of diet. 

The view of the Grand Canon from the point where we stood is perhaps the finest piece of scenery 
in the world. I can conceive of no combination of pictorial splendors which could nuite more 
potently the two requisites of majesty and beauty. 

Close at hand, the river narrowed in its bed to a width of some 70 feet and with a depth of 4 
lower Fall, heigiit or 5 fcct, through the pare deep green of which the hardly wavering outlines of 
^ii'f™*- the brown bowlders beneath are distinctly visible, springs to the crest with an 

intensity of motion that makes its clear depths fairly seem to quiver. Just before making the plunge, 
the stream is again contracted, and the waters are thrown in from both sides toward the center, so 
that two bold rounded prominences or buttresses, as it were, are tbrnied where green and white com- 
mingle. Lying prostrate, and looking down into the depth, with the cold breath of the canon fan- 
ning the face, one can see that these ribs continue downward, the whole mass of the fall gradually 
breaking into spray against the air, until lost in the vast cloud of vapor that hides its lowest third, 
and out of which comes up a mighty roar that shakes the hills and communicates a strange vibra- 
Lo«er Tall and tiou to tho uervos. From far below this clond emerges a narrow, green ribbon, 
Graud Cation. winding aud twisting, in which the river is hardly recognizable, so dwarfed is it, 

and creeping with so oily aud sluggish a current, as though its fall had stunned it. On either hand, 
the walls of the caEoa curve back from the plunging torrent, and rise weltering with moisture to 
the level of the tnW, again ascending 500 or 600 feet to the pine-fringed margin of the canon ; pinna- 
cles and towers projecting far into the space between, and seeming to overhang their bases. 

These details are comparatively easy to give, but how find words which shall suggest the mar- 
velous picture as a whole! The sun had come out after a brief shower, and, shining nearly from the 
meridian straight into the canon, flooded it with light, and illuminated it witb. a wealth and lux- 
uriance of color almost supernatural. 

The walls appeared to glow with a cold, inward radiance of their own, and gave back tints of 
orange, pink, yellow, red, white, and brown, of a vividness and massiveness hopeless to describe, 
and which would overtax the powers of the greatest artist to portray. Tlie lower slopes, wet with 
spray, were decorated with the rich hue of vegetation, while through the midst tbe river, of a still 
more brilliant green, far below puraned its tortuous course, and the eye followed it down through 
this ocean of color until two or three miles away a curve in the eafion hid it from view aud formed 
its own appropriate background. 

Tbe height of the fall, as ascertained by attaching a heavy weight to the measured cord, and 
M e a a nromont of lowering it dowu, is 310 feet. The first attempt to get tho height was made from 
tiiu Lower FuiL j-jjg jjttie platean by the side of the crest, but the spray soon hid the weight from 

view, aud the water so tore at it that it was impossible to tell when the bottom had been reached. 
A point was found, however, to the left aud in advance of the crest and some eighty feet above it, 
from which the weight fell nearly vertically, and by aid of the colored tags which marked the in- 
tervals of the cord could be followed with the eye until it reached the brink of the stream below. 
From this same poiut, a sort of perch upon the very border of the precipice, can be had a most 
comprehensive view at once of fall and canon. 

After making the measurement, we ascended the side of the cation, and climbed out to one of 
the projecting pinnacles, half a mile farther down stream, whence a full view of the fall was 
obtained. It was remarkable to note how small a portion of the view was actually filled by the fall 
itself. Tremendous as it is, it seems but a minor incident in tbe picture constructed on the huge 
scale of the canon. 

From the projecting point, the width of tho chasm across the top was estimated from the range 

Lower Fall and "f a Carefully- sighted rifle at 700 yards. This, however, is greater than the aver- 

Graiid Canon. ^gg width, the caQou just below narrowing considerably and gaining at the same 

time in depth, which is about 300 yards. The corresponding cross-section would be similar to that 
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in the accompanying sbetch, whicii is intended to show the dimensions jaat below the fall, and 
another section farther down. 




m jnst lielow tho Lower Pall and farther down. Scale, COO feet to 1 iDch. 

The descent to the bottom of the caiion from the east side is comparatively easy. Prom the 
west side it haa also been accomplished, but it is toilsome and not nnattended with danger, and the 
time necessary to descend and return would be considerable. Among other Doeanttoth imt 
improvements that suggest themselves to the visitor as proper to be made in the tomoftheoaDunnif- 
future is the constrnction of facilities for making this descent, such as rude but 
strong ladders, which could readily be placed in position where their aid would obviate all danger 
and decrease the fatigue. One of the party made an attempt to get down, but lost time in looking 
for the most favorable place, and the afternoon waning, he was compelled to abandon the under- 
taking. 

August 18. — The morning opened cold and foggy. Camp was broken at 8. Took lihe trail 
which crosses Cascade Creek near theriver by a steep ijitch, and after a short ride uroakcajupfuroio 
over hilly ground and through timber reached comparatively open ground on the '^^"^ 
bank of the river, which was there 100 to 200 yards wide, and peaceful enough, flowing with smooth, 
gentle current, between low, grassy banks. The paek-train meanwhile had taken a trail somewhat 
farther to the westward, which avoided the steep descent into Cascade Creek and made an easier 
crossing of it. The two trails united at a small creek discharging int« the river, crossed it, and 
through dense timber climbed around the shoulder of a mountain to again descend into the broad 
open valley of Alum Creek. This is a shallow, sluggish stream of tepid, undrink- 
able water, some 30 feet in width and an inch or two deep, with a general north- 
east course to the Yellowstone. Off to the right, across an open prairie, appeared the Sulphur 
Springs, or Soda Mountain, as it has been called, which we visited. Some forty 
or fifty acres are covered with extinct and active springs and their deposits. Pure 
sulphur in considerable quantity is distributed over the surface. Several springs were boiling 
violently, one of them to a height of 3 or i feet, and emitting large volumes of steam, Pursuing 
the course again toward the river, over a hilly prairie, and crossing one or two creeks and arms 
of the river, and a broad meadow, the borders of which were springy and boggy, the trail led to the 
edge of some timber, soon after entering which the Mud Geysers were found. We 
passed on to a small pine grove, favorably situated for camp near the river and 
twelve miles distant from Cascade Creek. Leaving the horses, we returned on foot to < 
the geysers. The main one is a bubbling pool of muddy, hot water, some 50 or 60 feet across, 
with a sloping shore 4 or 6 feet high, and numerous small vents and springs within the perime- 
ter. The water is thick with gray, unwholesome- looking mud, and exhales a ftetid odor. 

Another geyser, much more impi'cssive in appearance, which however has not been seen to spout, 
at least of late years, has a crater some 50 feet in diameter and 25 feet deep, narrowing at the bot- 
tom to a mud pool of the consistence of boiling mush, about 15 feet across. From the northwest 
side of this a perpetual boiling takes place, with a threatening roar and huge clouds of steam. If 
the mud apparently splashed upon the trees in the vicinity would serve as an indication, when an 
explosion does take place the display must be a very flue one. The "Devil's Workshop" is a small 
steam spring issuing from a little cavern apparently 15 or 20 feet in depth horizontally, but con- 
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staiitly obscured by a great volume of vapor. Hollow, bubbling noises coutianally issue from it, 
which simulate, by aid of tbe cavern, tlie metrical clang and clash of great pieces of machinery, 
turning and splashing, accompanied by a recurring hiss of escaping steam. About 4 p. m., pistol- 
shots from tbe Mud Geyser summoned us to witness an explosion. The water had. risen gradually 
nntil the smaller springs were submerged and the basin enlarged to its full dimensions. Near the 
center, the geyser was boiling and bubbling actively, and soon spurted to a height of 6 or 6 feet, 
falling and rising again, and after about three minutes of excitement subsided, the water lowered, 
being gradually swallowed down the several orifices, and the discharge was over. The geyser has 
a period of about 4J hours, and several of the subsequent eruptions were witnessed. None 
exceeded 10 or 15 feet in height. The force is evidently weakening, as indeed the large number of 
dead and dying thermal springs seen in other localities additionally testify. This geyser has been 
known in previous years to spout 50 and 75 feet. There is still, howerei', a wonderful amount of 
force at work, and in a marvelous variety of forms. 

Tbe fish taken from the river near camp were in appearance large and fine, weighing two pounds 
and upward ; but out of the large number caught, all, with one exception, were 
onny rnu . affected by the worm mentioned by previous visitors and described by Professor 

Leidy. The appearance and health of the trout do not seem to be noticeably injured by them, but 
the presence of the worm in the flesh can almost invariably be detected from a slight protnberance 
or rounding-ont on the sides. Laying this open, the worm is found, white, the size of a knitting- 
needle, and twisted in the flesh. We made no experiments to determine the flavor of these fish, 
although many of the mfen ate them heartily and pronounced them perfectly good. It is certainly 
most unfortunate that these fine fish should be so spoiled for the table. They abound in the lake 
and river, and, affording the flnest sport, would be an immense attraction could they be used for 

food. 

Augiist 19. — Without moving camp, we rode seven or eight miles to a " ranch" in a grove on the 
west shore of the lake. From the Mud Geyser, the trail led through alternate for- 
est and river side, with an occasional marsh, the landscape generally quiet and 
pastoral. Ascending upon a high prairie point, the lake lay before ua, a beautiful sheet of water, 
with deeply -indented shores, and the wooded mountains closing it in on all sides. We chartered a 
small center-hoard cat-rigged sail-boat, cleverly constructed by the owner of pine cut out of the for- 
est with a wliip-saw, and crossed to the east shore. The water appeared filled with a round green- 
ish seed, probably of some aquatic plant, and little windrows of the same seed lay upon the beach, 
thrown up by the waves. Some trout were taken with a spoon on the way over, all wormy, and a 
squall or two gave variety to the sail and tested the weatherly qualities of the boat. 

We passed the mouth of Pelican Creek, in the valley of which largo numbers of thermal 
springs have been found, and landed near Steamboat Point, seven miles from the 
team a o L gtartiug-point. Two or three steam-vents were seen, and one of them on the far- 
ther side of the point has suggested the name. From a small apertore, colorless superheated steam 
escapes with a hiss and roar that indicate an excessive tension, and imitating precisely the blowing- 
off from a full boiler. Multitudes of grasshoppers, unwittingly encountering the steam, had met 
instant death. 

From the projecting point, some 12 feet above the water, the finest iJy-fishing was found. An 
arc of nearly 180° could be covered with the fly in from 6 to 10 feet of water, out into the lake as 
far as the skill of the fisherman would admit. The fish, though sometimes gorged with grasshop- 
pers, would rise eageriy to the fly, and weighed from 1^ to 4 pounds and upward. The largest meas- 
ured 20 inches in length. None of them could be eaten. 

Augmt 20, — The trail to the Great Geyser Basin breaks away from the vicinity of the Mud Gey- 
ser to the west and north over an open sage-brush prairie, gradually becoming 
Tei'iowstoife'™d morc hilly, crosses Alum Creek near its head, and following up a small coul4 with 
a 180U ivers. flowing Water at six miles from camp, climbs a hill and enters a heavy forest richly 

grassed. The ascent through this forest to the summit of the divide between the Yellowstone and 
Madison Basins is very gentle from the east. Two or three groups of sulphur springs were passed 
on the way. The descent from the divide into Madison Valley is precipitous, winding down a drop 
of a thousand feet through fallen and burned timber, and over a rocky, bare, and stony soil destitute 
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of grass. Beaching the border of the valley of the East Fork of Madison River, the East Fort of Mad- 
trail winds aloug the foothills, to avoid au alltaline, boggy meadow, finally crosses *"™ Eirar. 
the meadow and two or three alkaiiue brooks, in which the animals mired badly, and follows down 
the bank of the East Forli, which was forded two or three times. The stream is 10 to 20 feet wide 
and 2 or 3 feet deep ; a clear, swift current and gravelly bottom, the water tepid and alkaline from 
the numerous hot springs which discharge into it. Camp was made in a groveof ^^^^^ ^ Lmrer 
pine, after having traversed a pass between two hills which project into the Lower ^ s^ Basin. 
Geyser Basin. A small rill furnished a sufficient supply of good water, but the giazii g was infe- 
rior. Several hot springs had been passed before reaching camp, and to the south the geysers ap- 
peared covering a large area. The distance traveled during the day was ai i it twenty s x miles. 

The upper valley of the Madison, including those of the forks, is quite ban en and unattiactive, 
owing probably to the action of the chemical hot springs which abound everywhere. The border- 
ing hills are stony and bare, and at the time of our visit were covered with dead and burned timber. 
The landscape in consequence is uninviting, the grass poor, and good camping-places, such as can 
be made at almost any point in the Yellowstone Basin, are not to be found. 

Aitgiist 21. — The morning was devoted to the examination of the springs and geysers of the 
Lower Basin, which are very numerous, and cover a large extent of ground, the x.ower GeTsatSft. 
principal ones being about half a mile to the southward and eastward of camp. '^^■ 
Minute descriptions of them have been published, and a detailed account is here unnecessary. Some 
are boiling, others spouting springs, the latter generally intermittent. On a high mound built by 
the geyser, we found a large pool about 25 by 15 feet, which was known t-o play, and the discharge 
of which we awaited. The water, of a deep azure hue and a surpassing clearness, was rising grad- 
ually but constantly to the level of its scalloped and ornamented rim, constantly becoming hotter, 
with bubbles of steam escaping more and more rapidly. Ebullition begannear the middle, and the 
geyser finally commenced to spout, throwing the water about in all directions and to heights vary- 
ing from 10 to 50 feet. The display continued for over an hour, and we left it playing, but with 
gradually-diminishing force. Meanwhile other smaller geysers in the vicinity played from time to 
time, all apparently independent of each other. The pools of aU these, exhibiting every variety of 
form and ornamentatioQ, possessed in common the beautiful azure tint and clearness of the water, 
contrasting finely with the lighfc-gray hue of the silica deposited by them. The margins of all were 
incmsted with this in various forms of bead, coral, and sponge work, and wherever the geyser 
water flowed silicious shale was deposited. 

Passing over a low ridge, a few hundred yards to the southeast, we came upon the "Paint Pots". 
This singular phenomenon consists of a " pool" some 60 by 40 feet, with a raised 
margin of dry and cracked mud, within which numerous mud puffs slowly rose and 
fell, some through the partially liquid mass, which again closed over them, others possessing a email 
crater of their own, to which additions were constantly making from the bursting of the sluggish 
bubbles. The pool displayed various colors, white, yellow, and red predominating, but shading into 
each other very beautifully through all the intermediate and combined tints. The clay was soft and 
smooth to the touch, with scarcely a trace of grit, and near where the bubbles emerged from below 
exceedingly hot. 

Leaving these, and passing by many other springs and small geysers, we went down to the Fire 
Hole Kiver, crossed it, and pushed on up the west bank toward the Upper Basin, Betweeu the two 
wherein are situated the Grand Geysers. After some two or three miles of travel ''^^'■'«- 
over fallen timber and through marsh and bog, we came upon some immense springs and pools, boil- 
ing violently and discharging a great amount of water into the river. These exhibited many hues 
of red, yellow, and green, from the presence of iron and, vegetable growths; the pure geyser blue 
appearing where the spring was deepest and clearest. From the pools, we continued, passing many 
curious springs and small geysers, and then, crossing to the east bank, pushed rapidly on through 
a sort of canon on the river, until at about seven miles from camp, in tlie Lower Basin, we reached 
the lower end of the Upper, and were at once hurried across to the west bank again to examine the 
" Grotto", which began to play as we arrived. This geyser does not spout to any ibB"Gcotto"Ger- 
great height, 20 or 25 feet being the limit, bnt it is beautiful and interesting from ""■ 
the shape of its crater, which, some 12 or 14 feet in height, is curved aad convoluted into massive 
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arches and exceedingly graceful forma. It played wheueverwewerebytoeec it, and evidently con- 
tinues in operation for considerable perioda, from the dimensions of the crater it has built. These 
craters are all constructed, by the geysers themselves, of the grayish-whitesilica, or geyserite, depos- 
ited by the cooling of the water; the process being very gradual and alow. The water in all is of 
the same pure clear blue, without a trace of any impurity. The taste, when cool, is the flat, insipid 
one of distilled water. 

Close by the "Grotto" stands the picturesque crater of the "Giant", or " Broken Horn", a geyser 
of the first elaae. From the aperture of this, large volumes of steam were escaping, and the water 
was boiling violently 8 or 10 feet below the surface, occasionally rising in huge spurts and splasbing 
over, symptoms which led us to watch it nnavailiiigly for an hour in hope of a discharge. 

Meanwhile the pack-train had been making its way along the regular trail up the east bank, and. 

Camp in Uppei reacMug the Upper Basin, camp was established in the center of the basin on the 
GevBer Baain. ^^,J.g^ bank of Fire Hole River, in a small group of trees, with a fairly good marsh 

in front for the cattle. We found the waters of the river cool and palatable, and suliJcient wood for 
camping purposes at hand. At short range from camp, and in full view of it, were the flrst-class 
geysers named "Old Faithful", the "Bee Hive", the "Giantess", the "Grand", and the "Castle"; 
while the "Giant" and "Grotto" were but a short distance farther down stream. Beside these, 
the "Pyramid" and "Punch Bowl", near the " Giant", could be easily seen. Almost as we reached 
camp, " Old Faithful ", which stands at the bead of the valley overlooking it, and 
oiarajt ui . ^^tiitji) ijas earned its name from the regularity of its discharges, gave us his first 
display. The time was noted and the second discharge awaited. An hour after, we walked over to 
the elevation which marked his crater, 400 yards from camp. In a few minutes, after some prelim- 
inary spurts and splashes, the geyser, emitting a deep roar which shook the ground, shot up a clear, 
straight shaft of water, which, with two or three rapid impulses, gained an altitude of over 100 feet; 
clouds of steam towering far above and drifting with the wind- For full five minutes, the superb 
column maintained its height, and then, with some unavailing efforts to cheek its fall, sank down, 
and was swallowed up in the crater. An examination of this followed. An immense quantity of 
water had been ejected, which, after bathing the crater and refilling the adjacent pools, flowed down 

urator of "Old the slopes and discharged by various Channels into the river. Thecraterof "Faitt- 
Faitbiur'. fd] !! ig Qjjg Qf ^t,g Qj^gj^ beautiful of all. The lips are molded and rounded into 

many artistic forms, beaded and pearled with opal, while closely adjoining are little terraced 
pools of the clearest azare-hued water, with scalloped and highly- ornamented borders. The wetted 
margins and floors of these pools were tinted with the most delicate shades of white, cream, brown, 
and gray, so soft and velvety it seemed as though a touch would soil them. The material, however, 
is the constant silica, of which also are composed the pretty pebbles which furnish an additional 
charm to the pools. 

The only blemishes on this artistic handiwork had been occasioned by the rude hand of man. 

Vandalism of the '^^^ omameutal work about the crater and pools had been broken and defaced in 
''*''""■ the most prominent places by visitors, and the pebbles were inscribed in pencil 

with the names of great numbers of the most unimportant persons. Such practices should be 
stopped at once. The geysers are more than worthy of preservation. It is not only that they con- 
stitute a superb spectacle in themselves: they are likewise unique, both in performance and design. 
Nature, abandoning for the time all thoughts of utility, seems to have been amusing herself in this 
far-off and long-hidden corner of the world by devoting some of her grandest and most mysterious 
powers to the production of forms of majesty and beauty such as man may not hope to rival. 

The geysers, in the slow process of centuries probably, have built up miracles of art, of an 

'uduring though brittle material, that can be ruined in Ave minutes by a vandal armed with an 

Deatrnoiion of the ^^i ^nd nearly all the craters show signs of the hopeless and unrestrained bar- 
craters by visitors, barity of many of their visitors. It cannot fail to fill the mind with indignation to 
see the utter ruthlessness of these sacrilegious invaders of nature's sanctuary. To procure a specimen 
of perhaps a pound weight, a hundred pounds have been shattered and destroyed, and always in 
those places where the most cunning art has been displayed, and the ruin produced is correspond- 
ingly great. Upon our arrival in the basin, we found several persons already encamped, and a 
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whisky-trader snugly ensconced beneath his 'paulin, spread in the shelter of a thick pine. The vis- 
itora prowled about with shovel and ax, chopping and hacking and prying up great pieces of the 
most ornamental work they could And; women and men alike joining in the barbarous pastime. 

With regard to the play of the geysers, our visit was well-timed. Just at twilight, the " Bee 
Hive", 400 feet distant, on the opposite bank of the river, gave an exhibition of its ■■■Bee'S' " 

power. The crater is a small, conical, gray mound of silica, severely simple and 
unpretentious in appearance, with an aperture of some 18 inches, from which steam gently escapes. 
Near by is a small vent, which is the herald and precursor of its greater neighbor. 

Beforethe"BeeHiv6"pIays, this vent commences to emit steam loudly, with occasional splashes 
of water. Soon the geyser begins to boil and steam, the water occasionally surging over. Sud- 
denly comes a burst of 15 or 20 feet, and then almost instantly the slender shaft rises to a height of 
nearly 200 feet. So great is the impetus, and so slender the coluron, that the water, in its swift 
ascent, is nearly all dissolved into fine spray, which drifts off with the clouds of steam before the 
wind, to fall like rain. The play lasted about three minutes, and ceased as suddenly as it had 
commenced. 

An hour and five minutes after his previous display, "Faithful" again reared his magnificent 
column, and during the night, whenever the roar was heard, we looked out from our tents at the 
grand sight, rendered more beautiful by moonlight. The intervals were exactly 65 minutes in every 

August 22. — We were aroused at an early hour by the report that the "Bee Hive" was again 
about to play. This proved a false alarm, but suflced to draw us across the river, which was some 
25 feet wide and lA to 2 feet in depth, and while on the opposite bank we examined ^ , , , „, 

" r ' ri Pool of the Giantess. 

the huge pool of the " Giantess", which was known not to have played for some 
weeks, for symptoms of agitation. We found it full to the brim with beautifully clear water, of a 
deep blue, boiling gently, and giving out clouds of steam. It stands u|ion a hill of silica, i20 f^et 
from the "Bee Hive" and 300 yards from camp. 

While waiting for breakfast, attention was called to the Grand Geyser, half a mile below camp, 
on the east bank, which bad begun to send out great volumes of steam. Hastily , « 

' ^ " '' "The Grand. 

mounting the nearest horses, we hurried down to it. The Grand Geyser is 
double, the two orifices 15 or 20 feet apart. The down-stream one has a handsome crater, while the 
other has only an ornamental pool, several feet lower. It is from the pool, however, that the dis- 
charge takes place. Eising with rapidly -succeeding impulses, the column rushed to a height of some 
80 feet, sustained itself for a few seconds, fell, rose again, and receded to its basin. In a minute or 
two, it again shot to the same height, again faltered, rose, and subsided. Still a third effort was 
made and exhausted, and the waters receded until the empty basin was exposed to view, and could 
be examined with impunity. Meanwhile the neighboring geyser was splashing its waters in all 
directions, and discharging clouds of steam, while a steam-vent close at hand kept up a most out- 
rageous roar. Though not so lofty a play as some observed by previous visitors, the exhibition was 
very fine; the swiftly successive pulses of water and steam breaking into beads and spray at inter- 
vals up the full height of the column, accompanied by vast clouds of vapor, and the mighty roar 
combined to make an imposing and beautiful spectacle- 

The surroundings of the " Grand" are the most ornate of all, and exhibit greater variety and 
beauty than any other. 

The " Turban ", which stands at the northern edge of the " pool", serves to distinguish the gey- 
ser. It is of singular form, highly ornamented, and I experienced almost a pang "Turk'sHead",oc 
in becoming conscious of an apprehension that I should meet it again somewhere "^™'>»n "■ 
on exhibition. Some visitor, a little more enterprising than his predecessors, will be sure to detach 
it and carry it off. Shovel and as had been busy with the geyser, and large quantities had been 
removed. 

While returning to camp, the " Castle", on the west bank, was observed to be in agitation and 
giving out vast quantities of steam. A discharge soon took place, to a height of 10 
oris feet only; but from the commanding position of the geyser and its handsome 
appearance, possessing, as it does, a high mound, richly decorated, and several apertures through 
which it plays at once, the sight is very fine. Several times during the morning it repeated its per- 
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formanee, rarely exceeding, however, 20 or 35 feet. After breakfast we returned to tbe " Giantess", 
whicli was evidently becoming more excited, and, whDo awaiting its discharge, examined the 
sorronndings more closely. 

The basin is some 25 by 16 feet and 26 or 30 feet in depth, with scalloped margin ; 70 feet 
north of this stands a handsome boiling spring, which has built itself a sarcophagus 2J or 3 feet in 
height, like a huge bath-tub, with richly ornamental borders. This operates in sympathy with the 
"Giantess"; isexcited,andboils violently with her ; and we afterward found it empty and desolate, 
upon the dissipation of her power. 

About 11 o'clock, this, the greatest geyser, gave its first spout, and we continued watching its 

, „ subsequent action until nearly 3 p. m. The water was expelled by a succession of 

violent splashes to a height of 15 to 50 feet, but without at first reaching a groat 
altitude. With occasional lulls, the performance went on, the water sometimes being thrown 100 
feet in the air. Large stones and stamps were cast into the basin and hurled instantly to a height 
of 200 feet, the high wind which prevailed at the time preventing the water and steam from attain- 
ing a similar elevation. The water fell occasionally, leaving the basin empty; and by standing on 
the windward side we could look down into it and see the large triangular-shaped vent at the 
bottom, whence issued the transparent steam. Again and again the geyser renewed its strength, 
sending out vast volumes of steam with a deafening roar that shook the whole valley, and occa- 
sionally snatching hold of a new reservoir of water and instantly ejecting it ; each fresh access of 
wrath or travail being heralded by deep, mighty thuds, as though some vast machinery were at 
work beneath. The exhibition of enormous power wasted in these prolonged spasms of blind 
rage was both fascinating and terrible, and the imagination, powerfully stimulated in the pres- 
ence of such strength and fury, could not avoid imputing to the scene the attributes of gigantic 
passion and suffering. It seemed as though the geyser, maddened by some inexpressible and 
mysterious torment, were imprisoned beneath and gradually exhausting herself in unavailing 
struggles to escape it by bursting the bonds that held her, the paroxysms of efforts being alternated 
with intervals of stupor, again and again overcome by her still unabated rage. 

During the afternoon, the " Bee Hive" again played, the high wind depressing its column below 
that of the previous discharge. 

A party, about dark, came in from Virginia City. Following up the valley of the Madison 

Virginia city to River, they had brought two wagons without much difdeulty through the Lower 

ttB gejBora. Easiu, but woFC Compelled to leave them a short distance above on account of the 

fallen timber and bog along the trail. The distance to the "Upper Basin from Virginia City is one 

hundred and ten miles. 

August 23. — All the first-class geysers had now been favorably seen, with the sole exception of 
The "Giant" or the " Giant", toward whose picturesque crater we went, with the intention of devot- 
■'Broken Hocu'. jjjg ^j^g day to it. The "Broken Horn" is a well-chosen and descriptive name, and 
worthy of being retained. The crater is a steeply conical mound of geyserite, 12 or 15 feet in 
height, tapering toward the .summit, and having the west side broken down, or rather partly 
unconstrncted. The geyser still boiled strongly, and we felt great hopes of seeing it play. Near by 
are the "Grotto", seen yesterday, and which played almost constantly during the day; the "Pyra- 
mid", a cone of silica 25 or 30 feet high, with steam slowly escaping from it, but its life now nearly 
extinct; the "Punch Bowl", and smaller ones. The last-named geyser played frequently during 
the day, some of its exhibitions being very fine. We waited the greater part of the day for the 
"Giant" to give us a display, but though evidently powerfully excited and from time to time arous- 
ing fresh hopes, to Qur great regret it failed to do so. Betnrning toward camp, the "Grand" again 
gave indications of strong disturbance, and we remained there for an hour, but without result. 

While waiting, we had additional evidence of the brutality of the average visitors, several of 

whom, of both sexes, were busily chopping and prying out the most characteristic 

and conspicuous ornamental work. An earnest remonstrance was followed by a 

sulky suspension of hostilities, which were, however, no doubt renewed as soon as we were out of 

sight. 

The " Saw Mill ", above the " Grand ", is an interesting geyser. Its lively play, and its quick, 
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energetic spouts of 25 or 30 feet iu every direction, are very pleasing, and its 
borders abound in the pretty geyaerite pebbles, some smooth, others ornamented, 
and others again resembling a rose-bud, with closely- folded leaves. 

BecroBsing to the west side of the river, a close examination was made of the "Castle:" it has 
quitealoftymound, broad, handsomely terraced, and profusely decorated with scal- 
loped pools and little upright pinnacles and towers. It plays with great frequency, 
though not to a height exceeding perhaps 40 feet ; still its very frequent flow and almost constant 
escape of large quantities of steam, with its stnking-lookiog and highly-ornamented crater, con- 
stitute it properly a geyser of the first class. This, too, showed, and even in a greater degree than 
others, how greatly protection against vandalism is needed. Prom every part of the "Castle" 
pieces had been cbopped, loosening quantities of the rock and threatening to ruin the construc- 
tion. Two women, with tucked-up skirts and rubber shoes, armed, one with an ax, the other with 
a spade, were climbing about. Shonld this continue for another year or two, !;he beauty of form 
and outline of the geyser-craters would be destroyed. It should be remembered 

Gejser eratera- 

that these craters were constructed with the greatest slowness by almost imper- 
ceptible additions, which can only be made by a discharge from the geyser; while the material, 
though hard, is very brittle and easUy knocked to pieces. We got back to camp jnst in time to 
prevent the fall of an uplifted ax, which a woman was evidently about to bring straight down on 
the summit of the "Bee Hive", whose modest crater forms so strong a contrast to the grandeur of 
its play. Our shonts fortunately reached her just in time, and subsequent remonstrance induced 
her at any rate to postpone the attack. 

Another party of four men came over in the afternoon from the lake. Including my party, 
there were oow some thirty visitors in the basin. 

August 24. — Broke camp for the return to Ellis. I should have liked to return by way of the 
Madison Valley for the purpose of examining that route, which at present is the 
only practicable one for wagons into' the park ; but I had reason to believe that 
the Missouri Eiver navigation would probably close about September 20, and the long journey of 
three hundred and seventy-five miles back to Carroll had yet to be made, and a few days' delay at 
Ellis, in order to refit and procure fresh transportation, to be allowed for. We took the back trail 
to the liower Basin, examining en route the Fan, Riverside, and Sentinel Geysers. The day was 
cold, dark, and wet, the air chill and raw. Below the Upper Basin we met three men going to the 
geysers, each of whom, I supposed, would carry off 20 pounds of specimens and destroy 500. The 
trail between the two basins is about the worst iu the park, and stands in urgent ^rafi fmm trppcc 
need of improvement, which could readily be effected, and without the use of to Lower Basin. 
skilled labor. Timber, fallen and standing, conld easily be chopped and thrown aside, and the 
marshy places in great part avoided by making the trail on higher ground along the foot-hills. 
Crossing the Lower Basin, which the rain had made miry, and passing our former camp, we 
continued up the valley of the East Fork, the principal features of which arc alkaline marsh, 
dead timber, and little or no grass, the surrounding hills being equally uninteresting to the rapid 
traveler. 

I was desirous, on the score of time, to .take the trail direct from the East Pork to Gardinei^'B 
Eiver Springs, but a brief examination convinced me that nothing would be gained, jraii back to the 
as it was obstructed with fallen timber. The ascent out of the Madison Valley '*''*■ 
to the divide was laboriously made, the rise being fully 1,000 feet, and the back trail down the 
Yellowstone slope pursued. The Sulphnr Springs, three in number, were briefly examined em roMte, 
They exhibit considerable activity, though evidently waning in force. The jets of vapor deposit 
small cones of nearly pure sulphur. 

Emerging from the timber, and soon after resiching the head of Alum Creek, we left the trail 
going on to the Mud Geyser, and inclining to the left crossed a range of prairie- hi Us, and followed 
down the left bank of Alum Creek until the main trail down the Yellowstone was reached. This 
was pursued for two or three miles farther, and camp made in a drenching rain on a small creek, 
which we named "Jay Creek," and near the point where the two trails from CascadeCreek had united 
coming np. We had traveled for eleven hours and made about thirty-six miles. 
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August 25. — ^Took tlic back trail over which the pack-train had traveled on the journey out, past 
our former camp of the 16th and 17th on Cascade 'Ireek, and up the creek-valley. The day was 
very wet and cold, and desirous as I was of again looking at the Grand Canon, I was nnwilling to 
impair ray vivid recollection of it by seeing it for the last time deprived of its marvelous wealth 
and brilliancy of color. 

As we neared the belt of hills stretching nearly east and west across the trail, and commenced 
to ascend the shoulder of one of them, we were greeted with a sharp burst of hail, followed by suc- 
cessive gusty showers. The rain made the mountain-trail a hard one, turning the rich, black mold 
in the narrow bridle-path to a slippery mud, and making the up and down grades equally severe on 
the animals. The trail gradually ascends from the head of Cascade Creek to the divide between 
two mountains, thence following partly the valley of another creek, which rises nearly at the sum- 
mit of the divide, descends a long winding slope, with many fatiguing and unnecessary rises and 
Mount washTmrae. ''^"^' ""til the west part of Mount Washburne is reached. Ascending this rap- 
idly but laboriously to the shoulder, we were in a few minutes enveloped in a 
blinding snow-storm from the west and north, which forbade another ascent to the summit of the 
mountain, and continued until we were about to descend from the Elephant's Back. The ther- 
mometer fell below freezing, the wind blowing in furious gusts, and the snow occasionally turning 
to hail, with frequent splashes of rain. As we were about leaving the Elephant's Back, half- 
frozen and entirely discontented with the weather, a change took place. A rift suddenly opened 
in the clouds to the northward, and rapidly widening disclosed the mountain-tops brilliantly white 
with fresb-fallen snow, which reflected the clear rays of the sun; the dense strata of clouds drifting 
black and heavy beneath : the sun soon after reached us with grateful warmth. 

The trail winds rapidly down to Tower Creek, just before reaohing which two deer were seen, the 
only game animals we encountered in the park. A number of trout were taken at the mouth of the 
creek, and we were much disappointed to find that out of twenty-five cooked tbr supper two certainly 
were affected by the worm previously mentioned. It has been hitherto stated, and generally 
believed, that the wormy trout were confined to the lake and river above the falls. It afterward 
appeared that one captured in Cottonwood Creek between Ellis and Baker, and several from Deep 
Greek east of Baker, were affected in the same way. Camp was made at the former place on 
Meadow Brook, and rain came on again in the evening. 

August 26. — A visit was paid to Baronet's Eanch, across the bridge, in the forks. We found 
Baronet'a KaDch there a large collection of specimens from Amethyst Mountain, on the east side of 
attbebniise. ^jjg river, a locality which we had not time to visit. The specimens were mainly 

impure amethysts and forms of quartz chalcedony, &c. 

The weather continued unpropitious as ever, and in a drenching rain the back trail up Meadow 
Trail from tbe Brook was rcsumed. In such weather, the trail is difficult and in places not a little 
GKrrt^n'or'E^Yer daugerous. It leads along and ascends slopes of clay which the rain makes exceed- 
SpringB. ingly treacherous and slippery, where a misstep would precipitate a mule with 

its pack or a horse with its rider down several hundred feet. A great improvement could be 
made with comparatively little labor by widening the trail and placing rocks on its outer edge. Kain 
fell all day, with occasional intervals of sunshine ; th^ trail over the broad rolling divide between 
the Yellowstone and Gardiner's Eiver affording a good road, however, even in such weather. The 
Gardiner's Eiver Falls were passed, and the long, sloping descent made into the valley, out of which 
we again climbed to the springs, just before reaching which camp was made. The rain lasted all 
night with great severity | the temperature steadily falling nearly to the freezing-point. Soon after 
our arrival, an ambulance from Ellis reached the springs, bringing Major Eenham and his wife, who 
were about to make a tour of the park. 

August 27. — Leaving Lieutenant Thompson in charge of the party, I took the ambulance, and 
accompanied by Mr. Wood set out for Ellis, desiring to precede the party and gain time by having 
transportation ready to take us on to Carroll. The mountains and hills were covered with heavy 
snow but two or three hundred feet above us. The roads were exceedingly muddy and slippery; 
fresh rain falling at intervals during the day. At the toll-house, a certified memorandum of the 
Government transportation taken over the road was given to the proprietors. The tolls c 
each way were $5.50 for a sis-mule team, $i for a four-mule team, and $1 for a single animal. 
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Bottler's Ranch was reached at 5 p. m., and very good meals and lodging obtained. We 
I a small herd of cattle near by, with which three young buffalo were Bottler's it noh 

apparently entirely domesticated. 

I was iuformed that the g'old washings at Emigrant Gulch, adjoining the peak of the same 
name, were this year paying well ; the owners taking out $10 to $25 per man, and washings at Emi- 
the net profit on each laborer being $5 to $15 per day. gtautGuioL, 

August 38. — Started at 7 a. m. The heavy rains had cleared up in a hard white frost. The 
Bottlers have about 90 acres under cultivation, irrigating from the mountains. 

Under the bright sky, Emigrant Peak looked exceedingly handsome : the upper 2,000 feet covered 
with a broad mantle of new-fallen suow, and the air washed clean of all impurities, brought out with 
exceeding clearness the noble outlines and rich coloring. The road out of the Yellowstone Valley 
up Trail Creek needs additional work upon it, side-cutting and bridging. That down Coal and 
Rocky Oafion Creek is capable still of great improvement. Ellis was reached at ArriTBotBiUs 

2.30 p. m. 

August 29. — Eain fell all day. The Gallatin valley was a sea of mud. 

August 30. — Eain continued throughout the day. At 2 p. m., Lieutenant Thompson, with the 
party and pack-train, arrived. 

August 31. — Weather showed no signs of improving. The necessary transportation could not 
be procured at the post, and it became necessary to hire a citizen's team in Bozeman. 

September 1. — Still raining. This prolonged continuance of wet was pro- HeaTyraiQ 

nounced to be unparalleled in the valley. 

Septeniher 2. — Still raining. Despairing of any cessation of bad weather, I determined to make 
a start and try to get over the ground if only a few miles a day. Accordingly pulled out of Ellis 
in the afternoon with a train consisting of a four-mule ambulance, a six-mule team, Trangyortationout 
and a citizen's team, consisting of sis mules and a wheel-team of two broncos or "^ ''^"'*- 
Montana ponies, the eight hauling a wagon and a trail-wagon. This is the ordinary freight-wagon of 
the Territory. The trail is attached to the lead-wagon by a broad, short tongue, at the extremity 
of which an iron eye fits upon the pintle or trail-hook, projecting from the rear of the rear axle. 
Both wagons are provided with powerful brakes, which are set in descending hills. The two wagons 
can together carry over fair roads from 6,000 to 8,000 pounds. The escort consisted of two ser- 
geants and eight men of the cavalry. 

By 9 p. m., the train, with the greatest difdculty, had made about six miles only, and camp was 
pitched in Bridger Creek Valley. The trail-wagou had to be left for the night some two or three 
miles back. tTnfortunately, this wagon contained the greater part of oar bedding and personal 
belongings, and, as the temperature was very low, water freezing in the buckets, the night was 
anything but a comfortable one. 

September 3. — Sent back and brought up the trail, after which, with almost infinite labor, we 
made four miles and camped. Much of the- diffleuUy of hauling over this Bridger 
Pass could be obviated by cutting and rough-bridging, with the labor of troops. 

Three of the party came into camp late. They had beeu hunting in the pass ; had seen a num- 
ber of elk on Bridger Mountain, and killed two or three. 

September 4. — Broke camp at 7, with the sun shining, and pulled up the long hill, the descent 
from which reaches Brackett's Creek. This hill is a plain illustration of the slight trouble required 
to avoid excessive labor. A road around this hill, nearly on a level grade, might easily be made. 
In fact, the road is there, except that in one place, for a hundred yards, the slope is so steep as to 
imperil the equilibrium of a heavily-loaded wagon. A half-day's work with fifty men would make 
it entirely practicable. From Brackett's Creek there is a road leading down it for a short distance ; 
thCQ north, up the valley of Shield's River, past the Three Peaks, to the headwater of the South 
Pork of Musselshell. It was represented, however, that this road was marshy in places, and, with 
the immense amount of rain which had fallen, would probably be impassable. I concluded, there- 
fore, to take, in preference, the more hilly route over which we had come from Baker. About dark, 
after ten miles of very laborious pulling, camp was made on the north side of the mountains, at 
the intersection of two small streams flowing out of the pass. 

—Pulled out at 6.30, and, after great difficulty, and with eontiaual doubling of 
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teams and dropping the trail-wagon, which had again to be brought up, we got clear of the foot- 
bills at the entrance of the pass. Crossing the creek, which flows from the westward out of Flat- 
bead Pass, and its broad meadow- valley, we continued past the camp of Angust 8, and over the 
rolling sage-brnsb prairie to Cottonwood Creek, where we camped, having made sixteen miles. 
During the day, three of the party ascended the mountains on the west of Bridger Pass, and obtained 
a superb view over the Gallatin Valley beyond. 

September 6. — Broke camp at 7. Fair progress was made, bnt the effect of the wet weather 
Camp on South was Still evident in the lower places, and wherever a small creek crossed the road. 
Fork of Deep Creek. Eouiteen milcs from Cottonwood Creek we passed Sixteen Mile Creek, and inclin- 
ing eastward, and leaving the Baker road, made camp three miles farther on, at the head of the 
south fork of Deep Creek. There was but little* wood in camp; the grass and water, however, being 
good. 

September 7. — Taking Reynolds, the guide, I started on in advance of the train for the forks of 
the Musselshell, with the double object in view of intercepting the Carroll mail-stageat that point, 
with probable advices for me, and of obtaining, if possible, some additional, or at least fresh, trans- 
portation, the animals having been gi-eativ pulled down by the severity of the work since leaving 
Ellis. 

Leaving the head of Deep Creek, the trail crosses a divide 200 or 300 feet high, and strikes the 
head of the South Pork of the Musselshell, which it follows to the junction with the North Fork. 

The route for five or six miles is rough and broken, bnt finally follows the creek, which flows 
South ForkofMiia- gently in a wide, fairly- grassed valley, surrounded by mountains. Many hundreds 
^•''^'^^- of cattle were grazing in this valley, which is an excellent stock-range. The 

"Forks" were reached at noon, thirty mites from camp. Captain Ball's company of the Second 
Forka of Mussel- Cavalry aud Eawu's of the Seventh Infantry were in camp on the broad, level 
'''^'' tongue of land in the angle of the two streams. This camp is just on the border 

of the Indian range; is well supplied with all the principal requisites of wood, water, and forage; 
and would be an admirable location for a permanent post for the protection of the Carroll road and 
Remartii Biiii sag. tbo thriving seltlemeuta to the westward. These districts are threatened almost 
^rar(i°and'dia"riim" every summer with forays by the Indiaiis, from which garrisons far in their rear 
HonofgamBons, could Scarcely avail to guard them. These hostile invasions are always sudden 

and generally unforeseen, and only the promptest movements of troops can be of effect. It is not 
difficult to see that such movements would be greatly expedited and their effect by so much increased 
by meeting the Indians at the very door, as it were, and punishing them there, rather than by 
trusting to the uncertain chance of overtaking theiu after the depredations had been committed. 
The garrison and post of Camp Baker, for example, moved forward and established anew at the 
forks of the Musselshell, would make almost secure the whole country behind, aud, in addition, 
would afford a most favorable point from which to send out scouts and reconnaissances, or, on occa- 
sion, to initiate a campaign into the Indian country. Another consideration would be that the 
farther east such a post was established the cheaper and easier it would be to supply. 

S^tember 8. — The train came in at 9 a. m., having camped for the night Ave or six miles back. 
canipRtHoppieys I ^as fortuuBte enough, through the kindness of Lieutenant English, Seventh 
^"'^^ Infantry, to obtain the loan for two days of an additional six.mnle team, with 

which at noon we pulled out on the Carroll road, in company with Captain Browning and Lienten- 
ant Woodruff, Seventh Infantry, made the twenty miles to Hoppley's Hole, aud camped by a spring 
just north of the road. Wood was obtained from the eastern margin of this broad and deep couU, 
in which, however, the grass was poor and thin. 

September 9. — Started at 7 a. m., in advance of the train, with Captain Browning aud a small 
Camp Lewis. P^^ty, for Camp Lewis. Near the spring, in Judith Gap, a soiall detachment of 

Eighteenth Infantry men was in camp. Scattered herds of buffalo could be seen 
grazing on the prairie south of Snowy Mountains. Deviating to the right of the Carroll road, we 
kept along the foot-hills of the mountains, crossing two or three small streams, and finding the grass 
of the hill-slopes rich and luxuriant. An hour's halt for rest was made on Little Trout Creek, and, 
resuming the journey, a heavy, recently-made Indian trail was crossed, leading northward. Lewis 
was reached at 5.15 p. m., after a rapid ride of forty-flve miles. 
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September 10. — The train came in at 2 p. m., having camped on Bnffalo Oreek the night before. 

September XI. — Pulled out at 8 a. m., and in a eonple of hours met the Carroll stage at Warm 
Spring Creek. I was informed that the steamer Josephine woald probably leave ^.^^ ^^ Axmeu' 
Carrol! on the 18th or 19th, bat was lilrely to make another trip, certainly if the Oreek. 
stage of the river would admit. Camp was made on Armell's Creek, twenty-five milea from Lewis, 
with excellent wood, water, and grass. Opposite camp, on the other side of the creek, was a 
plantation of wild hops in full bearing. Mr. Grinnell was exceedingly desirous of examining for 
fossils the lower extremity of the Judith Basin near the Musselshell Eiver. As there was still a 
margin of seven or eight days, with the chance of a later trip of the boat, I determined to divide the 
party, sending a portion of it, under command of Lieutenant Thompson, to the mouth of the 
Judith River, while I should go on to Carroll, ascertfiin as exactly as possible the probabilities of a 
later boat, and send out word at what time the party should re-assemble. Mr. Dana concluded to 
accompany mo to Carroll ; his engagements at the East not admitting of any further delay on his 
part. The wagons were therefore reloaded with the view of sending one six-mule team and the 
greater part of the cavalry escort to the Judith. 

September 13. — The six-mule team was loaded with fifteen days' rations ; all superfluous baggage 
being loaded into the others. The supposed best route to the mouth of the 
Judith was to incline southwest from camp for a few miles, until the divide 
between Warm Spring and Armell's Creeks was reached, thence west and north to the head of 
Dog Eiver, and along the divide between that and Judith River, through a certain pass in the Bad 
Lands, of which we had general information only, to Claggett'a Ranch or Camp Cooke, at the mouth of 
the Judith. At 8.30 the load was completed, and the two parties separated ; Mr. Dana and myself, 
with a sergeant and one man of the cavalry escort and a sergeant and four men of the engineer 
detachment, proceeding on the road to Carroll, while all the others started for the -^ -p,-, •• 
Judith. We reached Box Elder Station nine miles from camp, the edge of the Bad 
Lands at sixteen miles, and Crooked Creek at thirty -two miles. 

The day had been very hot and dusty, and we found no water between Bos Elder and Crooked 
Creek. The bed of the creek was absolutely dry, and the single pool near the road had been trampled 
into a thick mud by the thirsty animals unhitched from two mule-trains and one bull-train, which 
had halted for the night on the creek. We had brought no water with us, and camninBadLaiiaHon 
the prospects of a camp wore whoUy uninviting. About a mile farther down the cmotodcreet. 
creek-bed I observed two or three cottonwood-trees, and an examination of the locality resulted in 
the pleasing discovery of three small but undisturbed pools of water, tepid and alkaline, but 
much better than none. The grass in the vicinity too, though exceedingly poor and thin, had not 
been grazed by the freight- trains. Numbers of antelope had been seen all day, and from the high 
ground on the edge of the Bad Lands small herds of buffalo dotted the broken landscape toward 
the river. 

September 13. — Pulled out at 8 a. m. Crossed Little Crooked Creek, and soon after ascended 
upon the high, rolling prairie, winding over whieh the road eventually leads out upon a high, narrow 
ridge near the river, where, turning to the eastward, the steep descent of 900 feet 
is made into the river-valley, where Carroll is situated. It was ascertained that 
the boat would probably reach Carroll on the 19th, and leave next day. 

There was a possibility that a later trip would be made ; but, as this depended entirely upon the 
stage of water, which was very low and still falling, reliance could not be placed upon it. The 
week's heavy rains in the upper valleys had caused a rise of about six inches in the channel at 
Carroll, bnt this rise had been already exhausted, and more rain could hardly be looked for. I 
therefore dispatched a messenger to Lieutenant Thompson to be back in Carroll on the night of the 
19th. 

September 14. — Mr. Dana was desirous of examining the Little Rocky Mountains some thirty 
miles to the north and west, and we accordingly made preparations for a trip to them. The ambu- 
lance was placed in a Mackinac boat ready for transportation across the river in the morning. 

September 15. — Crossed theriverin the Mackinac, swimming the animals. The party consisted of 
Mr. Dana and myself and four men; one driving a pair of mules in the ambulance, ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^.^.j,^ 
which carried the rations and scanty allowance of bedding. Some of the Carroll Kocky Mountame. 
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hunters at first wished to accompany us, but were afterward deterred by reports of Indians near 
the mountains. I did not altogether regret this ; for a small party entirely under coutrol might be 
safer than a larger one without discipline. In ordertogettheamhulanceout of the boat, we dropped 
down stream a mile and a half to the " point " below on the north bank, whence a hay-road led up 
the hill, climbing the 800 or 900 feet of ascent which was necessary to reach the prairie above, 

Mn route to little 'hence winding along narrow ridges formed by the deeply -penetrating coul4s and 
Hociiy MountaiDs. ravincs Setting back from the river- valley. Reaching the prairie, the Little Rockies 
were in full view, and we traveled rapidly toward them over a dry, stooy, nearly level road, with 
a brief halt for water at a pool iu an unnamed creek-bed. Reaching the margin of the high prairie 
overlooking Little Rocky Creek, the descent appeared jirocipitous and the valley below difficult 
to travel. We therefore proceeded directly toward the mountains, and took our chance of finding 

Cam near the litti ^*''®''* Approachiog Within three or four miles, a very good camp for our small 
Booty Monntains. party was fouud ucar some springs. There was no wood, but we were fortunate 
enough to find a few pieces of drift brought down from the mountains during a freshet, and buffalo- 
chips were abundant. Two or three herds of buffalo were grazing within sight, 
gradually moving off as they became aware of our presence, and the antelope were 
more numerous than I had ever seen them. Soon after sunset, the harvest moon swung its broad 
disk above the eastern horizon, and Hooded the yellow prairie with almost the light of day, shining 
brilliantly all night from a cloudless sky. The air was still, and the temperature mild and pleasant- 
About midnight, the snorting of the horses aroused me, and I found the men all np to keep the 
buffalo which surrounded the camp from coming so near as to stampede our cattle. They were 
approaching us to get water from the springs upou which we were encamped. The animals loomed 
up huge and black in contrast with the yellow prairie, and were evidently in great numbers, as their 
deep rattling snorts and snuffies could be heard in all directions. 

In the gray light of early dawn, an antelope, attracted by the white cover of the ambulance, 
walked nearly into camp, and furnished an excellent breakfast. It was a barren doe, very fat and 
tender, with small horns, an inch or two in length, 

September 16. — Mr. Dana spent the day exploring and examining the mountains. Camp was 
broken at 8 with the intention of finding another farther east in a sort of bay in the south side of 
the range, where wood would be more convenient, and which should offer better protection in case 
the Indians should discover us. 

The presence of buffalo in such great numbers, and the known propinquity of a large Indian 

Little Eooky c^mp some twenty-flve or thirty miles to the eastward, on Pouchette Creek, induced 
Monntaine. ^g j-q jjelievc that a more concealed camp would be much safer. The party was 

so small that it would be just as well to remain undiscovered. Entering the valley, it was found full 
of buffalo and antelope. The adjacent eonUs and ravines were thoroughly examined for water 
without success, and I finally concluded to return to last night's camp. This is ordinarily an inju- 
dicious thing to do; but the quiet demeanor of the bufl[alo induced me to believe that they had not 
recently been hunted. Sending the ambulance back to camp, I took one man, and entered a pass 
behind the prominent mountain, where a well-worn game-trail furnished a good path. The mount- 
ains are well wooded and some 1,200 or 1,500 feet in height, apparently destitute of running water 
at this season. At a narrow place in the trail, a buffalo was encountered, who, after an instant's 
halt, uttered a frightened snort, and whirling his huge bulk around with ludicrous suddenness, set 
off at full speed. A few deer were seen, but no elk or sign of any. Tbe mountains, in fact, seem 
to be too destitute of water to abound in the ordinary game. Emerging from the pass directly north 
of and in view of camp, the bed of the stream which supplied the springs below was found to be dry 
and stony. High np on the mountain-slopes a herd of buffalo were grazing, and Mr. Dana was dis- 
tinguished approaching them with his carbine. His shots killed one, and started the herd at head- 
long speed down the mountain. Hastily concealing ourselves in the bed of the streamj the herd 
swept past, losing two more of their number. I endeavored to overtake on horseback a calf, the 
mother of which had been killed, but my horse developed no great amount of speed, and the calf 
certainly did, skipping away from me witb the utmost agility. We returned to camp and had a 
quiet night, though unpleasantly cold without tents, water freezing in the buckets. 
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Septemlet- 17. — We had seen all that was necessary of the Little Eockies, and had more game than 
could be carried in; a prolonged etaymight be attended with serious consequencea, lumauB eucoun- 
and camp was therefore broken at 8 for the return to Carroll. Steering by com- '^'^^■ 
pass, we had proceeded for a couple of hours, when wo saw half a mile ahead three men engaged in 
skinning a buffalo. Observing us, they mounted and started off, but soon halted and began to 
approach us. They proved to be Indians, a small hunting-party from the large camp, and got us to 
understand that they wanted to go in to Carroll with us as soon as tliey could dispose of the buf- 
falo they were occupied with and another farther on. Though not anxious for their society, I 
assented, intending, in case of the appearance of a large party, and having any trouble with them, to 
hold the three as a sort of hostage. They worked with great earnestness and skill ; and, having 
loaded three ponies with beef in a very short space of time, two of them joined us. The head-man 
pointed northeast, to where he said were forty -five lodges of his people. He denied being a Sious, 
but spoke the language too well to be anything else. Approaching the river opposite Carroll, the 
two Indians wanted Mr. Dana and myself to go directly dowu the bluft to the river 
with them ; but as my riHe had become disabled by an accident, and the pistol 
cartridges were exhausted, their offer was declined. One of them wished to assare me that he was 
unarmed, and throwing back his blanket showed an empty pistol- holster, and said he had lost it 
running buffalo. The same movement, however, exhibited the handle of a pistol on the other side. 
Apparently disgusted at our refusal, they plunged down the hill out of sight, and eventually reached 
town first. 

September 18. — Crossed the ambulance back to Carroll. The steamer Josephine was looked for 
hourly during the day. 

September 19. — At 2 p. m.. Lieutenant Thompson, Mr. Wood, and the wagon arrived, and a few 
hours later Messrs. Grinnell, Ludlow, and Reynolds reached town in a small Mack- jnaitiiBatin party 
Inac, with which they bad descended the river from the Judith. unve. 

A march of forty-four miles in two days — September 12 and 13 — had taken the party from the 
camp on Armell's Creek to the mouth of the Judith, where they remained two days, and returned to 
Carroll in four days. The lower portion of the Judith Basin is largely occupied by Mauvaises 
Terres, precipitous and forbidding, and very difficult to travel. A tew interesting fossils were foand ; 
but the extent of the field and the limited time available prevented thorough search. A large camp 
of Gros Ventres was in the basin intending to winter there, and game was scarce. At 5 p. m„ the 
Josephine reached Carroll and discharged. 

September 20.— Boat took on 60 tons of freight, and left at 4.30 p. m. Lieutenant Thompson 
was instracted to take the cavalry escort and transportation to Ellis and to return 
to Saint Paul via the Union Pacific. 

The subsequent journey down the river was uneventful. The stream was very low, with only 
18 inches of water on Buffalo Eapids, and we were frequently aground. When within fifteen or 
twenty miles of Buford, we met the Key West and exchanged freights; the Josephine returning to 
Carroll to make one more trip. 

September 26. — We left Buford on the Key West at 8 a. m., reached Bismarck on the 29th, and 
Saint Paul October 2. 

Thus terminated this most interesting trip, which had covered by rail, water, 
and on horseback thirty-three hundred miles of travel in ninety-three days through every variety 
of landscape, from the most forbidding to the grandest and most picturesque. 

I beg leave to add the following suggestions relative to the National Park. The main points 
are such as would present themselves to any visitor capable of appreciating the 
wonders of the park, and have been in some cases anticipated in the remarks and 
recommendations of previous visitors. Nevertheless, a repetition of them can do 
no harm, and will at least show what the concurrent testimony on the subject is, 

Congress, by an act approved March 1, 1872 {sections 2474 and 2475, Revised Statutes, ap- 
pended hereto), set aside the area therein defined (and which intended to include all the more 
remarkable objects and scenery) as a national domain, and consecrated it to the enjoyment and 
improvement of all mankind. For this purpose, the park was placed under the control of the Sec- 
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retary of the Interior ; but, unfortunately, the aet provides no farther practical measures for its 
improvement than authorizing the making of small temporary leases (the revenues from whi(;h should 
be devoted to the proper management and improvement of the park) and the promulgation of 
regulations mainly looking to the preservation of the game. I am not informed as to whether any 
such leases have been made ; but it is certain that no expenditures have been made for the improve- 
ment of the park, uor even for its proper protection. Of the preservation of the game I will men- 
tion some facts further on. The park remains io the same wild, secluded condition in which it was 
discovered, a few squatters and hunters inhabiting it. The number of visitors is not great, but is 
yearly increasing, and is mainly made up from the inhabitants of the Montana towns. "Until some 
railroad faeilities shall make the journey less expensive and fatiguing, the people at large can 
hardly avail themselves of the "pleasuring ground" so provided. Meanwhile, 

Wenton doatroo- , ^, , -, ■ ■■ v., ^ n j. ■ ^u 

tionof ourioaitfea in however, thoso who from propinquity are able to do so are entering upon the pos- 

^ session of their privileges, and abusing them by the wanton destruction of what 

was intended to be for the edification of all. 

The treasures of art and beauty, cuouingly contrived by the hand of nature, are in process of 
removal to territorial homesteads, and the proportion of material destroyed to that carried off is 
as ten to one. Hunters have for years devoted themselves to the slaughter of the 
game, until within the limits of the park it is hardly to be found. I was credi- 
bly informed by people on the spot, and personally cognizant of the facts, that during the winter 
of 1874 and 1S75, at which season the heavy snows render the elk an easy prey, no less than from 
1,500 to 2,000 of these, the largest and finest game animals in the country, were thus destroyed 
within a radius of fifteen fiiiles of the Mammoth Springs. From th is large number, representing 
an immense supply of the best food, the skins only were taken, netting to the hunter some $2.50 
or $3 apiece ; the frozen carcasses being left in the snow to feed the wolves or to decay in the 
spring. A continuance of this wholesale and wasteful butchery can have but one effect, viz, the 
extermination of the animal, and that, too, from the very region where he has a right to expect 
protection, and where his frequent inoffensive presence would give the greatest pleasure to the 
greatest number. 

The cure for these unlawful practices and undoubted evils can only be found in a thorough 
mounted police of the park. In the absence of any legislative provision for this, recourse can most 
readily be had to the already existing facilities afforded by the presence of troops in the vicinity and 
by the transfer of the park to the control of the War Department, Troops should 
be stationed to act as guards at the lake, the Mammoth Springs, and especially 
in the Geyser Basin. A couple of signal-sergeants might profitably be employed in keeping 
meteorological and geyser records, which would be of great interest and value. 

In time, with faithful supervision, the park could easily be made self-supporting. Franchises 
and leases will be valuable, and properly administered would furnish a revenue sufficient to pro- 
ceed gradually with all the improvements required. But meanwhile, and before any improvements 
can be judiciously undertaken, an indispensable preliminary would be a thorough and accurate 
topographical survey, which, having been completed, would serve to indicate where roads and 
bridle-paths could best be opened or most improved. The boundaries o f the park could at the 
same time be run and laid down upon the ground. 

For this a small annual appropriation of from |S,000 to $10,000 should be made, and the survey 
might properly be under the charge of an engineer officer, who, while making his survey and map, 
might at the same time be turning his attention and devoting perhaps a certain sum to the selection 
and construction of better routes of travel. While it would not be possible at once to make the park 
practicable for vehicles, the pack- trails could be vastly improved at slight expense ; the survey indi- 
cating the best routes. An observatory on Mount Washburne, with a wire to Bozeman, could be 
constructed cheaply, and furnish a starting-point whence all the higher peaks, and from them the 
intervening country, could be mapped. Bough bridges could be constructed where needed, and 
the worst portions of the trail corduroyed. This preliminary work accomplished, and about two 
seasons' work would be required for it, the yearly appropriation being continued, the roads could 
6 practicable for wagons and carriages. Lodging-places could be constructed at 
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the Mammoth Springs, tbe bridge, the falls, the lake, and ttie geyser basins, for the accommoda- 
tion of visitors ; and these, after the constrnction by the engineer oflcer, ahonld be under the 
charge of an ofiftcer detailed to make constant inspections of them and of the detachments doing 
guard and police duty in the park. Visitors should be tbrbidden to kill any game. The hunters 
should have their arms and spoils confiscated, besides being liable to prosecution. 

Forthe accomplishment of these purposes, it would certainly be most convenient and expedient 
to take advantage of the presence and organization of the military, and to intrast the care of the 
park, at least temporarily, to the War Department ; at least until such time as a civilian superin- 
tendent, living in the park, with a body of mounted police under his orders, should sufiice for its 
protection, 

The day will come, and it cannot be far distant, when this most interesting region, crowded with 
marvels and adorned with the most superb scenery, will be rendered accessible to all ; and then, 
thronged with visitors from all over the world, it will be what nature and Congress, for once work- 
ing together in unison, have declared it should be, a National Park. 

Eespectfully submitted. 

William Ludlow, 
Captmn Corps of Engineers, JJ. 8. A., 
Chief Engineer D^artment of Dakota. 

The Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Department of Dakota, Saint Faul, Minn, 



ACT APFBOVED MARCH I, 1879. 

(Revised Statutes of the United States, sectUms 3474 and2i75.) 

Sec. 2474. The tract of land in the Territories of Montana and Wjooiiog, lying near tlie headwaters of the Yellow- 
Btone Eiver, and d&aoriljed aa follows, t« wit, oommenoing at the janction of Gardiner's Eiver with Roviaeil Statnisa 
the Yellowstone Eiyer, and rnnningeast to the meridian passing ten miles east of the moat oaaCera sectloaa S4T4 aad 
point of the YeUowstone Late ; thenco soutb along said meridian to the parallel of latitude passing 
ten miles south of the most eonthern point of Yellowstone Lake; thenoe west along said parallel to tbe meridian pasisiug 
fifteen miles west of tho most western point of Madison Lalie ; thence north along said meridian to the latitude of the 
junction of the Yellowstone and Gardiner's Rivers; thenoe east to the plaeeofheginning, is reserved and withdrawn from 
settlement, occupancy, or sale ander tiie laws of tlie United States, and dedicated and set apart as a piihlie park or 
pleasuring ground for the benefit and enjoyment of the people; and all persons who locate or settle upon, or occupy any 
part of tho land thus act apart as a public park, except aa provided in tho following section, shall be considered trea- 
passera and removed therefrom. 

Sec. 2475. Such public park shall be under tho exelusivo control of the Secretary of the Interior, whose duty 
it shall be, as soon aa practicable, to make and puWish such regulations aa he may deem neceaaary or proper for the care 
and management of the aame. Such regulations shall provide for the preservation from injury or spoliation of all tim- 
ber, mineral deposits, natural curiosities, or wonders within the park, and their retention in their natural condition. 
The Secretary may, in his discretion, grant leases for building purposes, for terms not exceeding ten years, of small par- 
cels of ground, at such pla«ea in tbe park as may require the erection of bnildings for the accommodation of visitors ; 
all of rhe proceeds of snoh leases, and all other revenues thai may be derived from any source conneoied with the park 
to be expended under his direction in the management of the same, and the construction of roads and bridle-paths 
therein. He shall provide against tho wanton destraction of the fish and gamefound within the park, and against their 
capture or destruction for tho purpose of merchandise or profit. He shall also cause all persons trespassing upon the 
same to be removed therefrom, and generally is authorized to take all such measavea aa may be necessary or proper to 
fully carry out the objects and purposes of this section. 
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ASTEOiJOMlCAL OBSEEVATIONS FOE TIME AND LATITUDE AT OAEEOLL, CAMP 
LEWIS, ABD CAMP BAKEE. 
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Determination of latitude by eirenm-meridian altitudes. 
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Observation for time. 
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Determination of the latitude by observed double attitudes of Polaris op" the meridian. 
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camp, and of the Montana posts, distances traveled, &e. 
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Distances on the Missouri River from Bismarck to Benton, from a survei/ iy Lieul. F. V. Greene, 
United States Engineers, under direction of Capt. W. J. Tvdning, Corps of Engineers. 
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REPORT OF A RECONNAISSANCE OF JUDITH BASIN, AND OF A TRIP 
FROM CARROLL TO FORT ELLIS, VIA YELLOWSTONE RIVER. 



By Lieut. K. E. Tiiompsos. 



FoBT Stetbnson, Dak., March 8, 1876. 

SiE ; I have the honor to forivarii lierewitb a report of the reconnaissance of the Judith Basin, 
made during the past summer, in accordance with your orders, and an accouut of my subsequent 
return from Carroll, Mont., to Fort Ellis, by way of the Yellowstone Elver. 

The trip to the Judith River, whicli was laid out as part of the summer's work, on condition 
that it could be completed before the close of navigation on the Upper Missouri, was ordered from 
the camp on Armell's Creek, September 11, Its object was the examination of the country in the 
vicinity of the Judith, with regard to its topographical features, to accurately locate its position, 
but more particularly to afford an opportunity for a thorough search for fossil remains in the cut 
banks of its valley, which ofter so extensive an exposure. The party consisted of a sergeant and 
one private of the Engineer Battalion, charged with running the trail by compass and odometer; a 
detachment of a sergeant and seven privates of the Second Cavalry as esoortj and Reynolds as 
guide. 

Mr. G. B. Grinnell and Mr. Ludlow accompanied the party; the former interested in the 
paleontology and zoology of the country. Sextant- observations were made by Mr. W. H. Wood 
whenever practicable. 

Including myself, the party numbered fifteen men, all mounted, save the teamster, the ser- 
geant in charge of the odoraeter-eact, and the man charged with the care of the chronometers. 

On the morning of September 13, the party was put en route across a stretch of rolling prairie 
country. The general coarse was toward Square Butte, a landmark in the vicinity of Bcntou, 
considerably west of the point to be reached ; hut it^was deemed advisable, from lack of knowledge 
of the country, and from the broken appearance to our right, to make the divide between Dog 
Creek and the Judith, and to follow this up till opportunity offered to descend to the valley of the 
latter stream near its mouth. The headwaters of Dog Creek were reached in the afternoon. Here 
I was joined by Eeed, who had volunteered his services as guide. Camped at a pool near this 
creek, 

^lu the morning (September 13), a course more to the north was taken, bearing nearly on Bear's 
Paw Mountains. The divide was kept from necessity, either valley being impassable for wagon. 
Shortly after leaving camp, the broken character of the Judith Bad Lands began to appear to our 
left and front. 

For twenty miles back from the mouth of the stream, the country immediately tributary to it 
is washed and cut into the wihiest and most rugged shapes. The soil is of that clayey character 
capable of supporting itself at steep inclines ; and where ordiuariiy the drainage would be con- 
ducted in simple valleys or natural depressions, here gulches and ravines, with precipitous sides, 
are formed by the flow of the water. The worst of these were avoided, and to within ten miles of 
the mouth of the Judith our path was over a country such that a heavily-loaded wagon-train could 
have been conducted with but little difficulty. 
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The Juditli and Dog Creeks from their sonrees converge gradually, and, at their jiiuction with 
the Missouri, are but three miles apart. The valley of Dog Creek is broken in a manner similar to 
that of the Judith ; and, back ten miles from their mouths, this erosion, from long- continued action 
of water, has gone to snch extent that the summit of the divide between these two streams is a 
simple backbone of a few feet in width, and the passage of this ridge with a single wagon, lightly 
loaded and conducted with care, nearly entailed the loss of the team. This difficult piece of road 
lasted but a few hundred yards. For six miles farther ou the valleys keep apart, and give a good 
stretch of prairie. 

A descent into the valley of the Judith was made at a point four miles from its month. 
Oamped on the river; abundance of wood ; grazing poor. 

The Judith is a swift-running stream, from 60 to 80 feet in width, and has a depth of water 
varying from 2 to 4 feet. Its sources in the Judith Mountains are clear, cold springs, but the 
character of the water changes completely in its course to the Missouri. Its temperature is very 
much increased, and a considerable amount of earthy matter is taken up and held iu suspeusion. 
Though all its upper branches are plentifully stocked with trout, none of these flsh were taken in 
the main stream. Its valley proper, from bluff to binff, is about a mile wide, well timbered with 
a young growth of cottonwood. Scrub pines and cedars are sparsely scattered over the highlands, 
principally on the sides and at the heads of ravines. From the rate at which the wood is now 
being taken out for the supply of steamboats, the whole will be exhausted before many years. 

September li, moved camp half a mile down stream for better gracing; visited Fort Claggett, 
a small Indian trading-post on the Missouri, a short distance above the Judith. It consists of two 
log buildings facing each other; their ends joined by a stockade, with a small flanking arrange- 
ment at the alternate angles. A few Indians were seen about; their tepees standing near the fort, 

From the ruins of old Camp Cooke, in the west angle between the Judith and Missouri, the 
plan of the post can be distinctly traced; some of the adobe walls still withstanding the effects, of 
the weather. 

The 15th and 16th were consumed in a vigorous search for fossils by nearly all the party. 
Observations were made by Mr. Wood. 

On the night of the 16th, a courier arrived from Carroll, with orders from you for the return of 
the party. Preparations were made accordingly. As it is highly probable that a more lengthened 
search in this vicinity than our time had allowed would be richly rewarded, and, in order to attbrd 
every facility for the improvement of the time that could be gained, a mackinaw was procured, by 
which Mr. Grinuell, at whose disposal it was placed, with Messrs. Liidlow aud Eeynolds, was enabled 
to remain somewhat longer upon the ground, and then make Carroll by way of the Missouri as 
soon as the overland party. 

The return trip began on the 17th. My old trail was necessarily taken for part of the way 
back ; but, as soon as opportunity offered, a course to the east of it was taken ; but little was gained 
by this, however, for from the nature of the ground I was compelled to pass near the old camp on 
Armell's Creek. 

But little game was seen on the Judith. The Indians, as well as white men in that vicinity, 
kill for hides alone for purposes of trade. The consequence is very apparent. But three or four 
herds of buffalo and a few antelope were seen there ; antelope becoming more plentiful as we left the 
river behind us. 

Carroll was reached the afternoon of the 20th; the party by boat making the landing soon 
after. 

This trip demonstrated the practicability of a wagon-road through the Judith Basin to the 
Missouri; though for general use a considerable amount of work would first needs be done. 

The trail was carefully kept; the principal topographical features being sketched in. The data 
for the plotting of the course and the astronomical notes are already in your hands. 

Every facility was afforded Mr. Grinnell in his collection of fossils. It is to be regretted that 
longer time could not have been taken m this work. 

After the departure of the main party from Carroll for the East, it devolved upon me to con- 
duct the transportation back to Ellis. 

The party under my charge consisted of but two sergeants and ten privates of the Second 
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Cavalry, and it was ray inteution to follow the road previously passed over by tbe party ; but on 
my arrival at the forks of the Musselshell River, I found a company of the iSecond Cavalry, com- 
manded by Lient. L. H. Jerome, under orders to scout the country east of the Crazy Mountains as 
far as the Yellowstone, and thence to return to Fort Ellis by way of that river. 

Through the courtesy of Lieutenant Jerome, I was enabled to avail myself of the jjpportunity 
(which the sutall force at my disposal rendered it imprudent to attempt) to strike the Yellowstone 
at Big Timber Creek, a point within about seventy miles of that to which General Forsyth had 
ascended with his expedition in the spring. 

Camp at the forks of the Musselshell was struck on the 28th of September, crossed to the 
south side of the Musselshell a mile below the forks, followed the general course of this stream for 
about four miles to the Little Blk — a well-wooded stream, crossed from this creek to the Big Elk 
(seven miles) in a course a little east of south, passed this stream, and three-quarters of a mile 
tiii-tber on a branch of the same. About eight miles more of travel brought us to the Porcupine 
(01' American Fork). Here camped. 

Throughont this day's march, an exceedingly large number of antelope were observed, and at 
our camp on the Porcupine the woods and underbrush were alive with doer, showing in a very 
marked manner the absence of the skin-hunter, 

September 29. — Traveled seven miles to Summit Creek; four miles farther on crossed the Sweet 
Grass, a tributary to the Yellowstone. It is fed by springs and melted snow from Crazy Mountain, 
and flows a volume of water nearly equaling that of the Musselshell. 

Beyond this, several small streams were passed: Beaver Cre«k, standing in pools at this season, 
two miles ; a branch of same, half a mile ; three miles farther on, Williamson's Creek, and a mile 
from this. Burnt Creek, all emptying into the Sweet Grass. 

The first crossing of Big Timber Creek was at three miles ; we recrossed half a mile beyond, 
and camped on left bank. This stream is about 20 feet wide, clear and cold. The valley is very 
heavily timbered. 

On the department maps, several small streams are noted as running into Big Timber from 
the north. There are no streams of any moment after passing Burnt Creek going south on this 
trail. 

Ootoher 1. — Traveled down left bank of Big Timber for about five miles ; crossed within half a 
mile of its mouth. Here observed indications of Indians, probably Crows. 

Two large tripods, 30 feet or more in height, had been erected, and from the legs of these were 
suspended huudreds of moccasins, some of them beautifully beaded. It was remarkable that none 
of these moccasins were more than 5 inches in length; the most of them averaging about 3 inches; 
probably some offering, or medicine. Traveled up Yellowstone on its left bank. Little Timber 
about four miles and a half from Big Timber, about a third of the size of the latter ; well wooded. 
The country between these two streams is very poor, almost no grazing; sage-brush being the main 
production. Half a mile farther on crossed a branch of Little Timber ; the two unite about three 
hundred yards from the Yellowstone. Three miles beyond, Cherry Creek. In succession, we 
passed Duck Creek three miles on. Hot Spring Creek three miles beyond, and Cold Spring Creek a 
mile beyond that. Went into camp on the Yellowstone near the latter. 

October 2. — General course still along Yellowstone. Crossed Yellowstone ten miles from camp 
at a point nearly opposite old Crow agency. The ford was very circuitous, ranging back and 
forth along the bars to avoid deep water. At this season, the greatest depth oa this ford brings the 
water nearly to tbe wagon -body. 

The old Crow agency, recently abandoned, is at the tbot of the Yellowstone Mountains, oppo- 
site to, and about four miles from, the mouth of Shield's Eiver. It consists of a collection of rude 
buildings, principally adobe. Kecrossed the Yellowstone about five miles above the agency. There 
are two fords equally good, one above and one below " Benson's Perry." Formerly, the passage of 
the stream at high water was made by a ferry-boat conducted by means of a cable stretched across 
the river. At the time of my crossing, the ferry wa.s not in existence. Its place is marked by two 
stones on the left batik. Camped two miles below, just opposite one of the highest points of the 
Yellowstone Mountains, called Medicine Peak. 

Octobers. — After leaving camp, crossed Fleshman's Creek about eight miles from Shield's Iliver. 
8 w 
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Half a mile beyond ia a small stream, whieli 1 followed up for about twelve miles, then pulled over 
a bigti divide; at this poiut the only diffloult road was encountered. Across the divide, the head of 
the Middle Fork of the Gallatin ttivor was struck, and a general course with that of the stream was 
followed to Fort Ellis. 

In the progress up the Yellowstone River, a very noticeable feature presented itself; the 
change of the character of the country adjacent to it. Throughout its whole length on the lower 
stream, the elevations on either side never attain to more thau the dignity of " buttes." But from the 
moment of passing Crazy Mountain, the scenery c>f the river becomes more in keeping with the 
grandeur to wJiich it attains above. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. E. Thompson, 
Second Lieutenant Sixth Infantry. 
Oapt. William Ludlow, 

Corps of Engineers, Saint Paul, Minn. 
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LETTER or TRANSMITTAL. 



Tale Oollege, New Haven, Conn., 

June 1, 1876. 

SiE : I beg leave to hand you herewith, aa a partial report on the zoology of the region trav- 
ersed by your expedition last summer, a list of the mammals and birds observed on the trip. In 
making out this list, I have taken care to give only such species as I actually saw and identified 
either in life or by their remains. I have added a list of such species as have been noticed in the 
immediate vicinity of the Yellowstone Park, combining the observations made by Mr. Merriam, of 
Hayden's survey, 1873, with my own during the past summer. 

It may not be out of place here, to call your attention to the terrible destruction of large game, 
for the hides alone, which is constantly going on in those portions of Montana and Wyoming through 
which we passed. Buffalo, elk, mule-deer, and antelope are being slaughtered by thousands each 
year, without regard to age or sex, and at all seasons. Of the vast majority of the animals killed, 
the hide only is taken. Females of all these species are as eagerly pursued in the spring, when 
just about to bring forth their young, as at any other time. 

It is estimated that during the winter of 1874-'75 not less than 3,000 elk were killed for 
their hides alone in the valley of the Yellowstone, between the mouth of Trail Creek and the Hot 
Springs. If this be true, what must have been the number for both the Territories! Buffalo and 
mule-deer suffer even more severely than the elk, and antelope nearly as much. Thd Territories 
referred to have game laws, but, of course, they are imperfect, and cannot, in the present condition 
of the country, be enforced. Much, however, might be done to prevent the reckless destruction of the 
animals to which I have referred, by the officers stationed on the frontier, and a little exertion in 
this direction would be well repaid by the increase of large game in the vicinity of the posts 
where it was not unnecessarily and wantonly destroyed. At one or two points, notably Camp 
Baker, efforts have been made to drive off the skin hunters, and with such success that the officers 
have very fine hunting within easy reach. The general feeling of the bett«r class of frontiersmen, 
guides, hunters, and settlers, is strongly against those who are engaged in this work of butchery, 
and all, I think, would be glad to have this wholesale and short-sighted slaughter put a stop to. 
But it is needless to enlarge upon this abuse. The facts concerning it are well known to most 
Army officers and to all inhabitants of the Territory. It is certain that, unless in some way the 
destruction of these animals can be checked, the largo game still so abundant in some localities 
will ere long bo exterminated. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Geo. Bird Gbikhell. 

Col. Wm. Ludlow, 

Chief Engineer Department Dakota, St. Paul, Minnesota. 
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ZOOLOGICAL REPORT. 



By Geo. Bird Giunni 



LIvST OF MAMMALS AND BIRDS. 

CHAPTEK I. 

MAMMALS. 

1. FELI8 COSCOLOR, Linn. 
Mountain Lion ; Cougae. 

Although not a common species, a few of these animals are killed in the mountains every 
winter. 

The skins of the Cougar were tbrmeriy imyorted in large quantities from the east and from 
California for purposes of trade with the Indiana. A few years since, a good skin was sometimes 
sold for seven or eight buffalo-robes j but at preseat they have little or no cointnercia! value. A 
single individual of this species was seen by our party on the Yellowstone Biver, near the mouth 
of Alum Oreek. 

2. LYNX EUFUS, Eaf. 

Bay Lynx; Wildcat. 

Very abundant in the mountains. 

3. LYNX CANADENSIS, Eaf. 

Cakada Lynx; Catamount. 

Not a common species, though taken occasionally. I saw a few skins at Fort Peck, and was 
told that it was sometimes killed in the Yellowstone Park. 

CANID^. 

4. CANI8 OCOIDENTALIS, BicJt. 

Gray Wole ; Tehber Wolf, 

Although the Gray Wolf is always killed whenever the opportunity offers, it still exists in con- 
siderable numbers wherever the Buffalo are abundant. On the return march, jast before entering 
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the Judith Gap, 1 saw one pack of twelve, another of niue, and, besides these, many individuals 
singly or by twos and threes. Buffalo were very mimerous here, and, although not much hunted, 
enough were killed to furnisb abundant food for the wolves. Tliis species was also abundant near 
the Judith River, and during the hours of darkness their howliugs were heard almost constantly. 

Wolfing, as it is called, is an established industry in Montana; and, being pursued only in 
winter, it gives employment aud support ta a large number of teamsters, steamboat-hands, and 
others who are necessarily idle at this season. The method is sufficiently siuiple. The wolfer, 
starting out, kills a deer, a buft'alo, or some other large animal, and, thoroughly poisoning it with 
strychnine, leaves it for a day or two. When he returns to it, he finds from one to a dozen wolves 
coyotes, and foxes lying dead about the carcass. As wolf-skins, large and small, i. e., gray wolves 
and coyotes, bring $2.50 apiece at the trader's store, it is not unusual for two men to make $1,000 
or $1,500 at this work iu a winter. 

Almost all the dogs seen among the Assinaboines, Crows, and Gros Ventres of the Prairie, 
appeared to have more or less wolf-blood in their veins, and many of them would have been taken 
for true wolves bad they been seen away from the Indian camps. 

5. CANIS LATBAN8, Say. 
pRAiEiE Wolf ; Coyote. 

This species is abundant between Carroll and Fort Ellis; being, I think, much more common 
on the prairie than iu the monntaius. 1 have always found it most numerous in a plain country, 
■where there are deep washed ravines, to which the animals may retire during the day, and in holes 
in the sides of which the young are brought forth. When searching for fossils in such places dur- 
ing the past summer, I have often come upon an old female lying at the mouth of a hole in the 
bank, and surrounded by her litter, of from four to eight half-grown pups. At my appearance, the 
family would spring to their feet, stare at me for a few seconds, and then two or three would dart 
into the hole, as many wildly scramble up the bank, and the rest would start off up the ravine at 
a good round pace, looking back over their shoulders every few steps, as if there were a constant 
struggle between their fears and their curiosity, 

A puppy, perhaps three months old, was captured while we were in camp on Crooked Creek 
He had taken refuge in a hole in the bluffs, and was dug out and brought to camp. Although so 
young, he was utterly wild and vicious ; snapping at any one that ventured to touch him, and refus- 
ing to eat. His unceasing efforts to escape were at length successful, and one moniing we found 
that during the night he had gnawed off his fastenings and departed. 

6. VULFBS ALOPEX MACEURUS, Baird. 

Prairie Fox. 

This is an abundant species throughout the country traversed by our party. It is often found 
dead near the carcasses poisoned for wolves. 

7. VULPE8 VELOX, Aud <.% Bach. 

Swift; Kit Fox. 

This pretty little fox is common on the prairies of Dakota and Montana, and, as it is a species 
that has but few enemies, it is often quite tame. I have sometimes come upon one of these animals 
as it lay sleeping in the sun at the mouth of its burrow, and have been amused to see it, after a 
brief examination of me, stretch, yawn, and then with its tail held straight up in the air, and an 
appearance of the utmost uaconcern, trot slowly into the hole. This has generally two openings ; 
and sometimes, while you are examining one entrance, the Swift may be seen inspecting yon from 
the other. 
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MUSTELIDJi:. 

8. MUSTELA AMEEICANA, Turton. 



The Marten is said to be quite abundant in the mountains of tlie Yellowstone Park, and it 
doubtless is found some distance down the Missouri Eiver. I saw elvins at Eort Peck which I was 
told had been taken in the immediate neighborhood. 

9. PUTORIUS YISON, Rich 

Mink. 

This species was quite abundant all througli the mountains. Some very fine dark specimens 
were seen along Bridger Creek near Fort Eltis. 

10. GULO LUSOUS, Sabine. 

WOLVEEENIi: J SKUKJC-BEAK. 

No living iudiyidualsof this species were seen by any of the party; but we noticed their tracks 
quite often while in the park, and saw many skins in Eozemau. Hunters there informed me that they 
were seldom killed, except in the severest weather of the winter. In this region, they were spoken 
of as the " Skunk-bear"; farther south they are called "Carcajou". The young, when first born, 
are said to be snow-white in color. Although this species is seldom found far from the mountains, 
an indivdual was killed during the winter of 1872-'73 near Fort Stevenson on the Missouri Eiver, 
It had probably wandered out on to the prairie from the high Bad Lands of the Little Missouri. 

11. LUTRA CANADENSIS, Hah. 
Otter. 

Although nowhere a very abundant species, the Otter occurs perhaps as frequently on the 
Missouri Eiver as on the purer mountain-streams. The furs taken on this river, however, are by 
no means so valuable as those which come from the mountains ; being much lighter in color and 
less glossy. This difference is regarded by trappers and dealers in furs to be due to the muddy 
character of the Missouri water. Whether this be the case, or whether it is merely an exemplifica- 
tion of the law which obtains with regard to the birds and mammals of the plains as coutrasted with 
those of the mountains, I am unable at present to determine. It seems quite possible, however, that 
the former explanation is the ti'ue one, since animals like the Otter and Beaver, to which latter 
the above remarks also apply, from the conditions of their lives are but slightly exposed to the modify- 
ing influences which act on animals living on the uplands and more or less diurnal in their habits. 

The fur of the Otter is highly prized by the Indians ; being used by them to tie up the hair, to 
ornament their " coup-sticks ", to cover bow-cases and quivers, and for a variety of other purposes. 

12. MEPHITIS MEPniTTCA, Baird. 
SltUNK. 

This species is exceedingly abundant throughout Eastera Montana. While ascending the 
Missouri River, we often saw them on the low benches of alluvium left bare by the rapid falling of 
the waters. Having slipped or climbed down the almost vertical banks to get to the water, they 
seemed unable to retrace their steps, and could ouly escape from their prison by swimming. 

At Camp Lewis, these animals were so numerous as to have become a terrible nuisance. Mr. 
Eeed, the post-trader, told me one morning that during the previons night he had been obliged to 
rise four times to kill Skunks. 
9 IV 
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13. 'iAXIDEA AMERICANA, Bff:r<7. 

BAixmn. 

The Badger was quite commoQ all through the prairie country over which wo passed, but was 
most often seen in the vicinity of the prairie-dog towns. It is a slow animal, and may easily be 
overtaken by a man on foot. If unable to reach its hole in time to escape, it will turn and rush 
toward its pursuer in the most conrageous manner ; snapping and snarling in such a way as to 
inspire one with a wholesome respect for it. 

URSIDiE. 

l-i. I'EOOYON LOTOR, -Shrr. 

RACCOON. 

This species occnrs occasionally along the Missouri liiver. 

15. UR8US HOERIBILIS, Onl 

Gkjzzly Beak. 

The Grizzly is rather common in some localities along the Missouri; and from the upper deck of 
the steamer I saw throe one evening digging roots In a wide level bottom. In the Bridger Mount- 
ains and in the "Yellowstone Park, they were numerous, so much so that we would often see sev- 
eral sets of fresh tracks in a morning's ride. Erom their abundance in the vicinity of Fort Ellis and 
Bozeman, it was evident that they were not much disturbed by hunters. 

In Bozeman, I was shown two cubs about six months old ; and two more sullen and vicious 
little brutes I never saw. A Black Bear cub of about the same age was as friendly and playful 
as a puppy ; but no one dared to venture within reach of the Grizzlies. 

But little seems to be known about the breeding-habits of this bear. It is pretty well estab- 
lished, however, that the young are brought forth about the 15fch of .Taimaiy, and that thoy are 
then very small, scarcely larger than new-born puppies. 

IC. UESUS AMEEIOANUS, Pallas. 

Black Bbae. 

Not nearly so common as the preceding species. Only one living specimen was seen. At a 
ranch near the bridge over the Yellowstone Eiver, however, I was shown a single skin of the so 
called Cinnamon Bear, which, I was told, had been taken in the I'ark. 

SCIURID^. 

17. SOIUEUS HUDSONIUS, FuUas. 

Eed iSQUiEEEL; Pine Squikkei.. 

Red Squirrels were abundant wherever . pine timber was fonnd. In the mountains, they seem 
to feed chiefly on the seeds of the pinej and I frequently came upon little heaps of cones gathered 
together by the squirrels jnst as they collect nuts in the East. Most specimens taken in the Yel- 
lowstone Pai'k seem to be referable to var. Biohardsonii, but several killed in the Fire Hole Valley 
iire not to he distinguished from ordinary (Connecticut specimens. 

IS. TAMIAS QUADRIVITTATUS, Jikli. 
MlSSOUEI Geouhd Squibeei.. 
This pretty little squirrel seems eq;ua!ly at home among the most desolate Bad Lands, where 
no vegetation is to be found save a few straggling sage-bushes, and amid the dense pine forests 
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ai]d lusuiiiiut undergrowth of tlie mountains. They are very gentle aud unsuspicious, and would 
play about in the most unconcerned manner while 1 was standing within, a few feet of them. 

Although by no means tree-climbers, in the strict acceptation of the term, I often saw thorn, 
while at play or when frightened, ascend the pines to a height of 30 or 30 feet. It would seem 
that they are not exclasively vegetarian in their diet; for I interrupted one of them while making 
a meal of the dried carcass of a Mesperomys. It sat up, holding the food in its fore feot in the 
ordinary manner, and gnawiug the meat from the back and shoulders. No doubt, in some localities 
it feeds, partially at least, on grasshoppers, as many of the small rodents of the West are known 
to do. 

19. SPERMOPHILUS TEIDEClM-LmEATUB, Mitchell. 

Striped Peaieie Squibebl. 
This species was common everywhere on the prairies. When anything unusual attracts its 
attention, it raises itself np on its haunches to examine the object of its curiosity. As this approaches, 
the sqairrel gradually lowers itself until at last it is quite flattened out upon the ground. In this posi- 
tion, if the eye is removed from it fbr a moment, it is very difficult to find it again, as its colors 
harmonize admirably with the yellowish gray of the soil. 

20. SPERMOPHILUS RICHARDSONII, Cm. 
ElOHAKDSOM'S GeOTJND SQTJEEEL. 

This species was not seeu until after we had passed Camp Lewis in Montana. Along the 
North Fork of the Musselshell Eiver it was abundant in the valley, and it was observed in con- 
siderable numbers about Camp Baker and Fort Ellis. 

In their habits, they resemble the Prairie-dog {Gynomi/s) more nearly than any other species 
with which I am acquainted. They live in communities, act as do the Prairie-dogs when approached, 
and are equally hard to secure when shot near the entrance of their burrows. A young one, killed 
with a charge of fine shot at short range, moved himself over two feet along the smooth sar- 
faee of a flat rock, on which he had been lying when shot, by convulsive pushes of his hind feet. 
After I had taken him iu my hand, these tickings continued for half a minute or more, although 
the animal could not have been conscious aftei' the shot struck: him. 

I several times saw the youug of this species playing with one another very prettily. One 
standing over the other would hold him down and pretend to bite his head and neck, just as we 
often see young puppies play together. 

At Camp Baker, there were many of these animals in and about our camp, and they soon 
became very tame. Often Ithey would come to the open tent-door, and, sitting on their haunches, 
would watch the occupants with an appearance of the greatest curiosity. AVe often tried to catch 
them alive, but were never successful. They would always manage to slip into some hole that we 
did not know of, just as our hands were on them. Between Port Ellis and Bozeman there is quite 
a large settlement of these animals, aud they were more tame here than at any other locality where 
we met with them. 

21, CYMOMTS LUDOVICIANUS, Baird. 

Praieie-dog. 
Quite abuudaut on the plains near the foot of the mountains, 

22. AECTOMrS FLAVIVENTEE, Bach. 

Western Wood-chuck. 

Common in the mountains, but rather a shy species, more often heard than seeu. 

23. CASTOR CANADENSIS, Kiihl. 

Beaver, 

While ascending the Missouri, we saw the houses and " slides " of the iteaver very frequently, 

and often, just at evening, the animals themselves were observed, sitting on tho banks gazing at 
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tlie steamer, or feeding on the tender sboota of the eottonwood and willow. They wei'e by no 
means shy, and would sometimes permit the vessel to pass within a few yarda of them without 
taking to the water. 

The streams in the mountains through which wo passed were sometimes dammed by the 
Beavers for miles, and the backwater spreading out over the level valleys makes wide ponds. 
These in the course of time are partially filled up with the mud carried down by the stream, and 
when this takes place are deserted by the Beavers, which move away and build another dam some- 
where else. As the pond fills, a rank growth of rushes and underbrush springs up, and before long, 
what was a pretty little lake has become an impassable morass. 

The value of the fur of the Missouri Eiver Beaver is diminished by the same causes spoken of 
in reference to that of the Otter. 

SACCOMYIDiE. 

24. THOMOMYS TALPOIDES, {Bich.) Baird. 
Gopher. 

An individual of this si>ecies was taken among the high mountains near the head of Gardiner'a 
Eiver. It was running over the snow-drifts when captured. 

MURIDiE. 

25. ZAPUS HCTDSOHIUS, Cones. 

JuitrpiNG :mouse. 
This species was observed several times in the Bridger Mountains, and again on Cascade 
Creek near the Yellowstone Eiver. 

26. MUS .DECUMAHUS, Pallas. 

Beown Eat. 
The common Wharf-rat is sufficiently abundant in all the settlements on the Missouri Eiver to 
be a great nuisance and to do considerable damage. In the trader's store at Fort Peck, they were 
very numerons, so much so that the trader told me that he had recently poisoned one hundred and 
fifty in one week. 

27. MUS MUSCULUS, Linn. 

House Mouse. 
Abnndant in towns and large settlements, but in isolated ranches replaced by the following 

28. HESPEE0MY9 LEU0OPTJ8 SOIfOBIENSIS, LeGonte. 
Western White-Footed Mouse. 
This species was very abundant along the North Eork of the Musselshell Eiver and along the 
Yellowstone. In many places, they had deserted the woods and fields and taken to the ranches, 
where they are quite as annoying as the common House Mouse. 

29. AEVICOLA EIPAEIA, Ord. 
Meadow Mouse. 
Very common along the Yellowstone Eiver. 

30. FIBER ZIBETHICUS, (Z,.) Cm. 
MuSKRiT. 
Abundant on streams flowing into the Missouri. 
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HYSTRICIDJ5. 

31. EBITHIZON EPIXANTHUS, BrawU. 
Tbllow-haiebd Porcupine. 
Quite commo 11 along the Missouri and in the "bottoms" of streams flowing into tbiit river. 
We saw signs of its presence also in tlie National Park along the Yellowstone Biver. 

LEPOItlDiE. 
33. LEPUS OAMPESTEIS, BaclumiL 

Praieib Hake. 
This species is very abundant in some localities, while in others, quite as favorable for it, it is not 
found at all. In fact, the abundance or scarcity of the Prairie Hare in any district depends almost 
altogether on the number of wolves to be found in tbe same tract of country. Where all the 
coyotes and gray wolves have been killed or driven off, the hares exist in great numbers ; but 
where the former are abundant, the latter arc seldom seen. We saw none neat the Missouri Eiver, 
where the buftaloes, and consequently the wolves, were numerous ; but at Oamp Baker, where there 
were scarcely any wolves, the hares were very common. 

33. LEPUS AETEMISIA, Badma)i. 
SAGfE EABBIT. 
Very abundant west of the Missouri in suitable localities, but its numbers controlled by the 
same causes spoken of in regard to the preceding species. 



M. ALOE AMERICANA, Jardine. 
Moose. 
This species is quite abundant in suitable localities in the Yellowstone Park, although, like all 
the large game, it has been driven away from the neighborhood of the trail by the constant pas- 
sage of travelers. We saw signs of its presence in the Bridger Mountains, and were told that there 
was a famous country for Moose about fifteen miles from the mouth of Trail Creek. 

The only living specimen that we saw was a young calf that had been captured by the son of 
a settler when it was but a few days old. When seen by us, it was probably about three mouths 
old, and was a most grotesque object. It was very tame, and would come at the call of its owner. 

35. CEKVUS CANADENSIS, ErxleUn. 
Elk. 

Elk were rather abundant all through the country which we traversed. They were seen in con- 
siderable numbers along the Missouri Eiver, among the Bridger Mountains, and in the Yellowstone 
Park. Those killed early in September, at the commencement of the ruttiiig-season, were fat and 
well flavored, furnishing us with delicious meat. 

The Elk rut in September, and the young are brought forth late in May or early in June. 

The "whistling" of tbe Elk is heard only for a few days during the early part of September. 
It is made up of several parts, and is so peculiar a cry that it can hardly be described, much less 
imitated. The first part consists of a prolonged, shrill whistle, which seems to come to tbe hearer 
from a long distance, even though tbe animal uttering it be quite near at hand. This is followed 
by a succession of short grunting brays or barks, three or four in number, and the call is completed 
by a low, smooth bellow. Sometimes the whistle is sounded without the succeeding parts- 
Withal, the cry is an odd one, and one that once heard will always afterward be recognized. 
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36. CEEVUS VIEGINIANUS, Boddaert. 

Red Debe; WniTE-TATLED Deer. 

This species was by no means abundant in the country through which we yassed. Wo saw a 
few along the Missouri, and I noticed one in the Judith Mountains; but on the whole they were 
seldom seen. 

37. CEEVUS MACROTIS, Say. 

Mule Deeji; Black- tailed Deek. 

The Black-tailed Deer, as it is usually called in the Missouri Eiver country, is an abundant spe- 
cies in Eastern Montana. It is quite unsuspieioaa, and, except where it baa been much hunted, will 
often permit the hunter to fire two or three shots at it before it takes to flight. This species, and 
the same may be said of all large game in that section of the country, is at present most recklessly 
slaughtered for the hides alone. It will soon, unless some me.ins are taken for its protection, bi; 
unknown in the regions where it is now so plentiful. 

ANTELOPID^E. 

38. AS'IILOOArEA AMEEICANA, Ord. 

Prong-horned Antelope. 

Everywhere abundant on the ijlains, the antelope forms cue of the most pleasing and attractive 
features of those barren wastes. Although where they have been much hunted they are difficult 
to approach, they are very unsuspicious and curious where they have been accustomed (o seeing 
and mixing with large animals. About Oamp Baker and between that post and Fort Elhs, there 
are large droves of cattle which roam at will over the prairie. The antelope become used to the 
presence of these large animals, and are often seen mingling with the herds when feeding or resting^ 

One day while out from Oamp Baker in search of Tertiary fossils, my companion and myself 
stopped on the borders of a little stream to rest and cook some food. The saddle-horses and pack 
mule were picketed near at hand ; a fire had been kindled, and we were discussing some broiled 
venison, when two antelope suddenly appeared over the brow of a bluff about seventy-five yards 
distant. On seeing us, they scarcely hesitated, but trotted gracefully on toward us and would, I 
have no doubt, have come quite up to us, if it had not been that my companion shot them both 
when they were still about forty yards distant. When in the buffalo country, antelope, if the wind 
was right, would often approach very near me, several times coming to within a few yards of where 
I was standing. 

It is well known that the female antelope sometimes has horns and is sometimes without them- 
Observations extended over several years, together with the testimony of several plainsmen, among 
them Charles Reynolds, a hunter of seventeen years' experience and a man of close observation, 
lead me to conclude that the horned does are always barren. I have myself examined a great num- 
ber of doe antelopes with and without horns, and have never seen one of the former class that gave 
evidence of having produced or being about to have young. Nor have I ever seen a hornless doe 
that was barren. The horns on the does vary from one to three inches in length, have no prong, 
and are ?oft and easily bent. Their length no doubt depends in a measure upon the age of the 
animal. Those that I have seen lack the hard bony core which is found in the horns of the perfect 
males. 

The barren does are always fat, and on this account ai'c, when it is possible, selected by the 
hunter in preference to the other members of the herd. 

OVID^. 

39. 0VI8 MONTANA, Cuv. 
Bighorn ; Moijhtath Sheep. 

The Bighorn occurs in considerable numbers in the Judith Mountains and in the Yellowstone 
Park, away from the trail ; but they are so wary that they are not often seen. As is well known, they 
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affect tlie most rugged a.nd barren country, and tliey are perltaps more plentiful in the Bad Lands 
of the Judith, and Missouri Rivers than anywhere else. 

On the Cone Butte and Sweet Grass Mountains, which are covered for half their height with a 
talus of platter-like blocks of trachyte, the sheep iu their passage up and down the sides of the hills 
have worn regular paths among and over the loose blocks, and it is only by following these paths 
tliat the ascent can be matle on the east and south. 

BOVID^.. 

40. BOa AMEBICANUS, Gmetin. 

Buffalo; Bison. 

So Buffalo were seen while we were ajicending the Missouri Eiver until just before we reached 
Carroll, ITrom that place westward, they 'were occasionally observed until we reached the Judith 
Gap, although, owing to the presence in the region through which we wore passing of the Sioux and 
Crows, they were not abundant. On our return march, we saw great numbers of them before 
reaching the Gap, but none afterward until we were quite near the Missouri. 

The statement that the herds of bulls that are everywhere met with during the autumn consist 
of individuals driven away from the main herd by their stronger rivals may, I think, be doubted 
It is said that these assemblages are not seen in spring before the rntting-seasou. It seems more 
probable that during the late summer and autnmn, many of the old and strong bulls exhausted by the 
fatigues of the rutting-season, thin in flesh, and generally run down, are unable to keep up with the 
active and constantly-moving herd of cows and young animals, and devote all their energies to 
recruiting for the winter. Early in the spring, they rejoin the herd, and remain with it until the end 
of July. 

During the past autumn the Buffalo have proceeded down the Missouri lliver much farther 
than is usual. They have been quite numerous a few miles north of Fort Eerthold, Dakota, and a 
lew stragglers have been seen near Painted Woods, about twenty-five miles above Bismarck. 

The so-called " Monutain Buffalo " was abundant in Ihe Yellowstone Park. 
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BIEBS. 

TURDID^. 

1. TURDUS MIGRA.TORIUS, Linn. 

EOBIN. 

This species was abundant'along the Missouri Biver, and was also seeu iu considerable numbers 
in the mouutaios abont Camp Baker and in the Yellowstone Park. 

2. TUEDUS SWArNSOUI, Cab. 
Olive-backed Thrush. 
Quite common along the Misaonri above Bismarck. 

3. OREOSCOPTES MOiJTANUS, {Tonm.) Bd. 
Mountain Mocktngbikd. 
I first saw this species on Little Crooked Creek, thirteen miles west of Carroll. It was abnudaut 
and doubtless had bred tliere, as I took some very young birds. It was generally started from the 
ground, whence it would fly to the top of some little aage-bush, where it would sit jerking its tail 
and constantly uttering low cries of anxiety. They were quite shy, and I was often obliged to 
follow them for some distance before I could secure them. 

Tliia species was abundant in the valley of the Yellowstone River. 

1 MIMUS CAEOLIISENSIS, {Linn.) Gray. 
CATBIRD. 

Quite common along tlie Missouri River, and very abnndant in the Yellowstone Park and in 
the mountains generally. 

,'->. HARPORnYHCHUS EUFUS, {Linn.) V«h. 

Beown Theush; Theasuek. 

This species was seen occasionally in the Missouri Itivor bottom. 

CINCLIDiE. 

C. CINCLUS MEXIOAJJUS, ^o. 
Watek-ouzel ; Dipper. 
On Cascade Creek, near the Upper Falls of the Yellowstone, we first met with this interesting- 
species. Although tolerably familiar with the accounts of its habits given by various authors, I 
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must confess to baving experiencod a lacUcrous feeling of astonishment tlie first timo I saw tlio 
birtt walk tmconcernedly down a sloping root nntil its head disappeared under the water. It 
repeated tliia performance several times, occasionally rising to the surface as if forced np by the 
water, and then immediately diving again. When carried down a few yards by the force of the 
current, it would fly a short distance up the stream and dive from the wing. 

With the help of a good glass I saw from the top of the canon two of these little birds flying 
about over the rivor where it boiled and surged along below the Lower Palls. 

SAXIC0LIDJ3. 

7. SIALIA AECTICA, Stc. 

Aectic Bluebied; Western Bluehiud. 

One of the most abundant birds in the wooded region through which we passed. It waa espe- 
cially numerous in the Yellowstone Park late in August and early in September, when it formed a 
large division of the army of email birds that were being constantly started from the ground. 

PAEIDtE. 

S. PAKUS ATPvIOAPILLUS SEPTENTPJONALIS, {Ilar>-in) Allen. 

Long-tailed OniciCAUBE. 

Common along the Missouri River and in the mountains. 

i). PAEUS MONTAKDS, Gamh. 

Mountain CnicicADEE. 

A few birds of this species were seen searching for food among the pines that grow among 
the Bad Lands near the month of the Jndith Elver. In habits, they seemed to resemble closely 
the preceding species; but the note was slightly different, being more slowly uttered, almost drawled 
in fact. 

SITTID^. 

10. SITTA CAEOLINBNSIS AOULEATA, {Cass.) Allen. 

Slekdbe-billbd Nuthatch. 

Common iu the Yellowstone Park and iu the mountains toward the Missouri River. 

TROGLODYTID^. 

11. SALPINOTES OBSOLETEJS, (Say) Cab. 

EoOK Ween. 

Very abundant in the Bad Lands along the Missouri and among the sandstone bluffs near the 
Judith Mountains. These birds were also common in the Little Belt Mountains near White-tailed 
Deer Creek, darting about among old stumps and wood-piles, just as they do among the bluffs of 
the Bad Lands. A nest found near Haymaker's Creek was nothing more than a short burrow 
nuder a flat rock. The little chamber at the end contained three nearly full-grown joung. 

12. TEOGLODTTES AliDON PAEKMANNI, {Ami] Goues. 

Westeen House Ween. 

Abundant on the Missouri near Bismarck. 
10 w 
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K3. OISTOTnOKUS PALUSTIIIS, { Wils.) Baird. 
Long-billed Matjsh Wren. 
Tliia spe<;ica wa^i swii but. once, on a reedy siongli iioiir tho liridg'c over the Yciiowstonc Itiver. 

ALAUDIDyE. 

14. EKEMOrniLA ALPESTEIS LEUCOLiEBIA, {Font.) Coves. 
nORKED LAKK ; SnOEE IjAUIC. 
Abundant every^vliero on tiio plains. 

MOTACILLID^. 
15. ANTDUS LUUOVICIANUS, (Gm.) LicM. 

TiTLAEK. 

A single hidividnal of tins species wiis seen among tlse snows on tlie highest point of tiie 
Bridgor Mouiilains, 

1«. KEOCOKY8 SriiAGUEi, (.iHfL) Scl. 
MlSSOUEI Skylaek. 

Thia little-known bird \ra8 not uncommon between Camp Lewis and Camp Baker. It was 
most often seen in the road searching for food, and, when alarmed, running along in the rnta as 
the Shore Larks are often seen to do. It was usually seen in company with these latter, and seems 
somewhat to resemble tliem in its habits. 

SYLVICOLID^. 

17. WEiTDEtECA iESTIVA, {6'm.) iJfliiY?. 

Yellow Warblee ; Summer Yeixoweird. 

Abundant and breeding along the Missouri Eiver. 

18. DESDR(ECA AUDUEOKIJ, {Toinix.) Bairii. 

Audubon's "Waeblee. 

A family of this species, the young of which had bnt just left the nest, was seen among tho 
pines isear the Yellowstone Bridge. 

19. (?)SEiUEU8 AUROCAriLLUS, [TAnn.) Sw. 

GOLDEN-CEOWKED TlIEUSn. 

The eharaeteristic song of this species was often heard along the MiHSonri ; bnt i was unal>le to 
secure any specimens, or even to see the birds. 

20. GEOTJILYns TillCnAg, (LUui.) Cib. 
Maryland Ykj-lowturoat. 
Seen qu\t^, often along the Missouri. 
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■Jl. UKOTULYPIS rniLAUELFIilA ^Ai^QlhJAVllAYl, {Wih.) Allen. 

WKSTEEN MOUEMINQ WAEBLER. 

A feiiiiilo of Lhia species was fouini dead on the abore of the Yellowatoue Lake. 

22. ICTEBIA VIEENS, {Linn.) Baird. 

Ybllow-beeastbd Chat. 

Abundant along tlio Missouri Eiver. Its familiar notes were liwirtl wlioiiever we passed a 
wooded bottom, and its curious antics often seen. 

23. SETOPHAGA BUTIOILLA, (rAim.) Sie. 

Eedstaet. 

Seen on several occasions iti the Missouri Biver bottom. 

TANAGEID^. 

21. PYBANGA LUDOVIOIAKA, [ !!''«,?.) Boit. 
LotrisiAHA Tanagee. 
Observed qnite frequently iu tbe Yellowstone Park. 

IIIRUNDINID^E. 
25. niBUNDO nOKBEOEUM, BaHoii. 
Barn Swallow. 
Abundant tliroui^lioitt t!ie region wliich we traversed. 

•20. niEUNDO THALASSINA, i'(o. 

ViOLET-GEEBN SWALLOW. 

Very numerous about Fort Ellis, and more or less abundant througliout tbe Yellowstone Park. 

27. PETKOCHELIDON LUSIFBO^S^S, {.Say) SeL 

Cliff Swallow. 

Extremely abundant along the Missouri Elver, breeding on many of tbe higli bluffs between 

wUich it flows. They were also common iu tbe mountains, and especially so about Camp Baker. 

Early one morning late in July, wbile traveling along tbe road near tbe Juditb Mountains, I 
was surprised to see groat numbers of tbese birds feeding on the ground. A little investigation 
sbowed me that tbey were picking up insects tbat bad been ebilled by tbe severe frost of tbo 
pre\'ious nigUt, and were as yet unable to fly. 

28. COTYLE BIPAEIA, [Linn.) Bole. 
Band Maetin ; Bahk Swallow. 
Observed in large numbers on tbe Missouri Biver; often breeding iu tlie same blull'a to wbiijU 
tbe pi'eceding species bud attached their nests. 

29. PEOGSE StJBlS, Baird. 
PUKPLE MAETIN. 
Altundaut in the mountains, where it breeds. 
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AMPELIDJi:. 

30. AMPEIJS OAREULUS, Linn. 

Bohemian Waxwing. 

At Camp Baker, I saw tlio remains of an individual of this species wliicb, I was iuformed by 
Major Freeman, had been taken there in winter. It is sairl to be common there at that season. 

31. AMPELIS CEDROEUM, (Vidli.) Gray. 

Cedar-bird. 
Quito common along Liie Missouri. 

LANIIDiE. 
32. COLLUEIO l.UDOVICIANUS EXCUBITOEOIDES, {Sw.) Corns. 
Whitb-eutcped Shetke. 
Common along wooded ravines on the plains west of the Missouri. 

FRINQILLID.E. 

33. CAEPODAOUS CA8SINI, Baird. 

Oassih's Pueplb PiKcir, 

A single individual of l.his species was taken at the Mad Volcano in Ihe YellowsLouo P;iik. 

34. LOXIA CUEVIROSTEA AMERICANA, (IVi/s.) Coues. 

Eed Cross-bill. 

This species was found in great numbers near the Eallsof the Yellowstone in Anyust. IL had 
undoubtedly bred in the immediate vicinity, as I saw old birds feeding young just from tlie nest. 
Their food seemed to consist entirely of the seeds of the pine. The males uttered almost constantly 
a short monotonous whistle. 

35. CIIRYSOMITRIS PINUS, {^^'ib.) Bp. 

Pine Finch. 

Though this species was noticed several times while in the park, it did not seem to be common 
there. The birds were seen among the pines or else feeding on thistlo-blows, after the manner of 

36. CHEYSOMITEIS TRISTIS, (Linn.) Bp. 

Y'ELLOW-BIED ; TniSTLE-BIED. 
Abundant along the Missouri and on the plains near the mountains, 

37. PLECTROPHANES OENATUS, Towns. 

Chestnut-collared Longspite. 

Abundant, and one of the most characteristic birds of the high plains. The most eastern 
point at which I saw it was Jamestown, Dak. From that place west, it was more or less com- 
mon until we left the plain country. Late in July, I took, near Box Elder Creek, young birds that 
lia<l bnt jnst left the nest. 
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38. PLBCTEOPHANES MACOOWNII, Lawr. 

Maccown's Longspuu. 

Abuiidant, breediog on tho plains iu comi>auy witli tlie procediug. I sucureil miuy t'lilly- 
fletlged birds of tlie year late in July, 

39. PASSERC0LUS SAVANNA, {WUn.) Bp. 

Savamnah Sparrow. 

(Juite coiiimou about Camp Baker, 

40. POOO^TES GEAMXNEUS CONEINIS, {Gm.) Bainl. 

Geass Finch; Bay -winged Bunting. 

Abiiudaiit everywhere on the plains. 

41. COTUKNICULUS PASSEIEINtTS PEEPALLIDUS, { Wih.) Rkhjtvaij. 

Yellow-winged Sparrow, 

(Jominon on the plains near the Missoari. 

42. MELOSPIZA MBLODIA FALLAX, (ll'i/s.) Uiilgway. 

WilSTEKN SOKG SPAUROW. 

Common in the moiuitaius, osjiecially in low brush along the bauka of streams, but so shy as 
to be quite difficult of approach. 

43, JUNCO OllEUONUS, {TomiH.) Sd. 

OliEGON WNOWBIRD. 

Very abundant iu the luountaius of tho Yellowstone Park. 

44. SPIZELLA MONTICOLA, {Gu.) Baird. 

Tree Sparrow. 

Three or four individuals of this species were seen iu the Bridger Mountains early iu Sep- 
tember. 

45. SPIZBLLA SOOIALIS AElZONiE, {WUs.) Cones. 

Western Chippy, 

Abundant in the luouutains. 

4G." SPIZELLA PALLIDA, (Sw.) B^>. 

Clay-oolored SrAEGOW. 

Abundant on tfie plains iu bushy ravines and along the river-bottoms. 

47. ZOKOTEICIIIA LEUOOPHEYS, (Forst.) Sw. 

White-crowned Sparuow, 

This species was abundant iu the Yellowstone Park. It was seen during August and Septem- 
ber in small flocks of ten or twelve individuals, olil and young, feeding on the ground in comi)any 
with S. aretica and a host of small sparrows. 
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48. OUOJJDESTES GEAMMACA, {8mj) Bp. 

Labk Finch. 
Vei-j ;iljimi.!iiiit on Llie i)l;iiiis iioiii' tlie Missouri liiver and wostwai'd. 

49. UALAMOSPIZA BIOOLOR, (Toivns.) Bp. 

WniTE-WTNGED BLACJOIIUD. 

Very abimdant ou tlie i>]ains, especially iu somewhat broken eoimtry along raviues aud diy 
water-courses, autl also iu tlie ueigiiborhood of isolated bnttes. I fouud it breeding near Little 
Oi-ooUed Creek. 

50. EUSPIZA AMERICANA, (Gm.) Bp. 

Black-throated BuNTma. 

A breeding female taken iu the Miasonri Kiver bottom near Biamaruk early iu July was the 
only individnal of this species seen. 

51. CYANOSPIZA AM(ESA, (Sii}/) Baud. 

Lazuli Finch. 

This beautiful species was abundant along the Missouri Eiver bottom. 

53. PIPILO MACULATUS AECTICA, [Sic.) Coues. 

Arctic Towhee. 

Abundant, breediug in the Missouri lliver bottom, and often secu about Camp Baker. 

ICTERID^E. 

53. DOLlCnONYX OEIZIVORUS, (Lhm.) Su\ 
BOB-O-LINK; ElCB-BIRD. 
This species was breediug in large numbers in the wide river-bottom near Biam;irck when \\e 
passed through early in July. I saw none except here during the trip, 

54. MOLOTHEUS PECOEIS, (Gto.) Sn: 

OOW-BUNTING. 
Abundant everywhere. 

55. AGEL^US PHtENIOEUS, (Linn.) Yieill. 

Eed-winged Blackbird. 

Noticed ou several occasions along the Missouri Eiver. 

56. STUENELLA MAGNA KEGLECTA, {Linn.) Allen. 

Western MEADOAy Lark. 

Abnndaut all through the open country. We heard their sweet songs all tlirough the siunnitr 
and as late as September IS. 

57. SOOLECOPHAGUS CYANOCEL'UALUS, ( ll'«i/?.) Cif/j. 

BLUB-nSADED GRAKLE. 

I found this species very abundant near Carroll, and, iu fiict, everywhere on the plains. At 
Little Crooked Creek, their nests wero found placed on little " gi'oascwood " bushes only two or 
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three feet in height. The young were most of them so well grown at this time (July 15) that they 
would leave the nest at my approach and fly a few yards to another basli, where they would sit 
uttering the sharp cry that we hear from all yonng blackbirds at that age. When I approached 
the nests or young, floelrs of a dozen or more old birds would ily over me uttering constantly cries 
of anxiety. 

About Camp Bakor, they were very numerous; the floclis being so large as fairly to blacken the 
ground where they alighted. The birds were familiar enough and readily ventured up to our 
tent doors. 

COHVIDiE. 

58. COItYUS COEAX, Limi. 

Eaven. 

Jlather common on the plains west of Carroll. 

.W. COEVUS AMEEIOANUS, Ami?. 

Crow. 

Extremely abundant on the streams flowing out of the Sweet Grass Ilills. They were breed- 
ing here in the tall undergrowth that fringed Box Elder and Armell's Creek, and on the return 
march were seen in large flocks feeding on the dead buffalo that strewed the prairie. It is hardly 
necessary to remark that they were very tame, in striking contrast to their eastern relatives. 

60. riCIOOEVOS COLUMBIANCS, {Wils.) Bp. 
Clark's Ceow. 
I first noticed this species near Camp Baker, but it did not become very abundant until we 
reached the Yellowstone Eiver on our road to the park. Its striking plumage and loud liarsh 
voice makes this bird one of the most noticeable features of the animal life of this region. 

Gl. PICA MELANOLEUCA HUDSOiJICA, [Stih.) Coucs. 
Magpie. 
Abundant everywhere in the mountains, and universally execrated by hunters and trappers on 
accountofthe injury it does in winter to the fresh skins that are stretched out to dry, and the 
annoyance that it causes to tlioit sore-backed animals. 

62. GYANQEUS STELLEEI MACEOLOPHUS, {Baird) Allen. 

LONG-CEESTED JAY. 

Abandaut from the Bridger Mountains through the ycllowstono Park. In habits, this species 
resembles most closely G. cristatm; but its notes are quite different, being harsh and grating, more 
like those of P. columhianm. 

C3. PEEISOEEUS CiNADESSIS CAPITALTS, Baird. 

Gray Jay. 

I found this species extremely abundant al! through the mountains of the Yellowstone Park, 
They are noisy restless birds, continnally passing to and fro among the branches of the pines with 
easy, graceful movements. They are at all times bold and oven impudent, remaining in the trees, 
beneath which we encamped, and frequently descending to the ground within a few feet of some 
one of the party to pick up a piece of moat or a crumb of broad. When a morsel of food lias been 
secured, it is taken to a low limb and there leisurely broken up and devoured. 

This species is said to cause considerable annoyance to trappers by removing the bait from 
their mink and marten traps. 
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TYUANNID^. 

01. TYRANBUS OAROLINENSTS, (Om.) Tcmm. 
KiNGBIKD, 
AlniTulant along tlic Missouri and oa the plains to the west. 

C5. TYEANNUS VERTICALIS, Smj. 
Arkansas Flycatcher. 
AbiindaTit along tlie Missouri ai:d on the plains. 

(iC. SAYORSIS SAYU8, {Bp.) Bairil. 
SAY'S FLYOATCnEE. 

I saw but two or three individnals of this species, all of them near Orooked Ci-ecli . 
C7. CONTOrUS VIRBHS ElCHARDSONir, {Sw.) Allen. 
WestbEtN Wood Peweb. 
I frequently noticed this species while in the Geyser Basius, but did not observe it at any other 
point on the route. In the Ijower Geyser Basin, I saw one of these birds taken by a Sharp-shiunod 
Hawk, which was immediately attacked with the utmost fury by another Pcwee. The latter kept 
up the chase for a considerable distance ; finally following his enemy into the woods. 

CAPEIMULGIDiE. 

CS, CHORDEILES YIEGINIANUS nENRYI, (Gm.) Cones. 

"VVestekn Nxohthawk. 

This species was common on the plains. Near Little Crooked Creek, late in July, I took a 
female sitting on two eggs, which were far advanced toward hatching, 

ALCEDINID^. 

09. ALOEDO ALCYON, {Linn.) Boic: 

KiNGFISHEE. 

Abundant on all streams which we passed, though apparently less common on the Missouri 

below Carroll than elsewhere. This is probably due to the fact that the river below this point is 

very muddy, and the Kingfishers are hence unable to find and pursue their prey as successfully 

as in the clear streams of the mountains. 

CUCULID^. 

70. COOCYZUS EEYXHEOPHTHALMUS, (Wils.) Bp. 

Black-billed Cuckoo. 

Common along the Missouri, at least as far as Wolf PoinJ;, forty miles below Fort Peck. 

PIGID^. 

71. PlCUa VILLOSUS HAREI8II, (Linn.) Allm. 
HARRIS' Woodpecker, 
Seen once in the Little Belt Mountains near Camp Baker. 
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72. PICUS PUBESCENS, Liim. 
Downy WooDPECJiEE. 
Occasionally noticed in the Tellowstone Park near the bricJgo. 

73. SPHYEAPICUS THYROIDEUS, {Cass.) Bair^. 
BLACK-BIiEASTBD WOODPECKBE. 
Observed but once, near Tower Creek in the Yellowstone Park. 

74. MELANEKPES EEYTHEOCEPHALUS, {Linn.) 8w. 
Eed-headed Woodfeckeb. 
Very eoinnion wlierever there was timber. 

75. MELANEEPEB TOEQUATUS, {Wlls.) Bp. 
Lewis' Woodpeokbe. 
We flrst saw this species in the mountains near Camp Baker, where it was quite abandant. 
It was afterward seen in considerable numbers near the mouth of Trail Creek, and along other little 
timbered streams running into the Yellowstone Elver. These birds were several times seen search- 
ing for food upon the ground after the manner of Colaptes. 

76. COLAPTES AURATUS, {Linn.) Sw. 
Golden- wiKGBD Woodpecker; Eltckee. 
Abundant along the Missouri Eiver, at least as far up as Fort Buford. 
77. 'COLAPTES MBXIOANUS, Siu.. 

EED-SnAFTED WOODPECKER. 

Abundant about Camp Baker and in the Yellowstone ParJi. 

STRIGIDiE. 

78. BUBO VIRCLNIANUS, [Om.) Bj). 

Geeat Hoenbd Owl. 

Seen once near Carroll. 

79. OTITS PALUSTRIS, {Beckst.) Gould. 

SnOUT-EARED OWL. 
Common on the plains. 

80. SPIIEOTYTO CDNfCULARIA HYPOGilSA, (B}}.} Coucs. 

BuEEOwiNG Owl. 
Seen occasionally on the jtlains. 

FALCONID^. 

81. CIRCUS GYANEUS HUDSOIN^IUS, {Linn.) Sold. 

Maksti Hawk. 

Very common tiirougbout the country which we passed over. 
11 w 
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S2. HISUS FUSCUS, {Gm.) Kaup. 
SlIAEP-SIIIMNED llAWK. 
Tins species was seen but twice ; one specimen having beea talccn on Uie shores of the Yellow- 
stone Lsike, and another observed in the Lower Geyser Basin. 

83. NISUS COOPEllI, {Bp.) Ulilgwrnj. 
Cooper's Hawk. 
A single inilnkliiiil of this species was seen while wc were ascending the Missouri. 
S'L FALOO LAKIAllIUS FOLYAGEUS, {Cass.) Rklgimy. 
American Lanneb Falcon. 
This species, although not common in the conntry through which we passed, was occasionally 
seen, and no doubt bred ou the mountains. I felt quite sure that a pair had a nest on Cone Butte, 
but was unable to find it. WhiJo at Camp Baker, a bird of this species used to fly over oar camp 
every morning to a corral just beyond, where he would secure a blackbird or two for breakfast, and 
then return to the mountains. 

85. FALOO COMMUKIS ANATUM, [Gm.) Ev}(ju-«tj. 
Duck Hawk. 
While ascending the Slissouri, we several times saw t!io nests of this species placed on little 
ledges of the high washed clay btnifs by which the liver is bordered. These nests all coutained 
unfledged young/ One or both of the parents was always to be seen sitting near the neat. This 
species was abundant in the valley of the Yellowstone above Emigrant Peak, and had no doubt 
bred there, as I took a very young, bird. 

80. FALOO COLHMBARiaB (?) FvICEAllDSONI, {Lbm.) liiihjiray. 
Eichardsok's Fat-con. 
A i'igeon Hawk, probably to bo referred to this variety, was seen September T., hovering low 
over the snuimit of Ihe Bridger Mountains. 

87. FALCO SEAEVElilUS, TAiin. 
Sparrow Hawk. 
Abundant cii the plains aud along the Yellowstone lliver. 

88. BUTEO BOEEALIS, (Gm.) Vicin. 
Eed-tailed Hawk. 
Seen on several occasions on the Missouri Elver. 

89. BUTEO BOEEALIS CALUETJS, [Gm.) Cms. 
Western Eed-tailed IIawk. 

This was the most common hawk seen in the mountains. We must have seen fifteen or twenty 
the day that wo passed through Bridget's Eass ; and they were equally abundant in some parts 
of the Yellowstone Park. 

90. BUTEO SWAIXSONI, Bp. 

Swainson's Hawk. 

Eather numerous in the valley of the Yellowstone. 
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93. AKCniBUTEO LAGOPUS SASCTI-JOnANNIS, {Om.) Bulgtvuij. 

EOUGH-LBGGED HAWK. 

Almmliioi: about Gaiilinor's Si^riugs and in the valley of tlio Yellowstone. 

92. AECniBUTEO FEKEUGlNEaS, {LicM.) Gray. 

FERRUGrNOUS HAWK. 

This striking species was common ou the plains from the Missouri Itivor westward until wo 
reached the inouutains. Ifc was often seen sitting on the little momula raised by the prairie-dogs, 
gazing intently at the entrance of the barrow, apparently waiting to seize the first oiie that 
shonld appear. 

93. PANDION HALIAETUS, {Lbm.) Cue. 

Fisn-HAT\''K. 

The Fish-hawk, althongli occasionally seen on the Missouri, is not, in my experience at 
least, common on that river below the point where it becomes mmldy. Above Carroll, however, 
the river is qnite clear, and there it seems much more numerous. It was nowhere so abundant as 
oH the Yellowstone Biverj audivhilo traveling along that stream I saw from six to twelve of those 
birds every day. At the falls of the Yellowstone, this species was constantly in sight, sometimes 
sailing like a black siteck close to the water far below us, or balancitig itself on some dead pine that 
grew half-way up the aiiles of the canon. 

91. AQUILA OiiliYSAffiTOS, Ziiiii. 

Golden Eagle. 

Ociiurs more or lews t'rei^uciiUy all through the country which we traverwcil, but is most often 
seen in the mountains and ou high wooded buttea. I saw it ;it the Forks of the Mussolahell, near 
Bridger Pass, and once over the Missouri Eiver. 

95. HALIAETUS LEUCOCEPHALIJS, {Linn.) .S'm. 

"\yniTE-HEADED BAGLE. 

Seen several times ou the Missouri. 

CATHARTID^E. 
90. OATHAliTES AUKA, {Linn.) fll. 
Turkey Buzzakd. 
Abundant on the plains. 

OOLUMBIDyE. 

97. EOTOPISTES MIGEATOEIA, [Linn.) 8n>. 

PASSBNGEii PiGEON. 

Seen in small companies in July along the Missouri Eiver bottom, where it was doubtless 
breeding. 

98. ZENiBDURA CAEOLINENSIS, [Linn.) Bp. 

Common Dove ; Turtle Dove. 

Couuuon everywhere. 
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TETRAONIDiE. 
09. TETPvAO OESOUEUS, Say. 
Dusky Geouse; Blub Geouse. 

We fouud this species very abundant from the time that we reached the niouutaiiis until we 
left them again. The first seen were a mother with a brood of small young, taken in the Judith 
Mountains. From this point to and through the Yellowstone Park they were frequently met with. 

There seems to be a wide variation in the time at which these birds deposit their eggs. In the 
Musselshell Oanon and along Deep Creek I saw many broods of half-grown chicks, and in some 
cases the young were neaily as large as the parent bird. This was late in July. On the 4th of 
August, I saw a brood on aa extensive prairie in the Little Belt Mountains near Camp Baker, 
which must have been less than a week old; at all events, they were so young that I had no di(B- 
culty in catching several of them alive. Two ■weeks later I saw a brood on Trail Creek near the 
Yellowstone Eiver, that were certainly not more than ten days or two weeks old, 

The females with their young seem to pass the night in the creek- bottoms, and it is in such 
places that they must be looked for early in the morning and late in the afternoon. About 9 or 10 
o'clock a. m., they proceed on foot to the uplands, where they remain until about two hours before 
sunset, when they come down to the stream to drink, and remain all night. In returning from tbe 
hills, they always fly. Tije young, when alarmed or uneasy, have a fashion of erecting the feathers 
of the sides of the neck just below the head, which, when seen at a little distance, gives them a 
very odd appearance. The female, when the young birds are nearly approached or captured, 
makes no attempt to draw away the enemy by any of the artifices employed by Bonasa umJfellus, but 
contents herself with wandering anxiously about at a short distance, holding the tail quite erect, 
and clnoklng after the manner of the domestic hen under similar circumstances. The young when 
well grown are delicious eating, and many were killed by us for food when large game could not 
be obtiuned. When a brood has been scattered, the individuals which compose it lie well and 
furnish fair shooting. Though swift fliers, they are easily killed in the open, and I secured most 
of those that I killed with mustard-seed shot. The birds would sometimes let me approach within 
three or -four feet of them before rising, and they were pretty objects as they crouched waiting for 
me to take one more step toward them. Tfie body flattened out on the ground, the head and neck 
straight and pressed against the earth, the tail slightly elevated, and all the while the bright brown 
eye watching for the slightest sign that the bird's presence was discovered, together made up a 
picture which, though familiar enough, ever possesses a new interest for me. 

But one brood was seen in heavy pine timber. In this case, the family, which consisted of the 
mother and six or eight well-grown young, took refuge in the lower limbs of a large pine, from 
which they refused to move until several shots had been flrod at them. 

Having in mind Dr. Cooper's statement that, in Oregon and Northern California, this species 
is not seen in winter, I made diligent inquiry among the settlers in the mountains of Montana for 
information on this point. All of those with whom I spoke informed me that the Blue Grouse was 
apparently quite aa abundant in winter as in summer- 
It is to be noticed that I found this species almost invariably in the open creek-bottoms, and 
sometimes in quite extensive prairies, although always among the mountains. This state of things, 
which is exactly the reverse of the experience of most other observers, was no doubt due, in part 
at least, to the fact that the birds had their tender young with them, and that these would be more 
safe in the valleys than on the mountain-sides. 

During the trip, not a single adult male was secured. On the high mountains, however, at and 
near timber-line, I several times started single birds and small i^acks of this species. The only one 
secured in such situations was a barren female ; but I think it probable that most of those seen 
here were old males, 

The specimens preserved on the trip seem to be intermediate between vs'.rieties obscurus and 
riohardsoni. 
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100. CEXTEOCEECUS UBOPnASIANUS, {Bp.) iSw. 
SAGE GeOUSE. 

We first saw this speeios near Wolf Point on the Missouri, where several were started fi'ouj 
the river- bottom by the passage of the steamboat. On Box Elder Greek, where we remained in 
camp for several days late in Joly, they were extremely numerous, and broods of young were se^n 
of all ages, from the little chicks that could fly but a few feet to the large strong-winged birds 
that almost equaled their parents in weight. All were painfully ignorant of the effect of fire-arms, 
and I have seen a brood of ten or a dozen well-grown birds walk quietly along before two men who 
were trying to shoot their Leads off with rifles, until half their number had been killed. At each 
report, they would stretch up their necks and gaze around as if a little curious to find out whence 
the noise proceeded and what it meant, and would then move leisurely on toward the hills, feeding 
as they went. If, however, a ball touched, but did not fatally wound or cripple a bird, and it rose 
or fluttered about on the ground, the whole flock took the alarm and were off without delay. 

About Bos Elder, they seemed to pass the night on the uplands, coming down to the water 
ruoming and evening, and retiring to the higher ground before the sun became hot in the morning, 
and just about sunset in the evening. The young, even when nearly full grown, utter a plaintive 
peeping cry, which has the peculiar effect of appearing to come from a long distance off, even 
though the bird may be quite close at hand. 

AVhen seen duringthe summer, the birds were, of course, in families; but on our return march 
in September, they had commenced collecting together, and packs of from thirty to lifty individuals 
were several times seen. 

101. PEDKECETES PHASIANELLUS OOLUMBIANUS, (OM.) CoKcs. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse. 

I saw this species ouly ou the plains, a state of things which somewhat surprised me ; for, 
although, of course, essentially a prairie bird, 1 found it during the summer of 1874 in great num- 
bers among the Black Hills of Dakota. They were more numerous on Box Elder Greek than at 
any other point; and indeed they seem to prefer streams which have a wide bottom overgrown 
with rose-bushes and other shrubs, on the fruit of which they feed. The young birds were from 
one-half to two-thirds grown late in July. 

During our passage down the Missouri Eiver, we often saw this species on the dry sand-bars 
that dotted the river, rolling and dusting themselves in the sand, X did not see these birds roosting 
on trees until about September 10, at which time the weather at night was quite cold. 

103. BONASA XTMBELLUS UMBELLOIDES, {Linn.) Baird. 

EooKY Mountain Buffed Geotjsb. 

Although this species was said to be extremely abundant in the Yellowstoue Park, we saw 
very few of them, not twenty in all. In habits, they seem to resemble almost exactly the eastern 
variety. A female, with six or eight young only about a week old, was seen August 19. The 
young, instead of hiding, flew into the lowest branches of a dead pine, a distance of three or tour 
feet, which they just managed to accomplish, while the female fluttered about at my feet as if in 
the death agouy. I had not the heart to molest the charming little family, and after watching 
them for a short time I moved off, leaving them to their own devices. 

CHARADRIID^. 

103. iEGlALITIS VOCIFEEUS, (Linn.) Ep. 
KiLLDEBR Plover. 
Abuudant, brooding on the plains near water- 
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lOi. .EGIALITIS MONTASUS, (Towns.) Balrd. 
Mountain Ti^ovek. 

I did uot find tliis species at alt abniidaab in tliat portion ol' Mouttiua which we traversed. 
Two females, each followed by a newly-batclied young one, were taken near Haymaker's Greek 
August 1, and were the only individuals observed dnriug the trip. Tbe mothers displayed much 
anxiety for their young, and endeavored to lead me away from them by the artifices usual with 
this family of birds. The young were pretty but rather awkward little objects, and tottered along 
with uncertain steps, as if their legs were too long and they found difficulty in balancing theui- 
selves upon tlieia. 

RECURVIEOSTPJDZE. 

105. EECUltVlltOSTItA AMElllOAJIA, Gni. 

ayockt. 

This species abounds on the small alkaline pools that are so common in Dakota, and is quite 
common in that portion of Montana through which we passed. It was quite numerous on the 
Yellowstone Eiver above the falls, where the stream is wide, and the wet, grassy banks slope 
gradually down to the water's edge ; and many were seen on the shores of the lake. I also saw a 
large flock on a small pool near Fort Ellis. They were rather shy, rising in a thick flock at long 
gunshot, and making the air ring with their shrill cries. A wounded bird miable to fly attempted 
to escape by diving, making use of the wings for progression under water. 

PIIALAROPODID^. 

100. LOliirBS UYPEEBOEEUS, (Lim.) Oito. 

NoitTUEUN PlIALAEOrE. 

A tiock Ol' thiiiy oi' Ibrty of thc«e graceful birds was seen on a Hinall pool noar Fort Milis. 

SCOLOPACIDiE. 

107. GALLIXAGO WILSOSII, [Temm.) Bi). 

Wilson's Snipe. 

One individual seen near Fort Ellis. 

108. TRINOA MINGTILLA, Yicin. 
Least B,indpipee. 

This species was only observed near Fort Eliis, where, howovcr, it w;ih aLimdani early in 
September. 

lOy. TIUNGA BAIUDII, Ooucs. 

Baied's Sandpiper. 

This species was noticed at Fort Ellis, at Gardiner's SpiiLigs, and in the Lower Geyser Basin. 
In the last-mentioned locality, it was soon in flocks of from dfty to sixty individuals, 

110. TOTANUS SEMIPALMATUS, (Gm.) Temm. 

WiLLKT. 

Abundant on alkaline pools in D;ikota and on the Ydlowatonc I-ake. 
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111. TOTANtrS MELAKOLEUUUS, (Gvi.) VicUl 
Great Yello'wshakks ; Telltale, 
Abumliint on tlio Yellowstone Lake, auti, duriag September, on tlio Missouri and streams 
flowing into it. 

112. TOTANUS PLAVIPES, {(?Hi.) rieill. 

Lesser Yellowlegs. 

A few Iiinls of tliis species were seen near Port Ellis and on Llic shores of tlie Yellowstone 
Liilve. 

113. TOTASUS SOLITARIUS, (Wils.) Ami 

SOLITAIIY SANDriPETJ. 

Tiiis species was observed but twice daring the summer; once iiear Port TDIiis and oneo in ilio 
Upper Geyser liasin. 

114. TRmGOlUES MAOULARIUS, (TAim.) Graf. 

Spotted Sandpiper. 

Abundant along the Missouri Eiver, and along mountain-streams as well. On tlie Missouri, 

when startled by tlio approach of the steamboat, tbey would fly a short distanee, and then alight 

on the slender and pliable twigs i>rojecting from the fresh beaver-liouaes, on which they would 

balance themselves with the oddest bobbings and noddiugs imaginable. 

IIo. ACTITUEU8 BABTBAMIUS, (Tras.) Rjj. 

Baeteamian Sandpiper ; Upland Plover. 

Abniidaiit on the plains in Montana. Late in Jnly,l secured yonng birds nenrly as sU'ong oi\ 
the wiiig as their parents, and at the same time noticed broods of newly-hatehed young. 

IIG. SUMENIUS LONGIHOSTEIS, Wils. 

L0H&-BILLED Curlew. 

Abuud.ant on the plains. Kear Box Elder, and all along the base of the Judith Mountains, 
large scattering eompauies of these birds were seen feeding on the prairies. They were quite shy, 
and eonld not often be approached within gnn-range except by strategy. As we drew near, they 
would rise, one after another, each uttering his loud, rolling note, until finally all were on the 
wing. They would then, in a dense floet, for a short time perform a variety of beautiful evolutions 
high in the air, finally re-aligbting at a considerable distanee. 

ARDEID^. 

117. AEDBA HEEODIAS, Linn. 

Great Blue Heron. 

This siiecies was abundant along the Missouri lliver in July and September. Prominent 
objects as they stood on theb^re sand-bars, thoy often drew half a doacn rifle-shots from the steamer 
as it passed. 

GRUID^. 

lis. GRUS CANADENSIS, (Linn.) Temm. 
Samdhill Crane. 
Very abundant all through the Yellowstone Park, but not seen on the plains. 
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RALLIDiE. 

119. FULICA AMERICANA, Gm. 

Coot; Mud-hen. 
Alinndant in Dakota. 

ANATID^. 

120. (?) OYGNUa BUCCINATOR., Bivk. 
Trumpeter Swan. 
A single swan seen in fliglit at the Yellowstone Lake was iirobalily ol' this species. It was 
taken oti tliis water by Mr. Merriam in 1872. 

121. ANSER HYPEEBOREUS, Pall. 
Snow Goose. 
A flock of these birds were seen on the Yellowstone Eiver near the lake j and the spocies was 
again observed in considerable numbers on the alkaline pools near the Missonri River in October. 

132. BEANTA CANADENSIS, (lAnn.) Gray. 
Canada Goose ; Common Wild Goose. 

The common wild goose was seen in the greatest abundance on the Missonri River, and was 
numerous on the Yellowstone Lake as well. Early in July, while on the way from Bismarck to 
Carroll, we saw many broods of young, and, when coming down the river late in September, hardly 
an hoar passed without our seeing one or more large flocks of these birds. The young gosliuga are 
pretty little things, and the devotion to them of the mother is interesting. Four was the smallest 
number seen in a brood, and nine the largest. On one occasion I saw what seemed to be a union 
of two families. The two females swam in advance side by side, while the ganders brought up the 
rear, and the nine young ones followed directly behind the females. 

When approached while in the water, the birds would gradually sink until nothing but the 
bin and upper part of the head appeared above the surface ; the young would then disappear one 
after another, and last of all the old female would dive. The male always flew off to a safe 
distance before the diving commenced ; but in no instance did I see the mother leave her brood. 

123. ANAS BOSCHAS, Linn. 

Mallard. 

Abundant, breeding along the Missouri and on smaller streams in tlie mountains. 

124. DAEILA ACUTA, {Linn.) Bp. 

Pin-tall Duck. 

Observed in considerable numbers on the Yellowstone Lake. 

125. ClIAULELASMUS STREPEEUS, {Linn.) Gray. 

Gadwall; Gray Duojc. 

Abundant on alkaline pools ju Dakota; a female with a brood of newly-hatclted young was 
seen on Box Elder. 

12C. MAEECA AMBEICANA, [Qm.) mq>Ji. 

American Widgeon. 

Abundant on many of the streams in Dakota and Montana. 
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127. QUERQUEDULA OAliOLmEXSIS, {Om.) 8iq}h. 

Geeen-wihged Teal. 

Abundant, breeding on streams in Eastern Montana. On Deep Creek, early in Aognst, T saw 
many broods of young apparently only a few days old. 

I2S. QUEEQUEDULA DISOORS, (Linn.) SlejiJi. 

Blue-winsed Teal. 

Seen in con.sidorablo numbers on tlio Missouri .River in September. 

129. SPATULA CLTPEATA, [Linn.) Soie. 

Shoveleb. 

Qnite abundant on alkaline jiools in Dakota. 

130. FULIGULA AEFINIS, Eyton. 

Lessee Blackhead. 

Abiind^mt on alkaline pools in Dakota. 

131. BUOEPHALA ALBEOLA, (Linn.) Bd. 

DlPl'EE ; BUFPL33-UBAD. 

TIlis species was rather common on the little mountain lakes and streams of Montana. On 
one of the forlts of Deep Creek, a female with half a dozen young not yet able to fly, was seen, 
and several of the yonng secared. Afterward families of this species were quite frequently observed 

133. (!) ffiDEMIA ED8CA, [Linn.) Flcm. 

White-tvingbd Suep Duck. 

Been on the Yellowstone Lake in August. I mention this species with a. query, beeaaae. 
although 1 recognized it satisfactorily to myself, I took no specimens. The locality is quite out of 
the range usually ascribed to this bird. 

133. IMEROUS MERGANSER, Lim. 

GOOSANDEE. 

Observed in considerable numbers on the Tellowstoiio Lake. lii August, the young were not 
yet able to fly. 

134 MERGUS CUCULLATUS, Linn. 

Hooded Meugansbe. 

Kither common along the Missouri River. 

FELECANIDiE. 

135. PELECAN[JS TRACHYRHYK"OH[JS, Xfff/i. 

White Pelican. 

Very abundant on the Yellowstone Lake, but shy and difficult of approach. 
12 W 
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13G. LAEUS DELAWAEENSIS, (hil. 

EiNG-BiLLBD Gull. 

Oonimon ou Yellowstone Lake and on tlie Missouri Elver. 

COLYMBIDiE. 

137. COLYMBUS TORQUATUS, Brunn. 

Loon ; Gueat Noetheek Divbe. 

Observed freanently on alkaline pools in Dakota and ou the Missonri River. 

PODICIPIDiE. 

138. rODIOEPS COKNUTUS, Lath. 

HOENBD Grebs. 

Abundant cUuing migrations ou tlie Missouri, and all streams and pools in the inonntaius. 

130. PODILYMBUS TODIOErS, {Linn.) Later. 

PiBD-BILLED GeEBB. 

Abuurlant ou alkaline pools in Dakota. 



PARTIAL LIST OF THE MAMMALS AND BIRDS OF THE YELLOWSTONE PARK. 

This list, wliich is of course very incomplete, consists merely of the observations of Mr. 0. 
Merriaui iu 1872 and those made by myself in 1875. Such species as were noticed by only c 
observer are followed by the initial letter of his name. 



MAMMALS. 



1. N^yotic^us or^tismtlaris, Allen, M. 

2. Vespertilio lucifugm, LeConte, M. 

3. Yespertilio yumanensis, Allen, M. 

4. Felis eoncolor, Linn, G. 
6. Lynx rufus, Baf., G, 

6. Lynx canadensis, Eaf., Q. 

7. Canis oceidentalis, Eich., G. 

8. Canis latrans , Say, G. 

9. Mustela a/inm'icana, Turton, G. 

10. Fntoriua fwsillus, Aud. & Bach., M. 

11. Qulo lusGus, Sabiue. 

12. Mephitis mepMtica, Baird, M. 

13. Mephitis bicolor, Gray, M. 

14. Urstis ItorriMlis, Ord. 

15. tJrsm americanus, Pallas. 

16. Scinrus hwdsoniua, Pallas. 

17. Tamias qwadrimttatm, Say. 
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18. SpermopMhis toiensendi, Bacii., M. 

19. Arctoinya Jtaviventer, Bach. 

20. Castor canadensis, Kuhl. 

21. Thoviomys tal^oides, Eich. 

22. Zapus Tfudsonius, Cones. 

23. Sesperomys lettcqpm sonoricnsi'i, TieCoiito. 

24. Arvioola riparia, Ord. 

25. Urithison epvvo/nthus, Braudt. 

26. Jjeptis iairdii, Kayden, M. 

27. Lagomys prinoeps, Eicli., M. 

28. Alee amerwanusy Jardine. 

29. Certi'm canadensis, Exleben. G. 

30. Cervtis macroUs, Say, G. 

31. Antiloeaijra americana, Ord. M. 

32. Ovis montana, Cuv., G. 

33. Bos amerieamis, Gmelin, G. 

BIRDS. 

1. Turdus mif/ratorius, Lina. 

2. Oreoscoptes montanus, (Towns.) Baird. 

3. Mimus ca/roUnensis, (Linn.) Gray. 

4. Cinehis viexioanus, Sw. 

5. Sialia aretiea, Sw. 

6. Regulns oalendnla, (Linn.) Liclifc., M. 

7. Partis atrioapillus septentrionalis, (Iliirria) Alltsu, G. 

8. Pants montanus, Gambel, M. 

9. Sitta caroUnensia aonleata, (Cass.) Alleti. 

10. Troglodytes aSdon parhnanni, (And.) Coues, M. 

11. Cistothormpalmtris, (Wils.) Baird, G. 

12. Anthvs htdovimamis, (Gm.) Licht., M. 

13. JOmdrmca audul)onii, (Towns.) Baird. 

14. GeotMypis pMladelphia maegiUiwayi, (Wils.) A!Ic,!i, 0. 

15. Myiodioctes pmillm, (Wils.) Bp., M. 

16. PyroTU/a Iwdovidana, (Wils.) Bp. 

17. Hirundo horreorum, Barton. 

18. Si/rundo ikalassina, Sw. 

19. PetrocJwUdon lunifrons, (Say) Sol. 

20. Carpodatms cassini, Baird. 

21. Loxia curvirostra americana, (Wils.) Coues, G. 

22. CJirysomitris pinua, (Wils.) Bp. 

23. Pomcmtea gramineus eonjinis, (Gm.) Bd. 

24. Melospisa melodia fallax, (Wils.) Eidgway. 

25. Jwwo oregomis, (Towns.) Baird. 

26. SpiseUa sodalis arizonw, (Wils.) Coaes, 

27. ZonotrieMa leucoplirys, Sw. 

28. Zonotriehia leueophrys intennedia, Eidgway, M. 

29. Ckondestes grammaoa, (Say) Bp., M. 

30. Qoniaphwa melanocephala, (Sw.) Gray, M. 

31. Cyanospisa amtcna, (Say) Baird, M. 

32. Pipilo chlorurtts, (Towns.) Baird, M. 

33. Mohthrus peooris, (Gm.) Sw., G. 

34. leterus bwllocMi, (Sw.) Bp., M. 

35. Picicorvns cohimbiamis, (Wils.) Bp., G, 

36. Pica melanoletica Imdsonica, (Sab,) Coues, 
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37. Gyanurtis stelleri maeroloplitm, (Baird) Allen. 

38. Ferisoreus canadensis ca}ntalis, Baird. 

39. Tyrannus verticalis, Say, M. 

40. Contoptis borealis, Baird, M, 

41. Contopm virens riehardsonii, (Sw.) Allen. 

42. Mnpidotiax pmillus, Cab., M. 

43. Ceryle alcyon, (Linn.) Eoie, G. 

44. Pioiis villostis harrisii, (Linn.) Allen, M. 

45. Ficus pubescens, Linn., G. 

46. Ficoides arcUoiis, (Sw.) Gray, M. 

47. Picmdes americamis dormlik, (Brchui) Baird, M. 

48. BphyrapUitis tliyroideus, (Oaes.) Baird. 

49. Melanerpes erythrocephalus, (Linn.) Bw., G. 

50. Mela/nerpes torquatus, (Wils.) Bp. 

51. Oolaptes mesdcanus, Sw. 

62. Otws tyulgmis wilsonianm, (Less.) Allen, M. 

53. Sttrnitt itlula hudsonia, (Gm.) Coues, M. 

54. Circus eyaneus hudsonius, (Linn.) Schl. 

55. Nisiis fuscus, (Gm.) Kaup. 

56. Falm commimia anatiim, (Gm.) Eidgway, G. 

57. Falco sparveritis, Linn. 

58. Buteo Iforealis calwrws, (Gm.) Eidyway. 

59. Buteo swmmoni, Bp. 

60. Archibuteo lagopits scmcti-jolumnis, (Cm.) Ifidjjway, G. 

61. Fandion Jialiastws, (Liun.) Cuv. 

62. Tetrao ohsourus, Say. 

63. Bonasa umhellus mnielloides, (Liuu.) Baiid. 

64. ^gialitis voGiferus, (Linn.) B^). 

65. Becnrviroatira amerieana, G'm., G. 

66. Tringa bavrdii, Cones. 

67. Totanus semipahnatus, (Gm.) Terain., G. 

68. Totanus melanoleucus, (Gm.) Vieill. 
09. Totanus fiavipes, (Gm.) Vieill., G. 

70. Totanus soUtaritts, ("Wils.) And., G. 

71. Grus canadensis, (Linn.) Temm., G. 

72. Cpgnm buoevnatorf EioL. 

73. Anaer hyperboretis, Pallas, G. 

74. Branta canadensis, (Linn.) Gray, G. 

75. Bafila acuta, Jenyns, G. 

70, Bueephala albeota, (Linn.) Baird, G. 

77. (?) (Edemiafusoa, (Linn.) Flom., G. 

78. M&rgus merganser Linn, G. 

79. Pelecamis iraehyrhynehus, Lath., G. 
SO. Larua delawarensis, Ord, G. 

81. Fodiceps cormttm, Lath., G. 
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 



Yale College, Kew Haven, Conn., 

June 1, 1876. 
Sir : "We have tlie honor to hand you herewith a report on the geology of a " Reconnaissance 
from Carroll, Montana, to the Yellowstone Park, and return," made under yoor command during 
the months of Jnly, August, and September, 1875. 

In submitting the narrative of our examination of the country passed over, we wish to express 
to you our grateful appreciation of your uniform kindness, and constant williogness to facilitate 
our investigations by evejy means in your power. To Lieut, C. F. Eoe, who commanded onr 
escort from Carroll to Camp Baker, we are under obligations for many kindnesses. At Camp 
Baker, Fort Ellis, and Camp Lewis, we were the recipients of most generous hospitalities from the 
officers of those posts ; and our brief delays at those points are remembered by us as being among 
the pleasantest days of the trip, 

The vertebrate fossils collected during the summer were submitted to Prof. O. 0. Marsh, and 
by hira identified. The invertebrates were examined by Mr. B. P. Whitfield, of Albany, and his 
identifications, with occasional comments on the specimens, will be found in the body of the report. 
A paper by Mr. Whitfield, describing such new forms as were discovered during the summer, 
accompanies our report. To both of these gentlemen onr thanks are due for the many favors that 
we have received from them. 

We remain, sir, very reapectfuliy, your obedient servants, 

Edtvaed S. Dana. 
Geo. BiiiTi Giunnell. 

Col. WM. LtJDLOW, 

r of the Department of Dakota, 

Saint Paul, Minn. 
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GEOLOGICAL REPORT. 



PRELIMINARY REMARKS ON THE ALLUVIAL DEPOSITS OF THE UPPER MIS- 
SOURI RIVER, 

The town of UarroU is situated in the alluvial bottom of the Missouri, which is at tliis point 
quite extensive, and well timbered with a fine growth of Cottonwood. The course of the river- valley 
is here easterly, and it continues for a considerable distance with but little change in general direo 
tion, though the valley varies very considerably in width between the high walls of Cretaceona clays 
which rise on either side of it. The rivor sometimes winds along through a bottom two or three 
miles wide, and again is confined to a narrow passage between the steep washed bluffs several 
hundred feet in height. 

The alluvia! phenomena are those which are always observed under similar circumstances, though 
they take place here more rapidly and on a larger scale than is often the case, in consequence of the 
vast amount of solid matter which the river is constantly carrying down. On this account, the 
" muddy Missouri " offers peculiar advantages for the study of alluvi'vl changes ; and, could a series 
of observations be eatried on at a few points during two or three seasons a large amount of data 
might be collected which would lead to interesting and valuable conclusion'" At Carroll, we have 
an example of a condition of things which may be observed at almost Any point in this part of the 
river, and a few words of explanation may consequently not be out of pi ict At a, oti the outer 
bank of the river, the current is strong, and has forced itself 
close up under the high bluffs, whose top forms the border of the '' '' 

broad prairie above. The older deposits, at points such as this, 
are directly acted upon by the running water, and are thus grad- 
ually undermined and worn away, the material being carried on by 
the current. Upon the opposite side of the stream , at o, the current 
is weaker, the water shallow and eddying, and the shore runs out cj 
to meet the water in a long low sand-bar. At b, there is a high 
bank of alluvial clays, 10 feet or more above the stream, deposited 
long before in time of flood, but now being rapidly torn away. Still 
again at a' the water washes at the foot of the older blufl's, while 
opposite is the never-failing" sand-point. 

Thus the river winds on its course, touching the hills, which form 
the true limit of its valley, only here and there. For the greater 
part of its course, it is confined between the alluvial banks. It is 
safe to say that, except in the spring, the river deposits compara- 
tively little solid matter, and this, chiefly on the sand-spits and 
bars, where the force of the moving water is small, Tho work 
of the river is at this season one of destruction more than deposition, tearing down what it has 
13 w 
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itself previously built up, ami also to a less extent carrying awaj tbo older deposits. It acts 
alone, unaided by any minor tributary streams; for they are dry except ia the early season. Even 
during the summer, however, the channel is constantly changing. The mud-and-sand bars which 
are everywliere formed do not long retain their positions, but are moved on down the river and 
heaped up again in other placea. Thus the process ia one of gradual transl'erral down the stream ; 
the solid matter going to make one alluvial bank after another until it is Anally deposited in the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

It is interesting to note, in this connection, the explanation recently given by Prof. James 
Thomson (Proe. Eoyal Society, 1876) of the origin of the windings of rivers in alluvial plains. He 
shows that, upon hydraulic principles, the velocity of the stream must be greater on the inner bank 
than on the outer, and yet, as shown here, the wearing away takes place upon the outer bank, and 
tlie deposits are made on the inner bank. This is in part due to the centrifngal force, whicli tends 
to make the surface-water move away from the inner bank, while its place is taken by a partial 
upward current of the bottom water ret^arded much by friction. This eutrcnt moves obliquely 
toward the inner bank, and serves to protect it from the rapid scour of the stream-line. On tbo 
outer bank, however, there is a tendency of the rapidly-moving surface-water, unimpeded by fric- 
t'on, downward against the solid bank; this it tends to wear away, the worn substance is carried 
down to the bottom, where the oblique current spoken of carries it toward the inner bank. Sooner 
or later it will reach this point, and more or less of it will find a resting-place. 

Tliese principles find an application in the flow of the Missouri through its alluvial plain. It 
is on the outer bank of the successive curves of the river that the wear is greatest, and that the 
river has forced its way up to the older bluffs, while on the inner bank the deposits are being made, 
more or less, all the time, sand or mud, or both, according to the relative velocities of the different 
parts of the stream. 

As has been remarked, the work of the river in sommer is destructive, and no additions are 
ma4:1e at this time to the height of the alluvial banks. In spring, the case is very different, and it is 
at that time that the chief deposits of alluvium are made. The river is then full, the snows all over 
t he wide area drained by the Missouri are melting, rains .are frequent, and a vast amount of material 
is brought in from the surrounding country. The amount of solid matter held in suspension at this 
season is enormous. In floods, the waters rise many feet, overspreading the lower alluvial ground, 
and in snbaiding and evaporating they deposit theit load of sand and clay, sometimes covering a well- 
grown and fertile plain with a bod of alluvium a foot and more in thickness. This sometimes takes 
place for a number of successive years at tlie same points, as is shown by the fact that the roots 
of trees which must have been close to the surface of the ground when they commenced to grow 
were often seen buried beneath from four to six feet of alluvium. We could of course only observe 
this on the very edgii of the bank, where the water hafl removed a part of the old alluvium, expos- 
Pig. 2, * 'i^jid^ iug to view the roots, and that part of the trunk which 
X^. ^f^ hsvd been buried. Some of these trees wore quite small, 
11 -^ ^^ "*''' ''"^^^ ^^^^ 3 or 4 incbes in diameter, and most of them 
**sV^ I J y^&rS^ '"^^ ^*'^^ living; thus indicating how rapidly such depos- 
\1 ^^^ I 1 L'T^^^^j '^^ ^ those referred to are mada The trees were mostly 
._iM)t!f^Mk{ ^\^m^^^ cottonwoods and elms, species of rapid growth. Thattbese 
deposits are made very rapidly is also shown by the tliick 
layers to be noticed in any section of a bank so deposited, 
sometimes a foot or more, perfectly homogeneous. It is 
interesting to note the great variation in the height of the 
y^^ perpendicular alluvial banks. From point to point, in some 
~~ fs,it is only three or four feet; in others twonty-Hve feet 
or more. This depends obviously on the strength of the current, and the extent to which the water 
is backed up. It bears upon the general subject of river-terraces. Not infreq uently we observed a 
second terrace above, or rather a long line of high cut bluffs separated from the stream by another 
alluvial plain (see figure 3). Tbis is all of recent origin, and merely means that the river stopped 
washing away the bluffs here, and commenced to fill up at its foot. 

The energy of the stream is at all times directly proportional to the amount of the descending 
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water; aud LeQce is immensely greater in spring than in summer. Tliis energy is probably all 
expended in overeomiug friutiou, ami in carrying tUo load of solid matter. TUe dtftereuce in the 
amount of detritus held in suspension by the stream in early July aud in late September was very 
marked — at the latter time the stream seemed to have to a great extent cleared itself. This is 
doubtless due to the diminished volume of the water, in coiisequeneo of which the carrying power 
of the stream was so much diminished. A river of this character seems to act as a destructive 
agent rather through the weight aud moving force of its own water than by moans of the abrading 
power of the solid matter it carries with it. 




A true miper terrace was not observed at any point above the month of the Yellowstone. At 
points below, it was not uncommon to see one bugging the lignite bluffs, aud separated from the 
river by a wide alluvial plain. Whether it be a true terrace or only a recent deposit is doubtful. 
Such a place was noticed a short distance below Fort Buford, where the water must once have 
spread over an immense area, pointing to the time when the Missouri was a much larger stream 
than it is at present. 

Above Carroll, the river-bottom becomes much less wide, and, although sometimes flowing ■ 
through valleys more or less broad, the stream generally passes along between and close beneath 
frowning banks of washed clays and sands. The undermining of the banks takes place here in 
the same manner as where they are alluvial; but, owing to the greater hardness and thickness 
<rf the older rocks upon which the water acte, the process is much more slow. It goes on con- 
stantly, however, so that at last a great mass of the rook above, perhaps a hundred feet in thick- 
ness, deprived of its support, slips down into the water. This has occurred at many points, and 
gives to the rocks, as viewed from the river, a great variety of dip, which has been considered by 
some observers as indicating au extensive disturbance of these beds, due to the elevation of the 
mountain-ranges of this section of the country. We caunot doubt, however, that all these apparent 
disturbances are purely local, and have beeii caused by the action of running water. 

FROM CAEItOLL TO BOX ELDER CREEK. 

Fort Pierre Group of the Cretaceous. 

The clay bluft'H !it Carroll rise abruptly above the alluvial bottom on both sides of the river. 
They belong to what Dr. Uaydeu has called the Fort Pierre (iroup, Cretaceous No. 4, These bluffs 
consist of a dark-blue to purplish-black laminated clay, occasionally stained with iron, and some- 
times containing very thin layers of white sand. They are remarkably constant in character from 
top to bottom. Dr. Hayden has stated in general that the clays of No. 4 are not laminated; 
but this is not true of those which came under our observation. 

The characteristic features of this clay are (1) the large calcareous concretions, which will 
be spoken of more particularly in connection with Crooked Greek ; (2) the plates and crystals of 
transparent gypsum, or selenite ; and (3) the alkaline deposits. 

The selenite plates are quite conspicuous, as they lie on the surface of the ground, aud glisten 
brilliantly as the sun strikes them. In general, they are irregular crystalline fragments; but occa- 
sionally perfect crystals are found of the form common in the clay of Poland, Ohio. The surface 
of all these fragments is roughened and etched by the solvent action of the water which has 
flowed over them. These etchings are most distinct on the clinopinacoid, and are similar to those 
described by Baumhauor as having been x'^'^'^uced artiflcially by the action of caustic potash. The 
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seleuite plates are found most abandaDtly near the level of the river, having been washed together 
here, but they occur also more or less frequently on the plains, fcweuty-five miles from the river, 
at a level nearly 1,000 feet above. 

Tlie alkaline deposits seem to be particularly abundant in souio layers, exuding from the 
bluffs along the river in long white lines. Considerable deposits of it are seen at various points 
on the banks of the river, and all the little dry creok-bottouis leading into the Missouri are white, 
as if frosted with it. The following is an analysis of a particularly-pure specimen of the alkali 
collected near Carroll. For this analysis we are indebted to Mr, Fred. P. Dewoy, of the Sheffield 
Scientific School of Sew Haven, and wo would here express our acknowledgments to him : 

I. II. Mean. 

Mgo ii.fig 11.91 ii.eo 

Na^O 15.81 Iti.aO 16.00 

CaO 0.5a 0.68 0.60 

U3O 0.88 0.68 0.88 

SOj 44.09 44.12 44.10 

CI trace trace trace 

lliO 33.09 23.00 93.0fi 

Iiisohiblfi- ii.SO 3.27 3.28 



As will be seen from this analysis, the alkali consists essentially of the sulphates of sodium and 
magnesium ; iu fact, the amount of sulphuric acid given is almost exactly what is required to unite 
with the several bases. The presence of the lithia is also to be noticed. 

This alkali is a constant attendant of this member of the Cretaceous, wherever observed iu the 
West, and is one of the causes of its barren character. The water of the Missouri is so entirely 
derived from pure mountaiu-sources — even the large rivers, as the Musselshell, which flow through 
the alkaline prairie, being nearly dry at their outlets — that it is little alfected by the salt which is 
brought into it, though the white deposits on the alluvial banks show that the quantity is not 
small. 

These Cretaceous clays have a laminated shaly structure wherever exposed: they weather 
down so readily, however, that often only the rounded beds of clay are seen. These are so soft and 
yielding, that the foot sinks deeply into them, and they have much the feeling of a bed of ashes. 
Iu the neighborhood of Carroll, there is more or less of a scanty vegetation ; but farther down the 
river, perhaps one hundred and fifty miles, there seems to be no vegetation whatever, and the 
appearance of these black clay -beds is desolate in the extreme. 

The height of the Cretaceous bluffs above the river is quite variable as viewed from the water ; 
but, when we examine the total elevation attained in passing back from the river, we find that it 
is remarkably constant. The Helena road at Carroll rises in two or three very steep pitches the 
greater part of its final ascent, and, within two or three miles of where the road leaves the valley 
the high plateau is reached, which is kept, with little change of level, beyond Crooked Creek. The 
height here, as given by an aneroid, is 665 feet. On the other side of the river, the height of the 
corresponding plateau is 080 feet; though in this case the final elevation was found a little farther 
from the river, the rise of the plain being more gradual after the first steep ascent had been made. 

The appearance of the surrounding country, as viewed from the top of the bluffs back of 
Carroll, is very forbidding. The whole landscape is of a somber, gray tint; the color of the soil and 
the sagebrush sparingly relieved by the dark green of the stunted pines that grow here and there 
on the summits of the bluffs and along the little ravines. There is little vegetation, except the 
Artemisia, and, altogether, the region seems incapable of affording sustenance to man or beast. 
Hotwithstanding its uninviting appearance, the neighboring country abounds in game. This region 
has been, and still is, though to a less extent than formerly, the favorite feeding-ground of a por- 
tion of the great northern herd of buffaloes : antelope are numerous on the plains, and mule-doer 
and elk are found in the piuetimbered ravines. Farther back from the river, in the hill-conntry, 
the big-horn, or mountain-shoep, and the grizzly bear occur, though nowhere numerous. 

On both sides of the Missouri, the high bluff's are cut into numberless ravines, which divide 
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aud sabdivide agaiu to a wonderful exteat, thus carryiug the surfaco-drainage back iuto the river. 
These raviuea are ofteu quite well wooded, aud some of them coutaiu a little strongly alkaliue 
water. 

As has beeu remarked, the height of the plateau varies but little as we proceed away from the 
river, though we soon pass over the divide which separates the immediate drainage of the Missouri 
from that of Crooked Greek, a tributary ot the Musselshell Iliver. 

Little Crooked Greek, thirteen miles from Carroll, retaius water iu holes uutil midsummer, 
when it generally dries up entirely. Five miles beyond, a branch of Crooked Greek also afibrds a 
little poor water in the early summer ; but, late iu the season, the only water on the route is found in 
pools in the bed of Crooked Greek, and this is decidedly unpalatable. All these creeks, with their 
many dry branches, certainly contain swiftly-running water in the early set^on, when the spring 
rains unite with the melting snows to swell the streams. This is plainly shown by the high, cut 
banks and the large accumulations of drift pebbles in the turns in the creek-beds. 

The surface of the prairie from Carroll to Crooked Creek (twenty-one [miles) and beyond, 
though this point is only about fifteen miles from the river in a direct Hue, is seattered„with drift 
deposits. These are of two kinds: (1) large, mostly angular, blocks of syenite and other horn- 
blendic rocks, with occasionally some semi-crystalline limestone ; aud (2) small, smoothly-rounded 
pebbles, consisting to 90 per cent, of a brown quartzite or jasper. Some fragments of fossil wood 
may here and there be found, and a largo variety of pebbles of varioua^kinda of rocks in small 
quantities. This drift is entirely superjicial, no proper deposits having been observed at any point. 
The lithological character of the drift will be described more in detail hereafter, when it will bo 
eouuected with observations made north of the Missouri Eiver (p. 135}. 

At Carroll, in the lower levels of the Cretaceous So. 4, the only fossils observed were BacuUtes 
ovatus, Say, and a large Inoeeramus. At Little Crooked Creek, where we made our first camp 
(July 13), wo had more opportunity for search, and here, and farther on, at Crooked Greek, we found : 

1. Lucina ventricosa, M. & H. 

2. Luoina oceidentaUs, Morton. 

3. Mactra, sp.?. 

4. Inoceramm tenuiUneatt{s, IT. & M. 

5. Anchura, sp. (specific features not shown). 

6. Ammonites Haiti, M. & H. 

7. SoaphitesnodosuSjOvfea, 

8. BacuUtes ovatus, Say. 

Iiioceramus tmuUineatm, H. & M., Ammonites Malli, M. & H., and BacuUtes ovatus. Say, were 
extremely abundant at these localities, and the specimens secured comprise individuals of all ages. 

These fossils, as far as oar observations go, are found only in the concretions previously men- 
tioned in connection with these beds. These concretions occur in great numbers from the level of 
the river to the highest point above it where these clays were seen. Those which contain fossils 
seem to be much more abundant in the upper layers than in those nearer the water's level. Eossils 
were occasionally found in concretions from the lower ravines ; but such concretions were not seen 
in place. They were generally found imbedded in the loose, washed clays of the ravine, aud had 
the appearance of having been carried down from, some point above. The concretions are quite 
compaet when found in place in the cut bank, though they yield readily to a blow of the hammer. 
Whenever exposed for any length of time, however, to atmospheric iufluonces, they separate into 
hundreds of angular fragments ; and here and there over the prairie may be seen the little piles of 
these blocks, a conspicuous feature among the low cactus-plants. 

The concretions are generally a foot or two in diameter, though sometimes much larger, and 
arc extensively cracked; the seams having been filled with crystallized calcite and sometimes with 
gypsum. One fine specimen of an Ammonite was found, the interior of which was lined with exceed- 
ingly delicate crystals of the sclenite. The concretions, as a rale, are not distributed at random 
through the clays, but lie in layers, sometimes closely contiguous, so as to form an almost uuinter- 
rupted stratum. The largo majority are destitute of fossil remains; but occasionally they are met 
with, containing large numbers of the shells, a considerable number forming the nucleus of a single 
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coucrotiou, lb is to bo Eoticed that these fossils, as a rule, Jire not clustered together in the center 
of the coucretioij, but lie in a single layer ; and it is not uneommoti to see this lajec contiuued in 
lino I'rom one concretioQ to the others lying immediately a<ljoiuiug 
it. This fact indicates the relation in point of time between the 
deposit of the shells and the formation of the concretions. 

The most common fossil in this association, and one which is 

mot with almost everywhere on the prairie, ia the BacuUtes ovatus, 

Say. These remains aro often called "fossil fish", "fossil ferns", 

&c,, by the white inhabitants of that section of the Territory; and, as 

^' they are so well known and so often spoken of, it may not be amiss 

to make a remark in regard to them tor the benefit of the unscientific. 
""^ They are not fish-skeletons, bnt are simply the shell of an animal 

2 somewhat allied to the present NtmUlm, but having the shell straight 
^ and tapering instead of curved iu a spiral.' The delicate lines on 
h the shell show the divisional walls, or septa, of the successive cham- 
g bers in the shell. 

i| During a delay of a day at Crooked Oroek, we were enabled to 

° follow along the dry hed of the stream for several miles. This bed 
? is lillod with alluvial deposits of the black clay deposited by the 
^ ™ stream, and through which it haa again washed out its path, leaving 
s I steep walla three feet or more in height. The banks on either side 

Si "S. ^ show evidence of having been washed over, looking white,and a little 

1 1 sandy, and with the drift-pebbles collected in large numbers. Here 
=3 '^ and thoto the Cretaceous clays are exposed in high blnfia on either 

■ J side of the creek-valley. These bluffs have sometimes a height of 
■g ^ 50 to 75 teet above the stream-bed. The clays are not to be dis- 

i I tinguisUed from those forming the immediate banks of the Missouri. 
^ q They are blue-black or slate-colored, shaly, the laj'ers heing very 

3 . distinct and everywhere characterized by the concretions. The 
1^ ^ layers of the clay are pretty uniformly horizontal, though an occa- 
g" S sional slight dip is to bo observed. At one point, we noticed a very 
St *= low synclinal fold followed hy a fault; the strata being displaced 
I 3 some 15 or 20 feet. This and other similar disturbances observed in 
^ s this neighborhood we decided wore undoubtedly local, being due to 
^ *3 slips in the loosely-laminated clays, through the iufUienco of run- 
i ^ uiug waters. Many similar disturbances were observed along the 
g f river which were obvionsly due to a similar cause (see p. 125). 
J,V From Crooked Creek, the road runs on nearly southwest, rising 
■i i slightly till a point some few miles from Box Elder Creek is reached, 
i| § when there is a more sudden rise of 50 feet up to a plateau, which 
S'^ on top, is very level, and the northern edge of which can bo dis- 
^ s tinctly seen extending some distance in both directions. 

The following cut (flg. 4) gives an ideal section * from Cone Butte 
to the Missouri alongtheliue of the road, as obtained from measure- 
ments made by an aneroid. It is to be observed that the line runs 
obliquely, making the distance sotnewhat farther than in a direct 
line, as will he seen by reference to the map. 

The highest point at which the undisturbed Fort Pierre Group 
was observed was 1,0C0 feet above the river; and deposits of this 
ago were seen at various points along the Iloleua road until Camp 
Lewis was reached. The last point at which tbey were noticed was 
near the crossing of Warm Spring Creek, south of the Moccasin Mountains. 

'The vertical iliatancea ai'o iiicreaaeilF uiuo tiinos to admit of beiiig brongbt witliin the liiiiiWof the page. Tlio 
horiKOiital acala is (aa oii the mail) G miles tf) the inch ; the vertical 8cal« in i mile {:i,5'i0 feet) to tlio inch. 
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The rise of the land continnes until wo reach Box Elder Valley, where the high plateau ia seen 
extending oast and west, and here a descent of 80 feet ia made to the level of the stream. 

Eos Elder Greek takes its rise in the Judith Mountains^ and, after a northerly course of about 
seven miles, turns easterly and then southeasterly, finally reaching the Musselshell Kiver. At the 
stage-station, where we camped for several days, its course is nearly east and west. It is a running 
stream and furnishes fair water. Our delay at this point gave us an opportunity to explore to 
some extent the Judith Mountains. 

In the neighborhood of Box Elder, we pass from the Fort Pierre clays. Cretaceous Ko. 4 of 
naydeu, to the sandstones of tho Fox Hills Group, or Cretaceous No. 5, overlying them. At a 
locality lying nearly south of Box Elder station and distant from it about a mile, we observed a 
ledge of sandstone containing some tolerably-preserved shells. The rock is a yellow ferruginous 
sandstone in rather thin beds, but quite Arm. Occasional calcareous layers contain fossils similar 
to those in the sandstone, but mucfi better preserved. The thickness of this yellow fossil-bearing 
sandstone is small ; and beneath it is a friable white sandstone, easily rubbed into powder with the 
Angers. The dip of the exposed stratit ia slight, toward tho northeast. The fossils found at this 
locality are as follows : 

1. Sanguinolaria ohlata, Wliitf. (n. sp.). 

2. Lio^sflia [Cymella) unSulata, M. & H, 

3. TelUna iaomma, Meek. 
i. Tellma scitula, M. & H. 

5. Mactra loarreniima, M. & II. 
(i. Mactra mada, Whitf. (n. sp.). 
7. Tapes montane^isis, Whitf. (n. ,sp.). 
S. Ostrea congesta,<Joi\.^^t. 
f). Lunatia coTmntut, n. & M. 

10. InoceramnSf sp. 

11. Fmus Oalpinianus, M. & H. 

Sandstones of a snuilar character to that mentioned may bo seen at a variety of points where 
the excavation of the deep coulees has laid bare tho rock beneath. One striking locality was visited 
some four miles east of the station, where, on the east bank of a deeply-cut coul6e, the sandstone 
ia exposed at a height of 200 feet above the creek-bottom. 

The section was as follows : 

Two feet of a white sandstone, in thin layers ; 

Thirty feet of a whitc,_soft,tliickIy-laDiinated sandatonc, underlaid by an uncertain thickness of 
rusty-yellow sand-rock. 

No fossils were fouTid here, thougii they were searched for with care. 

JUDITH MOUNTAINS. 

Our examination of the Jadith Mountains was hasty and incomplete, owing to lack of time at 
thia point; and our movements wore still i'urther embarrassed by the necessity of taking some pre- 
cautions against the hostile Sioux, known to be in the vicinity at the time. 

The following cut (iig. B) will give some idea of the extent and bearings of the Judith Mountains, 
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iiltlioHgli it makes no pretensions to topographical accuracy. TLie few beariugs wliicli wero talscu 
from CoTie Butte are iudicated. It la to bo noticed that these mountaius do not lie north and south 
on the east banlc of the JatUth River, where tlioy are generally represented on the maps of this 
region. On the contrary, their trend is essentially east and west, so that the axis of the range lies 
almost at right angles with the course of the river. The general appearance of the range as viewed 
from a point to tlie northeast is shown in figure 0. 



In the neighborhood of Bos Elder, we pass, as lias been stated, from the Fort Pierre clays to 
the sandstones of the Pox Hills Group overlying them. The rocks of this group extend widely east 
and west from this point, and from the hills which slope up to the foot of the Judith Monntains. 

IJfear Bos Elder station, the sandstone shows itself nearly on the level of the stream at a point 
liardly a mile distant from it to the sonth. This is the locality where the fossils above mentioned 
were found. From this point, in approaching the hills, we took a course nearly south up a coul6e, 
then dry, but which had been deeply excavated by running water, and which in the spring is no 
doubt a considerable tributary of Cox Elder Creek. The eastern bank of this conl6e is quite high 
above the bed, perhaps 200 feet, and all the way has a very nniform slope up to the mountains. 
On the west side the terrace is quite low, but has also the same gradual slope upward; the surface 
being for the most part remarkably level. The slope is about 50 feet to the mile. The sandstoue 
of No. 5 is seen at a number of points, both in the bed of the couli5e and above in the high eastern 
bank JQSt referred to. The slope upward on the east continues until within a mile or so of Oone 
Butte, where the sandstone strata are more upturned and the snrface of the hill is more broken. 
Close to Cone Bntte, at its foot (at o, fig. 5), we observed the sandstone, elevated 750 to 800 feet 
above Box Elder. It was here "whitish, compact, weathering out into peculiar forms, with irregu- 
lar layers of ferruginous sand ; dip, 10°; strike north 80° west. 

The thickness here, as elsewhere, is difScult to estimate, because of the insaflicient exposure. 
It must be two or three hundred feet, or perhaps more. It may be mentioned here that the bills 
and terraces are so much covered with grass and soil that exposures of rock are rare. Below this 
point (at 7i, see map) is an exposure of blue laminated clays, with abundant concretions, probably 
the Fort Pierre Group again, though here 600 feet above the highest exposure observed below, and 
400 feet above the sandstone identified as N"o. 5 («, on map). The elevation is due to the nptnru- 
ing of the mountains, involving both members of the Cretaceous alike. 

Prom here we made the ascent of Cone Butte, The immediate foot-hills, and indeed those at 
some distance from the peak, are made up of the talus from the mountain as far as the surface- 
exposure goes. Loose blocks of the trachyte, which forms the mass of the mountain, have been 
spread over the surrounding country to a remarkable extent, and the smaller fragments were found 
abundantly within a mile or two of Crooked Creek ; that is, having crossexl Box Elder Valley. 
Cone Butte is, as has been iutimated, a trachytie hill, and according to the readings of our aneroid 
it is 2,200 feet above Bos Elder, and 3,400 above the Missouri Eiver. This is about the average 
height of what are called the Judith Monntains, though there are several points which are probably 
a little higher. 

The summit of Cone Butte commands an extensive view over the prairies to the north. The 
Little Kocky Mountaius and the Bear's Paw Mountains, though far in the distance, are the most 
conspicuous points to be Jioticod. Its commanding position is well appreciated by the Indians 
who use it as a lookout, for which it is most conveniently situated. A shelter which we found on 
the summit, formed of large flat blocks of trachyte resting upon the spreading branches of a stunted 
pine-tree, had doubtless been used as a resting-place by many an Indian scout. 

Cone Butte is itself a conspicuous object from all the surrounding country, even as far north 
as the Little Eocky Mountains ; its perfectly conical shape being very striking from any point on 
the Carroll road. Viewed from the west, the sides of the cone are broken, and not so symmetrical 
as shown in figure C. The slopes are covered M'ith loose blocks of trachyte, and at some points are 
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precipitous. The augle of the cone is about 40° or 41°; indeed, it is so steep, and the loose blocks 
of trachyte farnish so insecure a foot-hold, that, were it not for the trails made by the mountain- 
sheep ascending and descending, it would be no easy task to climb it from the west side. 

The mineralogical character of this trachyte deserves to be described a little in detail, as it 
may be taken as a type of the variety which occurs most widely in these mountains. It is in gen- 
eral of uniform texture, hard and firm, though occasionally showing minute cavities containing 
quarta crystals as a secondary product. It breaks on weathering into the large thin slabs which 
cover the sides of Cone Butte. The main constituent of the rock is a triclinio feldspar, as revealed 
by a thin section under the microscope, though occasional crystals of orthoclase of greater size may 
be observed. Hornblende follows next in order, the crystals being very distinct; and, farther than 
this, magnetite plays an important r61e — this is distributed more generally than is common in 
similar rooks, and is seen by the microscope as extremely minute grains, whose metallic character 
is revealed only in reflected light. These particles of magnetite have suffered alteration to a 
considerable extent, and the feldspar is often stained red and yellow in a ring about them by the 
oxidized iron. It is to this alteration that the peculiar red color of the talus on the sides of the hills, 
as seen from a distance, is undoubtedly due. A critical examination shows that a little quarta is 
also present; but, as it was often otherwise noted in minute cavities, it maybe questioned whether 
it is not merely a secondary product. 

The descent from Cone Butte was made by way of the deep ravine which separates it from the 
tracbytic hills to the south. The white trachyte is carried down nearly to the gap, where (see 
fig. 7) we passed a transverse dike, east and west in direction, of a hard green trachyte, with a 
cubical fracture breaking into large angular blocks, in striking contrast with the loose slabs of the 
other trachyte which cover the slopes of Cone Butte. This is probably a later dike, subsequent to 
the formation of the other hills. This trachyte, as well as that of Cone Butte, was found in frag- 
ments abundantly over the prairie, even to a distance of fifteen miles from the mountains. It is 
characterized by large crystals of a glassy orthoclase, which give it a porphyritic structure. Under 
the microscope, these crystals are found to be more or less clouded, in consequence of incipient 
alteration : this is also shown by the indistinct colors obtained in polarized light. Accompanying 
the large crystals of orthoclase are smaller thin-bladed crystals in large numbers. The other essen- 
tial constituent is the hornblende, which is seen in simple distinct prisms : it has a deep-green 
color, and is strongly dichroic. No quartz was observed. The most interesting feature of the rock 




is the green base, which, under a low magnifying power, seems to be without structure, but, when 
magnified highly, is resolved into countless minute, acicular crystals, jumbled together in a con- 
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fused mas3. Thoy sliow very little color in polarized light. They may be zoolitic ; but a chemical 
analysis, which the circumstances do not now admit of, would bo required to settle the point. 

In the ravine spoken of, 355 feet below the summit of Cone Butte, we were surprised to find a 
series of slates and sandstones. The cut (Fig. 7) will give some idea of the relations of the rocks, 
it being a sketch taken from a point below to the west. The total width of the gap is about 70 
yards ; the trachyte rising abruptly on both sides. Tho trachyte of the hill to the sonth is quite 
similar to that of Cone Butte. The section in the gap is as follows : 

Coarse ferruginous sandstone, vertical 3 feet. 

Fine blue shale, vertical 20 feet- 

Slate, sometimes shaly, sometimes a good slate, and very sandy, in layers ; color 

whitish and yellowish; dip 70° south' ,. , 180 to 200 feet. 

The strilte of these slates is east and west. 

The age of these rocks is uncertain, as the only fossils found in them were some cycloidal flsh- 
scales, with occasional impressions of fish- vertebra and spines, which were quite numerous in some 
layers in the slate. It is hardly to be doubted, however, that they are Cretaceous ; and the position 
of some rocks, also containing fish-scales and probably identical with these, observed at another 
point, as noted below, suggests that they arc probably Upper Cretaceous, perhaps No. 5. 

The present position of those slates is very remarkable : thoy lie far above (about 600 feet) 
the rocks visible in the hills below, and doubtless owe their elevation to the eruption of the 
trachyte, having been squeezed up between the two great masses of igneous rock. They show 
little trace of the influence of heat upon them. 

The hills to the sonth and east, forming the eastern extremity of the Judith Mountains, are, as 
far as observed, trachyte. Black Butte, or Buffalo Heart Mountain, was not visited ; but its posi- 
tion and similar appearance show that it is also eruptive, probably exclusively so. The sand- 
stones dip away from it even more distinctly than from Cone Butt«. It may be remarked here 
that the trachytic hills are very distinctly marked in appearance, and may be recognized with 
certainty even at a considerable distance. Their sides are covered with the loose blocks of the 
rock, and have a distinct reddish color, due to the oxidation of tho iron which exists in considerable 
quantities in the trachyte (see description), which is quite conspicuous and characteristic. 

West of Cone Butte (see e, fig. 6), there is a break iu the hills, and a low pass called "Boss's 
Cut-off" gives passage to frequent Indian parties. It is free from timber, and of gradual slope, so 
that upon one occasion wagons were brought through without serious trouble. It is from this low 
pass that Box Elder takes its rise. 

In this gap, the observations made were unimportant; the rocks being mostly covered up with 
soil and grass. It was interesting, however, to note that the even, gradual slope of tho terrace 
before mentioned extends quite into the pass, with the same character well preserved. At e, (Fig. 
5,) just on the edge of the hills which rise on the west side of the gap, a series of black shales were ob- 
served, vertical, and with a strike nearly north and south. These hills at g and to the south are all 
trachyte. We crossed them at one point, dragging our horses over the loose talus, much to their 
and our own discomfort, and found the height a little less than that of Cone Butte. On their west- 
em side, the trachyte shows itself in a series of columns, which are very regular and well formed; 
much more so than is common in this rock. This trachyte differs somewhat from the others 
described in the larger proportion of hornblende present. As before, the orthoclase appears in 
distinct crystals of large size, and the triclinic feldspar in thin-bladed fragments. The whole has 
a pasty base. A little valley, in which rises a small stream of cool water, lies just to the west, and 
on the other side is a high limestone hill (at /*), the only exposure of the older sedimentary rocks 
which we met with in this part of the hills. 

This limestone rises in a series of sharp ridges, very distinct, and seen from a distance as a 
number of white lines running np the sides of the hills. It dips 50° northeast: the strike being 
northwest. The upper layers are white, semi-crystalline, and very profuse in flinty fragments. 
Those are exposed, by the weathering, and, on the surface, the rook has quite a coralline aspect. 
Lower layers are firmer, blue, and also cherty, though not to the same extent as those above. A 
very careful search showed that fossils were very rare, though a few were found, enough to deter- 
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mine tUe age of tlic rock to be Carboniferous. The followiug is a list of tlie fossils obtaiooLl at tliis 
point : 

1. CriDoidal remains too indistinct to be identified. 

2. Terebratula or Cryptonella. 

3. Spwifera (Martinia) Uneata, Martin. 
i. Spiryera oentronata, Wincli. 

6. Oi-thocerasfff, possibly filling of enter chamber. 

Spirifera centronata, Winch., was the most abundant and characteristic form noticed here. 

The thickness of these limestone beds mnat be very considerable ; at least 300 or 400 feet were 
seen on this side of the hill, but as we were unable to follow them farther, we cannot venture to 
estimate their whole extent. This limestone is intersected at one point by a ridge of hard trachyte. 
On the other side of the little creek valley, the limestone also appears, containing here only a 
few imperfect erinoidal stems. Here it is apparently overlaid by a sandstone which has all the 
appearance of dipping under the hill, or, in other words, is overlaid by the trachyte. The outlying 
hill,/, is made up of sandstone, or a sandy slate ; its summit is 1,200 feet above Box Elder, and hence 
a thousand feet lower than the adjoining trachytic hill. The observed thickness of this slate is 200 
feet ; dip 10° a little east of north, and strike nearly east and west. It can hardly be conformable 
to the limestone described ; but the eruption of the trachyte, which doubtless aeeompauied the 
elevation of the mountains, has very much complicated the relations of the beds.. 

This slate contained large numbers of poorly-preserved iish-scales, which would seem to show 
its probable identity with the elevated slates in the ravine behind Cone Eatte. Further than this, 
its position seems to suggest that It may be nearly parallel with the sandstones near Cone Butte, 
which are, as has been stated, Upper Cretaceous. No trace was seen at this point of any rocks 
between the Cretaceous and the Carboniferous limestone. 

PKOM UOX ELDER TO CAMP LEWIS. 

Tbe road from Box Eidec to Camp Lewis follows aloug the foot of the mountains, but at such 
a distaoeo from them that very few observations could be made. The character of the country is 
much better than that nearer the Missouri, but cannot be very highly praised. The Judith Mount- 
ains give rise to several running streams, which occupy wide valleys, and the region seems well 
adapted for stock-raising. Near Armell's Creek, a mile to the north of the road-crossing, gray clays 
are conspicuous, forming high bluffs with perpendicular faces, quite different from anything seen 
near Crooked Creek. This exposure was visited later, on the way to the mouth of the Judith 
Kiver, but yielded no fossils, and its age is therefore uncertain. It is probably, however, near the 
top of the Cretaceous. 

Our road approached quite near the mountains at Bald Bntte (see m on. map), and here, and at 
several points beyond, we observed a considerable thickness of a soft white sandstone, fine-grained 
and even-testured, but without fossils. It is in very thick beds, and weathers out in vertical walls, 
taking fantastic shapes, which are like those of the "Quader Sandstein" of the Saxon Switzer- 
land. This is undoubtedly Upper Cretaceous. From this point, the road bears away from the hills 
jigain, crossing the divide between the Musselshell and Judith Rivers, and passing between the 
Judith and Moccasin Mountains. As has been before remarked, the dark clays of the Fort Pierre 
Group are seen again south of the Moccasin Mountains and just before reaching Warm Spring 
Creek. At this point, there was a considerable exposnre of these beds, and, although no fossils 
ivere collected here, the characteristic features of the deposit were numistakable. Farther on, a 
cut bank on the creek gave the followiug section : 

Yellow clays, somewhat sandy 20 feet. 

Hard gray shaly clays seen 20 feet. 

Tliese beds had a very slight dip a little east of north. 

The Moccasin Mountains we were nnable to visit j but their appearance, as viewed from vari- 
ous points on the road, and again from the northeast, indicated that, like the Judith Mountains, 
they are largely trachytic. 

Camp Lewis is situated ou Trout Creek, or Big Spring Brauch, as it is sometimes called, which 
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is the largest branch of the Judith River, This ia a wide stream of clear, very cold, water, which 
takes its rise in a spring about five miles from where the camp is situated. The immediate valley 
of the stream is covered with excellent grass, and when the country becomes safe from the incur- 
sions of hostile Indians — far from being the case at present — it mast prove of high value for 
settlement. 

About Camp Lewis there are considerable deposits of red clay. This is the case on both sidea 
of the stream, but most conspicuously on the east bank, where the bluffs for a considerable dis- 
tance are of a deep-red color. It ia rare to find any exposures of the beds which give rise to these 
red slopes. In general, they are so washed down that only the red surface-deposits are seen. In 
some ravines, however, on the east bank of Trout Creek, we found the hardened red clays in place. 
No fossils could be discovered, though they were searched for with care. These beds seemed to be 
somewhat irregular and of rather local character. In the place where opportunities for observa- 
tion were moat favorable, we found 10 feet of red laminated clay, underlaid by a gray shale and 
overlaid by a sandy slate of a brown color. A little farther north, other layers of sandstone were 
observed, and beneath these some very thick bedded sandstone deposits ; the red clays running 
out eotirely. There was nothing to settle positively the age of these deposits. Except in color, 
they do not resemble the "red beds" of the West, generally referred to the Triassic; and as 
similar deposits were seen on the slopes of the Snow Mountains, twenty- five miles distant, overlying 
sandstones containing Cretaceous fossils (the same was true elsewhere), as noted later, it is more 
than probable that they are all Cretaceous in this vicinity. From this point, on our return journey, 
we made a detour and crossed the west end of the Judith Mountains ; and, as we have just stated 
our observations in the neighborhood of Gone Butte, it may be interesting to add the others in this 
place. 

Passing on from the red beds just mentioned, we crossed a low divide, and came down into 
the wide valley of a branch of Trout Creek, passing over some more red clays at a little higher 
level than those seen before. From here, our course was about north ; our objective point being 
some white limestone bluffs conspicuous on the summit of the range. The foot-hills flrst passed 
over consisted, as indicated by one or two rock-exposures, of a brown, Arm sandstone, in which no 
fossils were found. It had a dip of 20'=' away from the hills. These hills, in both directions, are 
covered with timber and grass, and the rock is rarely seen on the surface. 

The limestone bluff's (I, flg. 5) were reached -without much clue to the structure of the inter- 
vening country having been gained. This limestone stands up in a series of high buttresses, which, 
with their vertical fronts, are quite conspicuous objects. They show no evidence of stratification 
or structure. The rock contains occasionally masses of flint, though they are not so conspicu. 
ously cherty as those seen near Cone Butte. Some few fossils show that the rock is of Carboniferous 
age. 

The following is a list of those obtained : 

1. Zaph'entis centralis, Ev. & Shum, 
3. Syringapora mult-attenitata, McChes. 
3. Stictopora, sp. 
i. Spirifera centronata, Winch. 

On the hill to the west of this, a broad band of stratified limestone is exposed, in which some 
similar fossils were found. This same band apparently appears again on the north side of the hill, 
but here with a changed dip, northwest instead of southwest, pointing to a fold over at this point. 

We crossed the higher ridge here, from which we could see off to the east, noting, as before, 
that the hills to the north are mostly trachyte, while those behind them to the south are as uni- 
formly limestone. Near the source of Deer Creek, we descended into a broad, green meadow, quite 
surrounded by the hills. At one point, a patch of bright-red soil suggested a return to the red 
clays before seen. Crossing over by Bald Butte, a hill of trachyte, we reached the road again. 
The excursion was not altogether a satisfactory one, though showing the presence of the limestone 
at this point, but, as an investigation iuto the further structure of the hills, it was not successful. 
The difficulty lies in the fact that the hills are principally of igneous origin, and the thrusting in of 
the trachyte between the sedimentary rocks has destroyed the regular succession in the strata 
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wliicli woulcl otherwise exist. Further than tliis, wliilo the trachytic hills are mostly hare and 
rocky, the other hills are, with the exception of the oceasional sharp ridges of limestone, covered 
with grass and timber, ao that little can be seen hy one who mnst hurry on and make few stops. 
Probably two-thirds of the area of the hills is covered with trachyte, of which that fonnd at Couo 
Butte may be taken as the type. 

CAMP LEWIS TO THE JUDITH GAP. 

From Camp Lewis, the road passes on thirty miles to the Judith Gap, crossing a portion of the 
country which has some promise of becoming valuable in time. Quite a number of running streams 
pass through it, of which Cottonwood Oreelc, Little Trout Creek, and Buffalo Creek are the most 
important. The latter becomes dry late in the season. Little Trout Creek is famous for the num- 
ber and beauty of the trout which it contains. In the immediate vicinity of the streams, the grass 
is excellent; but, on the higher prairie, it is rather thin. The streams flow fresh and cold from the 
neighboring Snow Mountains, and could doubtless be used extensively in irrigation. This Judith 
Basin is a region that has been highly spoken of, and it will no doubt in time furnish farms for 
hundreds of settlers. 

Very little opportunity for geological work is afforded over this portion of the route ; for the 
prairie is much of it almost level, sloping away to the northwest to the Judith Eiver, and giving 
no exposures of the underlying rocks. Considerable surface-drift is found here, which is entirely 
local, consisting, for the most part, of pebbles and masses of a blue limestone, some of them con- 
taining Carboniferous fossils. The source of this limestone is to be found in the Bnow Moantains, 
wheih rise ten or twelve miles to the east, and from which it has been very abundantly carried off. 

A short distance before reaching Boss's Fork, a bluff was examined, of a black shale, coutaining 
many reddish iron concretions, but no fossils ; and a little farther on, to the left of the road, were 
seen some washed exposures of light-gray shales, also without fossils. Not far beyond, the soil 
becomes red again ; and, for a distance of several miles up to the Judith Gap, the presence of'beda 
of red clay is indicated. Associated with them was a limestone, impure and kuotty, with many 
veins of calcite. These red-clay beds appear also at the foot of the Snow Mountains, and, as has 
been said, also at the foot-slopes of the western end of the Judith Mountains. Their thickness seems 
to be small. They appear to belong to the Cretaceous, which doubtless extends under the grassy 
prairie from Camp Lewis to the Judith Gap. 

SNOW MOUNTAINS. 

From Buffalo Creek, ten miles before reaching the Judith Gap (that is, north of it), we made a 
short detour, to examine the west end of the Snow Mountains. This range extends in an approxi- 
mately east and west direction for a distance of some twenty miles. It is low, like all the other 
minor ranges. The average height can hardly be uaore than 2,000 feet above the surrounding . 
prairie, Buffalo Creek takes its rise in the north side of the west end of the range. Following up 
the stream for a mile and a half from whore the road crosses it, we found some outcrops of sand- 
stone, with indistinct vegetable remains, undoubtedly Upper Cretaceous. A little farther — this on 
the north side — on the hill-tops, there was a gray sandstone, and below it, ou the hill-side, a sand- 
stone of a deep yellow color. Both of these broke into irregular, wavy fragments. Dip 10° west- 
erly; strike north 30° east. These, which are in thickness perhaps GO feet, are probably Fpper 
Cretaceous. 

On the opposite (south) aide of the stream appears a thinly-laminated sandstone, with a south- 
> dip of lOo, but a strike north 30° west. Beneath this followed the slopes of red soil, 
pointing to the presence of thin beds of clay beneath, like those at Camp Lewis, Following and 
underlying this was a firm, thick sandstone, breaking into massive slabs, which covered the top 
and sides of the hill, giving it much the appearance of having been paved ; the strike was as before. 
Beyond, also south of the creek, a hard, gritty sandstone was noticed, with layers containing a large 
number of poorly-preserved shells. These were not specifically recognizable, but have been iden- 
tified as Cretaceous by Mr. Whitfield, Beneath this was what seemed to be a second deposit of the 
red-clay beds. These last are visible, though not so distinctly, on the opposite side of the creek. 
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where tbej are followed by about 5 feet of a firm limestoDe, aud tbat by a oonsidorable tliicltiiess 
of green and black shales, which last may be traced for a short distance on both sides of the stream. 
It ia to be noticed that the strike and hence the dip of similar layers on both sides of the stream is 
quite different ; and, though further study is needed to make out all the facts, we think it can hardly 
be doubted that at this western end of the mountains there is a distinct fold ; the axis probably 
running a little north of west. 

Continuing up to the source of the stream, we found the limestone here with a very slight dip 
to the northwest ; strike northeast. The final point which we reached was a little eaaon, with high 
and bold limestone walls, from which we obtained a few not very perfect Carboniferous fossils, viz]: 

1. Zaphrentis emitralia (!), Ev. & Sham. 

2. Streptorhynckus Keolcuk, H. 

3. Spin/era centronata, Winch. 

4. Stictopora, sp, 

To reach these Carboniferous rocks, we had doubtless passed over in succession the Cretaceous 
rocks, having perhaps a thickness of 900 feet, and also.the Jurassic, if it exists here. We found no 
fossils belonging to this age, and doubt the existence of any considerable thickness of Jurassic beds. 
The limestone with the green and black shales noted above may possibly belong here. 

Leaving the ridge, we turned at right angles to it ; that is, nearly north. Here we passed over, 
first, the limestone dipping northwest, then successive beds of sandstone with beds of red clay inter- 
stratified. Near the foot of the bill, a reversal of the dip occurs in the sandstones, pointing to a 
minor fold parallel to the general coarse of the range. No older rocks than the Carboniferous lime- 
stone were observed ; and from the numerous limestone pebbles containing Carboniferous fossils, 
picked up at different points along the sides of the mountains, it is safe to conclude that the range, 
as a whole, is made up of Carboniferous limestone ; the younger rocks lying on its outer slopes. No 
evidence of aiiy older rocks than the Carboniferous waa noted ; certainly not of any crystalline rocks. 
The trachyte, so common in the neighboring Judith Mountains, seems to be almost or entirely 
absent. 

LITTLE BELT MOUNTAINS. 

The Judith Gat) is the divide between the Judith aud the Musselshell Elvers. At this poiut 
the Little Belt Mountains a-nd the Snow Mountains approach one another quite closely. The 
former are quite an extended and somewhat irregular range, reaching for a long distance north and 
west. Of its general geology, we can say little, as we can speak only of a few widely- separated 
points where we were able to visit it. One of those points was the extremity of the range at the 
Judith Gap. Hear the Gap, we have already spoken of finding, on the north aide, beds of red 
clay, which are associated with a little limestone, and nearer the hills with an underlying sandstone. 
Crossing the hills, which form the extreme eastern end of the range, perhaps a mile west of the Gap, 
we found a bed of yellow sandstone, which contained Ostrea congesta, Con.; then, some distance up 
the slope, a limestone containing corals, aud dipping in a northerly direction; then some thin layers 
of limestone containing Productus. 

The fossils found here were as follows; the identilcation by Mr. Wbiifield: 

X. Ostrea oongesta, Con. 

2, Cyathophylloid coral. 

3, Oampophyllum torguium, Owen ! ? . 

4, Spirifera centronata, Winch. 

6. Bpirifera, sp. May possibly be Spmferina Keiituclimms. 

6. ProdvctuSf sp. Besembles P. Wortheni, H. ; but perhaps more nearly related to F. multi- 
striata, Meek. 

7. SoImoAm, sp. Nearly or quite 8. Mossicus, (DeVem.,) M. & W. 

Here were seen 20 feet of green and black shales, dipping 50^ northeast. From here, as we 
go up and across the hills, the strike gradually changes, and with it the dip, so that on the south 
side of the hill we have strata dipping southeast instead of northeast. Tlie succession observed 
here is from below up : 

Limestone, dip 05° south, strike north 70° east 2 feet. 

lied clays, with purple slates underlying it 10 feet. 
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Those beds bend aronud some 50°, so that in a vertical section tliey describe a quarter circle, 
The upper and central part of tbe hill consists of limestone, overlaid by a considerable thick- 
ness of slates and sandstones, dipping mostly east-southeast. The hill alluded to forms the 
extremity of this portion of the Little Belt Mountains, JFarther along to the west, in the main 
range, is a limestone which has every appearance of dipping nnder all the rocks thus far men- 
tioned J it probably corresponds to the firm limestone which forms the lower portion of the Carbon- 
iferous as developed in this region. The structure of this hill, thus imperfectly made out (a hasty 
run across it while the party was going round being all that circumstances admitted of), may be 
better understood upon the statement that it is an anticlinal fold ; the axis pointing about north 
30O west, and somewhat elevated in this direction. The south side of the fold is apparently the 
steeper, 

JUDITH GAP TO THE MUSSBLSnELL OASON. 

From the Judith Gap to the Musselshell Caiion, a distance of rather more than forty miles, 
the underlying rock belongs for the most part to the Upper Cretaceous ; the only fossils found hav- 
ing been referred by Mr. "VVliitfield, as stated below, to No. 5. This district is remarkable, perhaps 
more so than any other seen by us, for the deep and wide valleys which have been cut through the 
nearly horizontal rocks, and which lead away from the neighboring range, the Little Beit Mount- 
ains, There are now no streams running from the mountains, with the exception of Haymaker's 
Creek near the Forks of the Musselshell, and yet the otherwise remarkably level prairie is broken 
by a number of striking ravines or valleys. These are all alike in that they show no evidence of 
any important action by recent running water, but, on the contrary, point to agencies which must 
have done their work in glacial times. The beds of these valleys, and also, though to a less 
extent, the prairie above them, are strewn with pebbles and masses of limestone, whose source is 
in the mountains, only a few miles distant. 

Three very conspicuous valleys, one of them a mile wide, with steep banks more than one 
hundred feet in height, are crossed before going twelve miles from the gap. Hopley's Hole is by 
far the most remarkable of these. A section is given in the following cut (fig. 8 




A Section across Hopley's Uoic. 

The width of the eoulcSe at the top is about 1,000 yards. From the level of the prairie on 
either side, there is a steep plunge down ; the total depth to the dry bed of the little stream being, 
according to aneroid measurements, 150 feet. On the west side, a second terrace of 50 feet in 
height is very distinct, while on the eastern slope a similar terrace, at about the same height, seems 
to be indicated ; at present, however, there remains only a series of little conical hills all lying in 
a continuous line and presenting quite a peculiar appearance. This ravine is now dry, with the 
exceptionofafewspringsof moderately good water on the west side. Thewater from these springs 
moistens the ground for a little distance about the point where they appear, but soon sinks out of 
sight. In the early part of the year, after the melting of the snow, more or less water evidently runs in 
thebedof the stream, which is dry in summer j but its erosive power is small, and there is nothing in 
the present relations which will explain the existence of such an extended valley. Hopley's Hole is 
important to those who pass over this road, not only as furnishing one of the few sources of water in 
this part of the route, but also because along the eastern edge of the valley there is here and there a 
little timber : a few straggling pine-trees which have ventured out into the prairie from the adjoin- 
ing hills, and which show, by their appearance, that they have here a hard struggle for existence. 
The western slopes of this ravine, over which the limestone pebbles before mentioned are thickly 
scattered, are more gradual than the eastern ; and, while the former are covered with thin grass, the 
latter shows a line of exposure of the sandstone which underlies the level prairie here. The np])er 
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part of tbia is yellow and quite ferruginous; that below wliltisb and a littlo shaly. It varies some- 
what at different points ; in one place turning into a soft, dark-colored slate in very thin layers. 
Tbe whole exposure may be 15 or 20 feet in thickness ; the sandstone having a very slight south- 
easterly dip. No fossils could be found, and the rock seemed to bo without any special cbaraeter- 
iatic features, with the exception of pipe-stem pieces of carbonate of lime, which were quite common, 
They occupied a vertical position, sometimes carving more or less, and were 6 to 16 inches in 
length ; possibly they were holes in the sand made by borers and subsequently filled up. 

West of Hopley's Hole, the plain is nearly level for a long distance, broken only by one or two 
gullies. The general slope of the whole is very gradual to the sonth toward the Musselshell Eiver 
and far beyond. In this direction, there is nothing to break the view, and the eye wanders nnre- 
lieved over a vast range of dry, parched prairie, from which, at midday, the heated vapors arise, 
producing the illusive phenomena of the mirage. 

Haymaker's Creek, twenty-five miles from the gap, offers another example of the extensive 
erosion which has taken place in this region. The stream at present carries very little water, and 
that quite strongly alkaline, especially late in the summer, at which time it barely moves at all. 
On tbe west side, the terrace is high and distinctly marked. It may be traced from the mountains 
to tbe Musselshell Eiver with the same gradual slope noticed elsewhere ; here also quite inde- 
pendent of the dip of the strata, which make a small angle with its upper surface. On the east 
side, the slope is very gradnal ; the final height not being attained for several miles. 

A short distance below the road-crossing, the sandstone is exposed. For the most part, it is 
a fine-grained rock of even texture, and of a light-bluish color, becoming yellow on exposure to the 
weather. Much of this lies in exceediTigly thin, paper-like layers. There are also a few layers of 
a blue, impure limestone, and toward the top a bed of coarse sandstone, almost a conglomerate, 
containing some indistinct plant-remains, shells, and a few sharks' teeth and vertebrse, which show 
the beds to be Cretaceous No. 5. The remains are too poorly preserved to be specifically identified. 
The genera are as follows : 

1. Oryplicva, sp. 

2. Ostrea, sp. 

3. Lamna, sp. (teeth). 

i. Galeocerdo, sp. (teeth). 

Tbe strata have a slight dip (5°) northerly; and a little to the north, where the tbin-bedded 
sandstone only is visible, the beds are horizontal or dip slightly to the south. A mile or two far- 
ther, i, e,, west, we meet several outcrops of a dark ocher-yellow sandstone, in which some pipe- 
stem calcareous fragments suggested those found at Hopley's Hole. A few indistinct vegetable 
remains were also obtained, but nothing characteristic. The slight dip is reversed in a subsequent 
exposure, showing an extremely low fold, tbe meaning of which will be explained later. Fol- 
lowing these are a series of bluffs, sandstones, or sandy shales, some of which we were enabled to 
visit. None of them afforded us any fossils. Over these, we noticed a few washed exposures of 
white and cream-colored clays, 

These doubtless all belong to the Upper Cretaceous, though, in view of their very slight dip, it 
would require more time thau we bad at our disposal to make out their exact stratigraphical rela- 
tions. In general, it may be said of these sandstone bluffs that they are more tilted as we approach 
the mountains, and seem to owe their position to the forces which threw up this range of hills. 

On reaching tbe Forks of the Musselshell, we come into a more attractive region. From the 
Judith Gap to this point, the prairie is almost a desert, dry and parched, and the grass very thin- 
Both branches of the Musselshell Eiver, however, are fine running streams, and at their union the 
alluvial country is wide and susceptible of profitable cultivation. Just before reaching the Forks, 
we passed a ranch where a system of irrigation bad produced excellent agricultural results. 

From the Forks our road took us along the north branch of the Musselshell Eiver, and two 
miles beyond we entered the Musselshell Canon. The open country here is rough, and is charac- 
terized by many step-like ridges of sandstone, on one side steep, showing the edges of tbe strata, 
and on the other sloping off gradually, and covered over with grass. 
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MUSSELSHELL CAffON TO CAMP BAKER. 



The Mosselsbell Canon divides the Little Belt Mountains from wliat is called the Elk Eange. 
It is a narrow mountain-ravine, -witli steep Iiilla on both sides, which sometimes approach very 
closely together, and again recede, giving room for a little strip of green meadow-land on the border 
of the stream. It is, throughout its length of eight miles, very picturesque, especially near the 
eastern end, where the abrupt walls and buttresses of ■white limestone contrast strongly with the 
dark-green foliage of the pines and spruces. All together, it was a most delightful relief from the 
parched alkaline prairie on which we had made our camps for the preceding fortnight. The waters 
of the stream are clear and cok", and abound in what is apparently a species of Goregonus. This 
fish rose readily to a fly, affording to some members of the party fair sport, and furnishing a very 
agreeable variety to the sameness of our daily fare. 

On leaving the open country and entering the caiion, we came abruptSy upon the Carboniferous 
rocks. A band of red clay a few feet wide is quite conspicuous at its eastern opening, followed 
by several others less striking and quit* narrow, all red or ocher-yellow. These are interstratified 
with a sandstone which contains great numbers of Ostrea congesta, Con,, as identified by Mr. Whit- 
field. These dip west 50°. Immediately following these ace successive layers of limestones and 
slates, and then several hundred feet of limestone. 

From the former beds the following fossils were obtained : 

1. Bryozoan (undescribed), 

2. Aulopora, or bases of Syringopora. 

3. Zaplirentis centralis, Ev, & Shum. 
i. Productus semireticulatm. Mart. 

5. Produetus mwricatus, N. & P. 

6. Produotits, sp., probably young of P. punctatus. 

7. Prodttctva, sp., approaches forms referred to P. Prattenanus, 

8. Productii^ multisiriatus, Meek. 

9. Atliyris, sp. 

10. Pinna Ludlovi, Whitfield (ii. sp.). 

The overlying limestone-beds all dip like the others, a little south of west, 50° to G0°. These 
limestones form a number of high vertical walls and isolated towers, which are worn out into a 
variety of fantastic forms which have already been alluded to. These are especially conspicuous 
ou the north side of the stream, though similar walls are seeu too on the other side in the line of 
the strike. This limestone is very cherty, the fragments of flint being numerous ; and it is to their 
presence that the rock owes the peculiar forms in which it now appears. The walls show no evi- 
dence of structure or stratification. They abound in little cavities and holes, often partially 
filled with stalactitic masses of carbonate of lime, showing the extent to which the solvent action 
of water has worked upon them. 

A similar relation of the rocks was observed on the upper slopes of the Bridger Mountains ; 
that is, the series of bright-red indurated clays, with a little Cretaceous sandstone, followed by thin 
layers of limestone full of Carboniferous fossils, and then 500 feet or more of a firm cherty limestone, 
weathering out into walls showing no stratification and rarely containing fossils. The limestones are 
overlaid by (Jurassic and) Cretaceous and underlaid by Silurian. The similarity in the succession 
of the beds makes it quite certain that the underlying rocks at the entrance of the Musselshell 
Canon are really the youngest, forming the upper part of the Carboniferous series, while the rocks 
which follow and overlie, apparently conformably, are older, and, in part at least, Lower Silurian. 

The later layers of the limestone, going w^t through the canon, have a somewhat different 
look from those seen farther to the east, being darker-colored and more uniform in appearance. 
Leaving the limestone, we passed over perhaps a quarter of a mile without finding any rock in 
place, though on the hill-slopes to the south masses of a hard, reddish quartzito indicate the pres- 
ence of this as a member of the series. The next exposure reached was an argillitic slate, with 
veins of quartz, also dipping westerly. The hills for a considerable distance are rounded and 
covered with grass, exposing no rocks within the limits that we were able to cover. 

The prevailing rock, as we continue up the eafion, following the course of this branch of the 
15 W 
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Musselshell, is a clay-slate, of which there must he a very great thiclmess, interstratifled with some 
saudstone-beds. The central portion of the range is trachyte, which is very abundant, forming a 
series of high hills and seriously interrupting our observations in the succession of the strata. 
Occasional outcrops of sedimentary rocks, principally slates and shales, appear ; but as they 
contained no fossils, and as their succession was everywhere interrupted by the trachyte, their 
relations to what had preceded remain very uncertain. On the whole, the canon gives a very 
fair exposure of the successive rocks, and to one who could do more than take passing notes in 
riding through it would no donbt yield some important facts. 

Leaving the caiiou, we emerge into an open rolling country, covered with grass, and with few 
exposures of the underlying rock. This, as far as could be observed, was a yellowish fragmentary 
slate, with occasional veins of quartz and calcite. A number of openings have been made by indi- 
viduals prospecting for metal, but only faint indications of copper were observed. At Copper- 
opolis, a mine has been sunk some 40 feet into this slate, and some very fair copper-ore and a little 
silver ore are being taken out. The mine is being worked on a very small scale indeed, only two 
men being engaged in it ; but the ore obtained is sufficiently valuable to pay its way to the East, 
where (at Baltimore) it is smelted. 

Kear this point we pass the divide, and descend rapidly to the valley of Deep Creek, leaving 
the Musselshell behind us, and striking waters that flow into the Missouri near Sun Eiver; that is 
above Fort Benton. 

The valley of Deep Creek, though here somewhat narrow, becomes rapidly wider as we follow 
it down to Camp Baker. It is a fertile alluvial i>lain, and is no doubt susceptible of successful and 
profitable cultivation. There is as yet, however, no market for cereals in the vicinity, and the 
grassy meadows are given up to large herds of cattle, which range at will over the valleys and 
foot-hills. Every settler owns some cattle and horses, and these require littie or no care, even in 
winter. The inhabitants state that they cut no hay for the winter-consumption of their stock, nor 
do they build stables or shelters for them at that season. The animals are said to run out all 
winter and to keep fat on the standing hay. Montana beef has quite a reputation for excellence 
west of the Missouri, so that the raising of cattle is likely to prove the most profitable pursuit for 
the settler until railroads shall have supplied him with a market for other products. Deep Creek, 
like most of the streams in this neighborhood, abounds in delicious trout and gi-aylint^ (Thymalhis), 
both of which attain a large size, sometimes weighing three pounds and u ore 

To our left, as we come down the valleyof Deep Creek, we have the LlkPange h Ji ilove us, 
the summits of which consist of trachyte. This has taken many cui ous form'' is p nnacles and 
towers, which rise above the timber, and give to the hills a very castellated aiieaiance An out- 
crop of purplish-red slate to the left of the road, and dipping 40° southerly deserves to be men- 
tioned, as its exact counterpart was seen at Camp Baker, sixteen miles distant, there overlying the 
Potsdam limestones. To the right, that is west, were a series of limestone ridges with masses of 
trachyte interstratified. These beds of trachyte have all the appearance of sedimentary rocks at 
a distance, so entirely do they conform to the nptilted beds of limestone. TJiese latter have a dip 
of 40c> to the southwest. They have the appearance of the Potsdam limestone beds just spoken of 
as occurring at Camp Baker, and since, if continuing, their strike would make them appear there, 
it is hardly to be doubted that they too are Silurian. 

The Sulphur Springs are about 17 miles from Oopperopolls, and lie at the point where the road 
to Camp Baker turns at a sharp angle to the west. The springs have a temperature of 150° or 
thereabouts, and are strongly impregnated with sulphureted hydrogen. They are quite well known 
through the Territory, and are believed to have the beneficial effects generally ascribed to similar 
springs, and to be especially valuable in cases of rheumatism, a complaint very common among 
miners. Considering the vast trachytic upheaval which has taken place in that vicinity, the pres- 
ence of hot sulphur springs can hardly excite surprise. 

From the Sulphur Springs, the road continues west, at the foot of the Big Belt Mountains, cross- 
ing a wide grassy plain, which has an even, uniform slope up to the edges of the hills. The stream, 
some ten miles from the springs, where Newland Creek joins it, runs through a gorge of por- 
pliyritic trachyte with a distinct columnar structure. This rock borders the creek for some dis- 
tance, and the dike runs across the road, continuing on in a northerly direction. From here a 
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inarcli of eeveii miles took us to Oaiiip Baker; Uio road passing along by bhifl's of Mioeeiio Tertiary, 
to be described later. 

OAMP BAKEE. 

At Camp Baker, where we made a short stay, we wero the reoipieuts of most kind hospitalities 
from the ofiScer at that time in command there, from whom also we received valuable informa- 
tion in regard to the surrounding country. During the time spent at this point, we were enabled to 
make an imperfect reconnaissance of the immediate vicinity. The descriptions given below may be 
better understood by reference to the following cut {fig. 9): 




Camp Baker lies in a broad plain, which is surrounded on ail sides by mountains, of which the 
Big Belt to the south are the most conspicuous and highest. "We are here on the eastern border 
of the mountain-region, which extends far to the westward. The valleys of Deep Creek and its 
tributaries are filled with deposits of Miocene Tertiary. These consist for the most part of homo- 
geneous cream-colored clays, so hard as to be with difiiculty cut with a knife. The lower layers 
are generally more loose and homogeneous, while the upper beds are harder, firmer, and sometimes 
quite calcareous. Some of the upper beds are remarkable for the large number of white clay con- 
cretions which are found in them. 

The beds are horizontal, and rest unconformably on the somewhat upturned yellow and red 
slates below ; the clays of which they are formed resemble closely those of the Miocene beds 
at Scott's Bluffs near the North Platte River in Wyoming. The deposits at Camp Baker have 
been extensively denuded, and nowhere reach any very great thickness. At a point about three 
miles southeast of the post, some bluffs were noticed where the Miocene beds attained a thickness 
of 200 feet, and these were capped by 50 feot of Pliocene clays, both beds containing characteristic 
fossils. 

We saw the first exposures of these beds a few miles west of the Sulphur Springs, just after 
crossing the high ridge of trachyte before referred to, through which Deep Creek flows. From 
here, the lake-bed was traced continuously along Deep Creek for a distance of fifteen miles, Beds 
of the same character, containing fossils, were found on Spring Creek to the east, on White-tailed 
Deer Creek, about seven miles to the north of Camp Baker, as well as on Camas Creek to the south- 
west. On Camas Creek, the beds are exposed tbr a mile or more in bluffs ranging fi'om 20 to 25 
feot in height. The exposures on White-tailed Deer Creek are much more extensive than those last 
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mentioned. Those on Oamaa Creek are in tbick, rather indistinct, layers, and contain more or 
less bluish sand in irregular layers, and sometimes a little coarse gravel. Traces of this deposit, 
containing what appear to be remains of Rhinoceros, were also observed two miles or more sontli of 
Moss Agate Springs (to be referred to later), and at a considerable elevation above the creek -bed. 
With more time than we had at command, they could, no doubt, have been traced much farther, 
although in many places the beds have been washed out, or have been covered by the later local 
drift. 

In the Miocene beds were found a species of iJ/wKoceros; several species of Oreodon, Leidy, and 
Uporeodon, Marsh ; a canine tooth apparently of Ulotherium, Porael ; and remains of Turtles. In 
the Pliocene beds, the principal fossils were a species apparently of Men/chyus, Leidy; remains of 
an equine smaller than the modern horse; and Pliocene Turtles. These fossils have not yet been 
carefully studied, and, for this reason, their relation to the remains fonnd in the other lake-basins 
of similar ago cannot here be stated. The line of separation between the Miocene and Piiocene 
beds is, in some places, well marked. It consists of about six feet of hard sands interstratilied with 
layers of very small, water-worn pebbles, soldered together into a hard mass. Each of these layers 
is about 6 inches in thickness. Immediately above these strata, the Pliocene fossils were found. 

It is known that in the neighborhood of Fort Shaw, and near Helena, Pliocene deposits exist; 
and near Port Ellis, and in the valley of the Yellowstone, we saw, but were unable to examine, 
gray sands and marls, which Dr. Hayden refers to the same age. No Miocene beds, however, have 
been identified at any of these localities. It seems probable that, in Pliocene time at least, the 
Baker Lake may have extended north to the Missouri Eiver, and perhaps up that stream to the 
"Three Forks", thus connecting with the lake which existed near Fort Ellis. Indeed, it would 
seem that we just touched upon the southern edge of this basin, which may have extended far to 
the north and west, 

An interesting point in connection with these deposits is the fact that, with the exception 
of one deposit in Colorado, they are at a much greater elevation than any other beds of the same 
age now known on the continent. The elevation of the White liiver beds is abont 3,000 feet, and 
that of the Oregon basin somewhat less; while that of the deposits near Camp Baker is over 
5,000 teet. 

On the east side of the plain on which Camp Baker stands, the Miocene has entirely disap- 
peared. It is to be noticed that these Tertiary beds were deposited after the elevation of the older 
rocks, and that most of the denudation now visible in these rocks must have been accomplished 
before the deposit of the Tertiary, as it is repeatedly seen iilliog the depressions and unevennesses 
in the slates, as also covering over the ridges of trachyte. Underlying the Tertiary, and tilted 
up at a small angle, appear a series of yellow slates and shales, which are quite generally distrib- 
uted in this region, though not seen elsewhere. They are seen generally as a fine-grained slaty 
rock, friable and weathering readily, so that exposures of the rock in place are rarely fonnd. Occa- 
sionally, there are observed in them immense black concretions of remarkable structure. In the 
interior, these consist mostly of a calcareous clay, very hard, and showing distinctly what is called 
the cone-in-cone structure. Outside of this, the lime is purer, though lying in concentric layers, 
and the exterior shell is made up of fibrous caScite half an inch iu thickness. The clay cones 
radiate from the center of the concretions. 

The slates are destitute of fossils, and their age is only a matter for conjecture. The most 
remarkable feature connected with them is that they have, in spots, a bright brick-red color; 
thus, in riding over the country, a patch of intensely red-colored soil will be seen here and there, 
strongly suggestive of the burned lignite beds of the Missouri liiver. The slate has at such points 
the appearance of burned pottery; the material being harder and firmer than the surrounding rock. 
In some cases the red color was uniform in the rock ; but generally it was distributed in successive 
bands, as though produced by the action of hot water. The red patches are quite local, and seldom 
cover more than a few square yards, though in one case they were seen extending along a range of 
hills for a hundred yards or more. That the effect produced has been caused by the action of heat 
cannot be questioned, though under what conditions no attempt is made to conjecture. As has 
been said, these shales and slates are tilted up unquestionably; but their exact relations to the 
underlying rocks could not be made out withont more opportunity for investigation than we had. 
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The difficulty in settliug tlie matter arose from tlie fact that tlie loose slialo seldom sliowcd its true 
position. 

We find this formation ia the immediate vicinity of Camp Baker, both to the east, wbere it 
forms high hills 350 feet above the plain, also to the south and west, where it is intersected by sorne 
dikes of porphyry, and quite extensively below in the valley of Deep Oreek, as well as along the 
valley of White-tailed Deer Creek. Its general distribution seems to conform to a certain extent 
to that of tlie Miocene Tertiary that is flUing the valleys between the older rocks. 

The older rocks alluded to form the ranges of hills eonspicnons about Oamp Baker. Immedi- 
ately north of the post lies a range of hills, having an east and west trend, through which Deep 
Eiver takes its course by means of a canon, which gives an excellent section of the rocks of which 
the hills are composed. The rocks all dip south, and this dip coutiones the same for a mile or two 
to the north. South of the range alluded to, and close to the post, are several minor hills, and, at a 
distance, a series of others all singularly alike in appearance. The section of rocks alluded to is 
as follows : 

Qnartzite 20 feet. 

A series of colored shales, chielly red, hut also green and blue, with a bed 

of trachyte interstratified 150 feet. 

Two ridges of limestone, in all 80 feet. 

These limestones show abrupt bluifs to the north, and dip southerly. In the northernmost of 
the ridges were found — 

1. Grepicephalm (Loganelhts) montanensis, \Vhitf. (n. sp.) ; 

2. Obolella, sp.?; 

identifying the formation as Potadam, according to Mr. Whitfiekl. Following this ia a quai'tzite, 
which forms tlie south side of the hill alluded to. The section is continued through the canon : 
qnartzite 40 feet, firm and solid, with a reddish tinge of color, breaking into massive blocks; under- 
neath is a series of bright green elates, followed by a variety of elay-slates, mostly dark-colored, 
with occasional beds of hard solid quartzite and some thin layers of limestone. After half a mile, 
the ridge is passed, and the stream comes oiit into the open country. The rocks, for a mile or two, 
however, are mostly the same in dip, and are conformable. They are chiefly dark blue shales. 

The appearance of the quartzite hills in this neighborhood is peculiar, as they all have a grad- 
ual slope to the south, but are nearly vertical toward the north, on which side there is at tlieir foot 
a talus of large cubical blocks of quartzite. 

We were unfortunately not able to visit the Big Belt Mountains. 

CAMP BAKEE TO FOET ELLIS. 

From Camp Baker, the party marched to Fort Ellis ; the road for a short distance being the 
same as that before traveled. The road passes to the right of the Elk Eange. Twenty miles from 
Camp Baker, we reached the extremity of this range. At this point, we passed immediately from 
the grassy meadow onto the older rocks. Here we found first a red shale similar to that at Camp 
Baker, and also to that observed higher up, four miles the other side of the Springs. This was fol- 
lowed by a heavy massive quartzite, a little reddish and very Arm ; and overlying this was a 
considerable thickness of limestone. This last is well exposed just above Moss Agate Springs, and 
in some of the layers we found an abundance of fragments of TriloMtes. The limestone is much of 
it very cherty, and in many places it formed the same abrupt and peculiar shapes noticed elsewhere. 
Just above Moss Agate, there is a little superficial synclinal fold in the limestone, the axis of which 
has an approximately northeasterly direction. Moss Agate Springs takes its name from the frag- 
ments of flint, chalcedony, and agate, which are common on the adjoining hills, and many of which, 
from the presence of the arborescent forms of psilomelane, are popularly called "moss agates". 
These fragments of silica are evidently from the limestone, and are quite characteristic of it. 
Similar fragments of chalcedony, though without the moss effect, were found abundantly in some 
of the little hills just by Oamp Baker. The limestone is evidently the same as that, as is moreover 
proved by its association with the quartzite and by the few fossils found in it; these were all of one 
species, a new Trilohite, — AnoneUm tri$unctatus, Whitf. (n. sp.). 
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The road from Moss Agate passes, it is true, more or less at the end of the hills, but at such 
a distance from them aa to afford but little opportunity for observation. From a distance, it is 
observed to how great an extent the hills are made up of limestone, with the conspicuous traohyfic 
prominences before mentioned. "Prom the limestone, we pass immediately to a dark, somber sand, 
stone of granular texture and quite peculiar in appearance. This had a dip to the west, and con- 
tained some indistinct plant-remains. 

On ourreturujonrney, we found time to touch at the southeastern extremity of the same hilla 
near the source of Flathead Creek, and here we passed directly from sandstones resembling the 
oue spoken of to the limestone exactly similar to .those so often observed at various points in this 
range. It agreed in all respects with the other exposures. A few indistinct fossils were obtained 
from a loose block, which had evidently come from close at hand, and these show it to be Carbon- 
iferous. They were identified by Mr. Whitfield as 8pirifera eentronata, Winch. 

The country near the branch of Deep Greek on the south side of the Elk Raitge is attractive 
and covered with good grass, supporting large herds of cattlej'but, after passing the low divide which 
separates the above-named stream, a tributary of the Missouri, from Shields Eiver, a branch of the 
Yellowstone, a more or less decided change is observed. The prairie is here dry and barren, espe- 
cially to the south of Cottonwood Creek, and supports nothiug but a thick growth of sage-brush. 1 1 
is watered by several running streams beyond Sixteen-mile Creek, of which Cottonwood is one of 
the most important, in view of the fact that its banks are fringed with fine trees, from which 
it takes its name. 

As we approach Bridger's Pass, the character of the country improves again, and the large 
numbers of cattle met with near this point indicate its capabilities in the way of grazing. Of the 
geological relations of this part of the road, we saw little on our way south. While retnrniug, how- 
ever, our opportunities for observation were better, and the results are presented immediately below. 
Bridger Pass is a high mountain -divide, thickly wooded, and with the high limestone cliffs of the 
Bridger Mountains overhanging it on the west side. The scenery is fine, and the change from the 
bare prairie to the grateful shade of the wooded monntaiu-side is gladly welcomed by the traveler 
Geologically speaking, the prevailing rock is the dark sandstone described later, and known to 
belong to the Upper Cretaceous. The position of the strata is neai'Iy vertical. An occasional dike 
of igneous rock was observed, and one of these was (ionspicuous on the north side of the pass. It 
consists of a greenish basalt in spherical nodules, separating in the fracture into successive thin 
slabs. High above the road, as we approach Fort Ellis, we noticed the horizontal strata of the 
Pliocene Tertiary, which, according to Hayden, extends far away toward the west.' 

From Fort Ellis, the party extended their trip into the Yellowstone Park. We introduce here, 
however, the additional observations made on our return-trip through the country just mentioned. 

BETDaER MOUNTAINS. 

On our return to Carroll from Fort Ellis, early in Septeuiber, ws encountered much trouble at 
first from the condition of the roads, which were almost impassable, owing to the unprecedented 
amount of rain that the country had recently received. We made use of the delay which this occa- 
sioned in the movements of the wagons, to make a little exploration of the Bridger Mountains, or 
East Gallatin Eange, as it is sometimes called. These observations could not be extended beyond 
the east side of the range, and hence are only fragmentary. Considerable time was devoted to the 
same mountains by Br. Hayden and his parties in 1871 and 1872, and reference may be made to his 
reports for those years for the facts observed by them. 

This range of mountains is especially conspicuous as viewed from the east side, rising up steeply 
ftom the deep and narrow valley, and terminating in a nearly perpendicular white wall, with a 
sharp knife-edge for its summit. We ascended the ridge from two points ; first, September 4, from 
a point in the valley below, about six miles from Fort Ellis ; and, again, September 5, from onr 
camp, a short distance to the north side of the divide in the Bridger Pass. 

The rock of the valley, and indeed of the pass, as far as observed, is a sandstone of somber 
tints, gray, brownish, or greenish. The texture is generally granular and gritty, and the rock ia 
more or less speckled with grains of quartz and feldspar. In general, it may be said to be a sand- 
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stone ma from poorly-assorted materials. It contains, in some layers, impressions, generally 
Indistinct, of vegetable remains. It is referred, as a whole, to tbe "Coal Series", by Dr. Hayden ; 
and be further estimates its thickness at 10,000 feet. This seems to ns considerably to exceed the 
truth. We fonnd the same series of sandstones extending in a number of wide folds over the prairie 
to the north ; and this would make it probable that oven if there be a thickness of 10,000 feet of 
vertical strata heloitging here, it has been formed by the pressing together of an anticlinal fold par- 
allel to the range of mountains. This is the more likely, as the strat-a of the beds all dip steeply, 
and are often overturned, the dip being reversed. 

Ascending the hills from the point first mentioned, somewhat north of the Bridger Peak, we 
passed for a long distance through the timber, crossing, here and there, littie open parks and valleys, 
up to the foot of the range proper. Up to this point, we had seen bat few exposures of rock, and 
those similar to the sandstone already described. The section observed from this point to the 
summit is as follows : Red earth and clay, with occasional masses of indurated red clay, seldom 
showing any stratification ; in all, 60 feet. Following this, and, in its present position, overlying, 
though, in fiict, geologically, underlying it, is a thick-bedded sandstone, dipping 60° west; strike 
north 20° west. This rock was mostly yellow and ferruginous; its texture gritty, at times hecom- 
ing a mass of coarse pebbles. Occasional layers were calcareous, and contained maltitudes of indis- 
tinct Cretaceous shells (see list below}. These often yielded to the weather, the rock becoming 
then rasty and cellular. The visible thickness of this deposit was 40 feet. Then, after a small 
interval, follows a firm, blue, compact limestone; the first layers containing a few Jurassic fossils, 
and those following the same in greater numbers (see list below). Tbe thickness of this bed is 
abont 60 feet. Following this is a sandy limestone; and then comes the Carboniferous limestone, 
which forms the remainder of the upper part of the hill for a distance of 700 or 800 feet, the total 
thickness of these strata being perhaps 500 feet. This limestone has the same massive and, on 
weathering, sti'uctureless character remarked elsewhere. Some layers seem to be a conglomerate 
of fragments cemented together by a calcareous paste. Thin layers of dark flint, two or more inches 
in thickness, are common, running irregularly through the limestone blocks, and also isolated masses 
of the same rock of greater or less size. At the summit, the dip is 70° east. Fossils were not com- 
mon in this rock ; those found were chiefly corals. Continuing along the narrow summit for some 
distance toward the north, all the time on the solid limestone, we found its dip varying consider- 
ably from east to west. On descending, a band of red clay was passed over at the foot of the com- 
pact limestone, and calcareous layers idterstratified with it contained some Carboniferous fossils. 
The dip here was west. This is the same band noted on the succeeding day, and to be described 
farther on. In other respects, the return trip added nothing to what had been before observed. 

On the following day, the ridge was ascended again from a point some eight miles beyond; 
but it did not yield us the complete section of the rocks that we had hoped for. The approach to 
the mountains was, for the most part, of necessity through the timber; the rock appearing but 
seldom, and this the dark-colored sandstone before noted. What was observed here would not 
enable ns to do more than guess at its total thickness. Emerging into the open ground, high up 
on the range, we came upon a high ledge of a very massive, coarse sandstone, or rather a conglom- 
erate. The strike was north and south, and the dip east 35°. The thickness actually exposed was 
email. Eising 500 feet from here, we found a series of limestone exposures mostly covered with grass- 
They yielded some Jurassic fossils, similar to those obtained tbe day before. The rock following 
was, as before, a white, sandy limestone, sparkling in the sun, and without fossils; then appeared 
the Carboniferous limestones. 

The point we had now reached is conspicuous from all parts of the surrounding country, being 
marked by two lines of deep red, like bloody gashes, in the side of the mountain. These red bands, 
though narrow, may be traced along the east slope of the hills for a considerable distance north 
and south, and form quite a striking feature of the range. The lower bed, made up of an indurated 
red clay, was only 4 feet in thickness ; but the coior was very intense. Interstratifled with these 
bands was a small thickness of variegated limestone, generally purplish, sometimes vermilion or 
greenish. This limestone abounded in Carboniferous fossils ; not infrequently the shells occupied 
the center of little grayish circles in the reddish rock. These soft red bands have generally yielded 
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to denuding influeucea, and the point where we stood was a narrow neck of land with a deep galf 
opening below ns to the sonth and southeast. 

From Iiere to the summit, we were on the massive Carboniferous limestone containing corals 
and crinoidal plates, with here and there a Spirifera. The summit of the ridge attained here was 
considerably higher than that previously ascended, and was evidently as high as, or higher than, any 
neighboring point north or aonth. The aneroid barometer indicated that the height was in the 
neighborhood of 10,000 feet. The higher points of the summit were thickly covered with snow, on 
■which were lying thousands of dead grasshoppers ; and in many places we saw the tracks of the 
grizzly bears which had ascended the range to feed on these insects. 

The prospect frooi this point is exceedingly grand and extended. The ridge, as has been 
remarked, is, at its summit, extremely narrow, coming to a sharp knife-edge, and the view Is unob- 
structed in all directions. Nearly north and south stretch the irregular summits of this rugged 
range, while ou either side the eye sweeps over the open prairie till arrested by the mountains 
which rise above the plain. To the east, the Orazy Woman's Mountains are most conspicuous; to 
the south, the ranges near the Yellowstone Eiver ; and westward, the rich Gallatin Valley extends 
to the "Meetingof the Three Waters"; and far beyond were the Bitter Boot Mountains. At the 
foot of the abrupt cliffs on wliich we stood was a little mountain lake, far below us, though seem- 
ingly at our very feet. With its deep-blue waters, it was prettily set off by the white limestone 
cliffs above and the dark pines inclosing it on the farther side. 

The following cnt(ftg. 10) will give some idea of tlie general trend of the summit of the range. 
The points lettered (A, B, C, D) refer to the cuts which follow, showing roughly the dip of the 




strata where indicated. No special importance is attached to these, except as showing the irreg- 
ularity which exists at different points. The younger rocks lie on the east side, the Carboniferous 





limestones form the summit, and the older rocks are on the west, with a reversed dip. We were 
unable to extend our observations below the summit, and hence have nothing to add in this relation 
to what is given in the reports already referred to. 
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Tbe following is ii list of the fossils obtained daring our cxam'nafcioii of theja mountains, as 
ideutitied by Mr. Whitfield : 

Cretaceous, September i and 5, 
Ostrea coiigmta, Cou., associated witli fragments of carbonized wood. 

Jurassic, S^temVcr i and 5, 
1. Camptonectes extenuattts, Meek. 
3. Camptoneetes hellistriata, Meek. 

3. Mya&,tes {Pleuromya) subcompressa, Meek, 

4. MyaltTia [6&rvilUa) perplaiux, Whitf. (n, sp.). 

5. 6&rvillia erecta, M. & H. 

6. Gervillia sparsaradiata, Whitf. (ii. sp.). 

7. Qryplum planoconvexa, Whitf. (n, sp.). 

Garhoni/erous, September 4. 

1. Oyatliopylloid coral. 

2. Grinoida! plates, 

3. Flatpcritius, sp. t. 

4. ^irifera centronata, WincU. 

iimesiono inicfstratijkd ivill' tlw red hamU. 

5. Froductus nebrascensix, Meek. 

6. Chonetes mesoloba, Norwood & Prattcn. 

7. Athyris, ep. ?. 

GarbonifvroiDi, Sept&mher 5. 
Summit. 

1. Cysttphyllum, sp.f. 

2. Gamp(yphyUum,s]}J. 

3. Gampophyllum torqnmm, Owen. 

4. Ofiwtetes, sp.?. 

5. Zaphrentis centralis, Ev. & Shuni. !, 

6. Syringopora mult-attentiata, MeOhes. 

7. i^ri^era centronata, Winch. 

Limestone interstraUfi^ loWt the red bandn. 

8. Bpiriferina Eentuckemis, Siium. 

9. Athyris planoaulcata, Phil.?. 
10. Athyris subtilita, (H.) Meek. 
H. Bhynchonella Osagensis, SwaU.?. 

12. Streptorhyneh/us crassus, M. & W. 

13. Froductus punetatus, Mart. 

14. Froductus costatus. Sow. 

15. Froductus Fratteti<mus,'Sor Vi00t\. 

16. Froductus cora ?, or perhaps F. Fraitenanus, Norwood. 

17. Froductus, sp.; may be F. nehrasccnsis, Meek, 

18. Chonetes mesoloba, N, & P. 

19. Chonetes granulifera, Oweu. 

20. Buomphalus, sp. 

FEOM THE BRIDSEE MOUNTAINS TO THE I'^OUKS OP THE MUSSELSHBLI.. 
We camped September 6 on Cottonwood Creek, and made from here a short excursion to the 
west of tlie road. The main valley of Shields River is a syncliual, lying between the Bridger 
Mountains and the Crazy Womau's Mountains, with an axis pointing iti a direction about north 
20O west. Ill the valley, the rocks are rarely exposed ; but ridiug up the creek, two or three miles 
from the road-crossing, we fiud the rocks dipping 30^ east, with the strike north 30© west. The 
exposures here show a friable sandstone, disintegrating readily. The rock has a dark, somber 
appearance, and is made up of a greenish or brownish base, with small grains of quartz and a little 
16 w 
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leldspar. i'or a diatiince of two miles, tlie incliiiiition reinaiDs the Siioie; the rouk steiicliiig up in a 
series of Wiwe-Uke ridges, all having au abrupt side toward the west, aud a gradual slope to the 
east. Looking from tho eastern side, the existence of the abrupt rock exposures would hardly be 
expected, so gradual is the rise of the grassy slopes. From the west, oh the contrary, the eye is 
immediately struck by the remarkable series of hills with precipitous fronts. 

Some five miles from the road-crossing, there is a sudden change of dip, aud as sudden a 
return to the easterly direction : this is very probably a local change, occasioned possibly by a dike 
of igneous rock noticed at that point. The rock is here generally a sandstone, answering more or 
less closely to the description given above, sometimes a sandy slate, sometimes a whitish-gray sand- 
stone. At the headwaters of Cottonwood Creek, about six miles from the road, we found an 
exposure of a brown sandy slate, full of fucoidal remains, and contaiuirig a few indistinct shells. 
As this rock is apparently one of the lowermost layers iu the group of rocks being described, these 
fossils are of interest as furnishing a clue to the thickness of the strata. The fossils are very poorly 
preserved, but have been identified by Mr. Whitfield as follows : 

1 . Orusmtdla, sp. 

2. CransatvUa, near enough to 0. vadoaa, Morton, to have come from New Jersey. 
S. Inoceraiims, sp. 

4. I'lioladomya, sp. 

5. QrypJiaa, si). 

(i. PanofOM, sp., veiy near 1'. occid^ntalix, M. & H. 
7. Scaphites larvw/ormis, M. & n. 
ScapJdtes larvmfonnis is regarded as characteristic of Dr. Haydeu's No, 2. Above tliis bed 
there must be 5,00l> feet of rock belonging to the Cretaceous, though referred iu part by Dr. Haydeu 
to the Coal Croup. 

At the point mentioued we pass a deep grassy valley a few hundred feet in width, and on the 
other siderisesalongrangcofhighblufl'slOOfcetabove, and extending for a mile or more (see fig. 12), 
ji-j ^ jy F=^=^=:— -_^ '^''** '"*^*'^^ '^'^ esposed for a height of from 10 to 

""^ 50 feet in the perpendicular eastern front of the 

bluffs, ami form a feature of tho country quite 
conspicuous even from a distance. The rock is 
a brown and gray sandstone in alternate layers', 
with occasional slaty bands. The dip is here 
westerly, it being the under part of a very long 
and low fold. From the summit, quitea good view is obtained to the west; tho bluff has an abrupt 
front both to the east aud northwest. The valley alluded to occupies the position of the axis of 
the anticlinal, and tho fold itself is a continuation north of the folding which took place in the 
Bridger Eange: 

Turning north from here, we crossed the divide a mile beyond, and came into a long valley 
which trends a little west of north. The rock observed here wasa brownish-yellow sandstone, with 
a clay-shale underlying it, and is undoubtedly Cretaceous, though containing no fossils. The valley 
alluded to drains into Sixteen-mile Creek. We followed it for a distance of ten.miles, keeping 
along with the strike of the rocks, and found it abundantly covered with thick gi'ass, or rather at 
this season with hay cured in the ground, which could aftbrd grazing for multitudes of cattle. 
Turning again easterly, across the strike of the rocks, we cross a long series of wave-ridges dipping 
eastasbefore, and much resembling those previously observed. A very white fine-grained sandstone 
forms a series of bluffs not mnch west of the road. 

The valley of the south branch of Deep Creek is wide and level. On the northeastern side, 
where the road to the Forks of the Musselshell turns off to ascend the divide, there is quite a high 
ridge, extending from the end of the Elk Eange across toward the Crazy Woman's. Mouutaius. 
This valley is obviously, like its continuation below, a synclinal, for the strata dip sharply to the 
west 70°, the strike being the same northwest. The same dark-colored sandstone forms the first 
layer : this is underlaid by a saudy slate with large clay cannon-ball concretions. From here on for 
a mile, the dip is continuously westerly, there being the same series of wave-ridges observed before. 
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, only here the dip is reversed, and the abrupt side is toward the east. The strike reuiains the same, 
hut the dip is gcutler, averaging 40°. After some 5,000 feet of strata, the dip is reversed. Au 
exposure of roclc on the east side of the trail shows a laminated sandstone, generally soft and friable, 
but in some places very hard. The dip of the first layers is 30°, and this increases as we proceed 
to 45°, the inclination being here toward the east or northeast. A mile farther on, near the head 
of Flathead Creek, we notice another fold. The rock is here a soft yellowish sandstone, dipping 
west at a small angle, 15° to 20^. This contained many oval clayey concretions, and in the seams 
in the rock there was more or less calcite. Eipple-marks were noticed m one or two places. Still 
farther on, the opposite side of the fold is seen, and here it appears that the dark-green and gray 
rocks seen just after leaving the south branch of Deep Creek underlie the soft yellowish sand- 
stone observed near Flathead Creek. For a mile or two more, we pass over the sandstones, chiefly 
the dark rock, but occasionally nothig beds of the lighter-colored. This latter is much cracked 
and broken, scaling off into platter-like slabs, so that good exposures of it are seldom seen. Another 
fold is passed over just before reaching the broad valley of Norton's Creek. We have thus 
the indications of three great folds between South Deep Creek and Norton's Creek, a distance of 
ten miles in a straight line. The strike varies from north to west, the dip is generally as much as 
40°, and sometimes mnch more. A mile or two before reaching Norton's Creek, we pass to the 
left of a high butte formed by three narrow dikes of eruptive rock, seemingly confonnahle to the 
sandstone. 

At Norton's Creek, the country changes a little more, and we come upon a broad fertile syn- 
clinal valley. In this neighborhood, igneous rocks, before rare, beome very common, and beds of 
trachyte and basalt are repeatedly seen interstratified with the sandstones. The most conspicuous 
example of this is just to the west side of the meadow through which Norton's Fork flows. Ilore 
is a bed of trachyte apparently conformable to the sandstone, and evidently having been ornpted 
between two layers of that rock. It has a semi-columnar structure; the heads of the columns point- 
ing toward the east, thus appearing as if it dipped west, though in reality the sedimentary rocks 
have an iDclination ia the opposite direction. In the broad meadow of Norton's Fork, a num- 
ber of isolated buttes of trachyte may be seen ; some of these having taken quite peculiar forms. 
In these folds, it is seldom possible to trace any single layer of rock, because the characters are not 
distinctive enough ; occasionally, however, this may be done, as in the case mentioned above. A care- 
ful plotting of the successive exposures would doubtless show the continuity of the strata, and 
give au exact estimate of the thickness of the rocks involved, together with the width of each of 
the folds. This we were of course unable to undertake. 

On the east side of Norton's Meadow, the dip is westerly, and the strike northwest. Here a 
hrown sandstone is exposed, followed by a gray trachyte in beds, which, at a distance, look like a 
solid sandstone, and might easily be confounded with sedimentary rocks. Opposite where the 
South Fork of the Musselshell is joined by Flathead Creek, is the extremity of a little range of hills, 
trending northwest, and forming a sort of spur of the Elk Eange, conforming ia direction to the 
low folds we have been tracing, and seemingly like one of them, a little deeper, and having brought 
up lower strata. Following the sandstone, which is without fossils, we have, as we cross the east 
end of this hill, some beds of red clay, making a re<I soil, but not apimrently very thick. Above on 
the hill is a hard, red qnartzite, in massive blocks, which are scattered over the surface of the 
slope. On the cast side of the hill, near the creek, we have several exposures of a gray and yellow 
sandstone dipping east, strike northwest, followed by a reversal of dip in the same beds. The rocks 
here observed are a dark ochery-yellow sandstone, firm, and in rather thick layers, and a whitish 
sandstone, sometimes in very thin, papery layers, sometimes massive, but not often very firm ; much 
the same association as at Hopley's Hole. 

The foldings here are not nearly so extensive as those described before ; the thickness of rock 
involved being perhaps not more than 1,000 feot. Near the hill, the dip is steep ; but a mile from 
it the inclination becomes very gradual, and insensibly the strata subside, becoming nearly hori- 
zontal. A slight eastward dip in the white sandstone is, however, reversed before reaching the 
Forks, where there is a broad alluvial country. This seems to be the dying out of the action which 
was more intense to the westward. Beyond the Forks, on the road to the Judith Gap (before trav- 
eled), the same brown sandstone and white sandstone are seen again, with a .slight dip, which is 
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once more reversed, forming apparently a flaal fold in onr series, thougli the inclination is so slight 
tbat the direction remains uncertain. 

Our course along li'Iatliead Creek was very nearly at rigbt angles to the prevailing direction of 
the strike, so that we had a very good opportunity to observe the relations of the successive folds. 

FROM ARMELL'S GREEK TO THE MOUTH OF THE JUDITH. 

Prom our camp on Armell's Creet, a short excursion was made to the mouth of the Judith 
River; the intention being to make such examination of the country at that point as our limited 
time wonld admit of. 

The beds at the mouth of the Judith have been explored only once before (by Dr. ITayden), and 
their age has hitherto been in donbt. We were able to remain but two days in this interesting 
locality, and the results obtained were of course meager. Enough, however, was seen to establish 
tlie age of the beds at this point a.s beyond a doubt Cretaceous ; three members of this division of 
MesoKoic time having been found .there and identified by fossils. 

Tiie ravines, which occur so constantly along the Missouri, extend back from that stream but 
!i l\iw miles, except where a river enters it. Tributaries, however, carry the ravines and the accom- 
panying Bad Lands back, sometimes to their sources. The country which may properly be consid- 
ered as Bad Lands near the Judith is quite extensive, and is of the most rugged and barren char- 
acter. Each little stream that flows into the Missouri is bordered by a strip of country more or less 
wide, that is gullied and washed out in deep and precipitous ravines, without vegetation, and 
gi'iierally utterly impassable, except for the bighorn or the wolf. 

The Bad Lands on the Judith River extend along that stream for about twenty-flve miles from 
its mouth, and run back from the river for about live miles on each side of the stream. Those on 
Arrow Creek, which flows into the Missouri a few miles west of the Judith, extend along it for ten or 
twelve miles back from its mouth, and have an average breadth of four miles on each side of the 
stream. Those on Dog Creek stretch back into the bluffs for about fifteen miles, running over to 
iiu^et those of the Judith for about six miles of this distance, and reaching eastwardly nearly over 
to Armell's Creek, which also has an extensive system of Bad Lands. 

The rocks are chiefly sandstone, quite pure, often quite hard, but occasionally so soft as not 
to coiiere in blocks when removed from the beds. Occasionally, thin beds of an arenaceous lime- 
stone are seen, and from these a few fossils may generally be obtained. Yellowish sandy clays and 
marls also occur toward the base of the bluffs, but without fossils, as far as could bo seen, and lack- 
ing any distinctive features. Much of the lower portion of the bluffs is concealed by deposits of 
the Port Pierre beds. Cretaceous No. 4, which occurs all along the Judith River bottom and in 
many of the ravines, sometimes running far back into the bluffs. These bods agree in all respects 
with the deposits of that age seen near Carroll, Crooked Creek, and Box Elder. They wore the 
same dark shales, containing the limestone concretions, with Baeulites, &c., and abounding in the 
glittering aelenite crystals that seem to be peculiar to these beds. 

Prom our Camp on Armell's Creek, we followed the Helena road back toward Camp Lewis for 
live miles or more, and then, leaving it, took a course a little west of north, and, passing about ten 
miles to the eastward of the Moccasin Mountains, struck the divide between the Judith and Dog 
itivcr, by which road alone our point of destination could be reache<I with the wagons. The time 
occupied in reaching our camp on the Judith was two days; the distance traveled being a little 
more than forty-five miles. 

At a point two miles north of our camp, on Armell's Creek, an exposure of bare bluffs was 
noticed, which furnished the following section, from below upward ; 

Foot. 

Dark-gray horizon tally -laminated shales 60 

Laminated slightly ferruginous sandstone 12 

Soft, whitish clays, about 100 

Dark-gray clays, interstratified with layers of impure limestone concretions, 
about 100 

Total 272 
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The lamiuated sandstone eoataiaa numerous irony coneretioua, from tbe size of a poa up to two 
iiiclies ia diameter. Tliese are quite soft, and break readily, showing a concentric structure. The 
sandstone ia mueli weather-worn. The limestone concretions, on exposure to the atmosphere, crack 
and break up so that the surface of the bluffs is strewn with their angular fragments. They do not 
particularly resemble the concretions of the Fort Pierre shales seen near Crooked Creek. 

Later in the day, to tbe northeast of the Moccasin Mountains, we passed over a good exposure 
of the Port Pierre clays ; and about three miles beyond this, but at a ranch higher level, were seen 
about 100 feet of white and yellow sandy clays, capped by a thin layer of flue grained calcareous 
brown sandstone. This latter was found in place only on the tops of the highest hills. A few 
shells characteristic of !No. 4 were found in the Fort Pierre beds, hut none of the other exposures 
examined yielded any fo^ils. All the beds seen during the day were substantially horizontal. 

The divide along which oar road took us is for twenty-iive miles a gently rolling prairie, covered 
. with a fair growth of bunch-grass. It is a favorite feeding-ground for the buffalo; but, when we 
passed over it, only a few of these animals were seen, although signs of their recent presence were 
everywhere apparent. As wo approach the Missouri Eiver, the divide becomes less and less wide 
and the road more winding. Deep ravines and couli5es from Dog Creek and the Judith Itiver run 
back nntil they almost meet, so tliat tlieroad becomes narrow and often difficult. About seven miles 
from the Missouri River there is a narrow pass, the only approach for wagons to the mouth of 
the Judith. Here the divide is only 10 feet wide, and on both sides steep and precipitous 
ravines run ofl' to the east and west. This backbone continues for fifty or seventy-five yards, in 
which distance it turns and twists sharply every few feet. Sometimes the wagon on one side seems 
to Lang over a precipice a hundred feet in height, while on the other it grinds along against the fa«e 
of a sandstone bluff elevated a few feet above the level of the road, or it has to be lowered carefully 
down an almost vertical slope of 30 or 40 feet, and to be dragged painfully up another as high and 
steep. Frora this point, a march of four miles over a gently rolling plateau brings us to the final 
descent into the Judith Eiver bottom. The road down into the valley is long and steep ; the 
difference in height between the top of the bluffs and the level of the valley being 1,200 feet. 

The upper 400 feet of the bluffs are composed almost wholly of beds of sand, white and yel- 
low, nearly pure, interstratified with occasional fragmentary layers of a fine-grained, clayey, brown 
or red sandstone. The beds of white sand contains a few poorly-preserved Unios and the remains 
of Dinosaurs (Iladrosaurtis) and Turtles {ZWomj/a^). The yellow sands contain many concretions of 
hard, yellow clay, but are without fossils, so far as examined. All the beds are horizontal, and 
most of them are quite hard. The white sands in some places change into a laminated white sand. 
stone, and seem to be always overlaid by the brown sandstone. At a lower level, these beds seem 
to pass into a white, firm, clayey sandstone, which is very hard ; but we were unable, in the limited 
time at our command, to fix the point at which the change took place. 

The character of the lowest portion of the beds on the Judith is much obscured by the pres- 
ence of the Fort Pierre clays in the valley, and by the washing out of the base of the bluffs and 
consequent dropping down of the rocks above them. This has taken place almost everywhere 
along the Judith and the Missouri Rivers at this point; and, in consequence of this, the rocks dip 
at every conceivable angle, and in all directions. A careful examination, however, will serve to 
convince the observer that all the beds are really horizontal, and that the apparent bendings and 
twistings of the rocks referred to by Dr.jHayden are due simply to the action of running water. 
This element has hero acted on a scale so enormous as to be almost inconceivable to one who is 
not familiar with the important part that is played by this agent in denudation in the West. 

At a time in the past^when the Judith carried much more water than it does at present, the 
undermining of the high bluffs was constantly going on, just as the higher alluvial banks of the 
Missouri River are being undermined at present; and, as the lowest beds were washed out, the 
superincumbent rocks slipped down in vast masses. The process, on a small scale, may bo seen 
every day while ascending the^Missouri. Besides this, the water, which in spring, from the melt- 
ing snows and the early rains,' is carried by each of the thousand ravines which we find here, not 
only washes down the sides^of the_ ridges, bub works under the bluffs, often boring for itself an 
underground passage from oneTcoulee to another. Such passages increase in size annually, and 
finally become so targe as not to be able to support the weight of the rocks above, which sink down 
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and fill up tlie tunnel. It is to these causes, and to these alone, that the apparent irregularity in 
the strata at this point is owing, and uot to any uplifting of the various mountain-ranges wbich 
exist in the vicinity. The beds at the mouth of the Judith have been very little, if at all, disturbed 
by this latter agency. 

The Fort Pierre beds form what may be termed the lowest bench of the bluffs along the Judith 
near its mouth. They have been very much denuded ; at one poiut reaching a height of 560 feet 
above the river's level, and at other places along the bluffs being apparently wanting. Deposits of 
this ago are found, not only in the main valley of the Judith, but in many little ravines back in the 
bluft'a as well. It is evident that they at some points have been (wvered by the younger rocks 
which have dropped down from above. From the facts above mentioned it is very difScolt, if 
not quite impossible, to get at the lowermost strata of the bluffs ; and we were unable to accomplish 
it satisfactorily at any point. 

A considerable amount of surface-drift was noticed in the valley of the Judith and in the 
ravines running into it. This consists almost wholly of water-worn limestone pebbles, similar in 
appearance to the limestone observed at the western end of the Judith Mountains, in the Snowy 
Mountains, &c. One of these drift-pebbles contained Spirifera centronata. Winch. 

About two miles below our camp, and just above the crossing of the Judith, the Port Pierre 
beds extend up the foot of the bluffs to a height of about 100 feet. Above those, where the main 
bluffs become visible, we noted 40 feet of soft, washed, yellowish clays, and over these 18 inches 
of hard, blue to gray, impure limestone, containing ; 

1. Fkoladompa subventricosa, M. & H. 

2. Liopistha (CymeUa) undata, M. & H. 

3. Thraeia Grinnelli, Whitf. (n, sp.) 

This was followed by 15 inches of soft, finely laminated sandstone, in color from white to 
yellowish-brown ; next came 20 feet of soft yellow claysj and finally a layer of sandy limestone 
from 3 to 6 inches in thickness, and consisting almost wholly of the following shells, crowded 
closely together : 

1. Teltina scitula, M. & U. 

2. Splucriola Moreauensis, M. Hi, H. 

3. (?) Gallista Beweyi, M. & II. 

4. I/anatia coneinna, H. So M. 

5. INarica crassa, Whitf. (n. sp.) 
G. BacuUtes ovatits, Say. 

At a point said to be about one-third of the way up the bluffs on Uog lliver, the following 
fossils were collected by two members of the party : 

1. Mactra warrmiana, M. & H. 

2. Cardium ^edosum, M. & H. 

3. TelUna (Arcopagia) UtaJiensis, M. & H. 

4. Tdlina (Arcopagm) subulata, M. & H. 

They arc imbedded in a soft yellow sandstone. These fossils, most of which are characteristic, 
and which have been compared by Mr. Whitfield with typical fossils now in the Smithsonian 
Museum at Washington, indicate the lower portion at least of these beds to belong to Cretaceous 
No. 5. 

At a point a little south of where the road descends into the valloy, and about 300 feet above 
the level of the river, the following section was taken, from below upward : 

Foot. 
Hard, gray, laminated sandstone, passing near the top into a softer, yellowish 

rock ■ 50 

Yellow clayey sands 30 

Soft yellow clays 50 

Total 130 

Where the road comes into the valley, a bed of hard white sandstone, in terstratified with 



Hosted by 



Google 



TO YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK. 127 

lityers of yellowish lamioated samlstoiie, is seen, the whole ahout 50 feut iu tbickuess. No fossils 
were found in either of the above. 

It may be stated in general terms that the lower two-thirds (or 800 feet) of these bluffs cousist 
of yellowiah clays, interstratified with thiu layers of sandstone and limestone, and that the upper 
400 feet is almost wholly sandstone, more or less hard, generally white, hut sometimes varying from 
that to a dark brown. Lignite occurs in the upper sandstone. A few hundred yards from our 
camp we noticed a bed of sand 15 feet thick, with several layers of impure lignite from 1 to 3 inches 
in thickness running through it. This bed had slipped down from some point high ap ou the bluffs, 
as it had no connection with the neighboring rocks, and had quite a steep dip. From the fossils 
obtained, it seems that the upper beds of sands and sandstones must be referred to what havo been 
called the Fort Union Beds, or No. 6 of the Cretaceous. 

It is a matter of regret to the writers that the observations at this point were so few and so 
disconnected as to give but little idea of the structure of the bluffs and the relations of the beds. 
The extent of country to be covered by our observations was very large; and patient study and 
observation, extended over a considerable time, would have been required to do justice to the 
locality. 

LITTLE ROCKY MOUNTAINS. 

A delay of a few days at Carroll on our return Journey was in part utilized by a short oxcursiou 
to the Little Kocky Mountains, which lie about twenty-fivo miles from the Missouri Bivor, almost 
due north of that settlement. The starting-point was a short distance below Carroll ; and, on reach- 
ing the north bank of the stream, we took a trail leading to Milk Kiver, which we were able to 
follow for some distance. The road rises quite steeply ou iirst leaving the alluvial plain of the river, 
and attains 400 feet of its final height within a very short distance. From here the rise is more 
gradual, the road winding to and fro, keepiug on the summit of a narrow ridge, whose sides are 
washed down steeply on either hand. The washing-out of the bluffs was here even more striking 
than where observed on the south side of the Missouri; and the continually dividing and subdi- 
viding coul4es form a labyrinth of little ridges and valleys, which would present a peculiar appear- 
ance could they be viewed from a point a few hundred feet directly above. The course for the road, 
however, has been so well chosen that the ascent is continuous; no descent into any minor ravines 
being necessary. The final rise is a matter of time, and the high plateau which forms the true bank 
of the river is only reached after a ride of several miles. The height at this point, as given by an 
aneroid, was 680 feet above Carroll, which corresponds closely, with the similar measurements taken on 
the other side. After a little comparatively level prairie, the gradual rise is continued, and at the 
foot of the hills the height is 1,250 feet above the river. A section from Carroll to the mountains 
is given iu figure 13, which it is interesting to compare with figure 4 ; the scale is the same. 



The blufi's on the north bank are made up entirely of Fort Pierre shales, aud these were observed 
from time to time nearly up to the mountains. In general character, they do not differ from those 
before described. The surface of the prairie as we pass from the river is covered far aud wide with 
drift, very similar to that observed on the south side of the stream ; though here thequartzite pebbles 
are even more numerous, and cover the surface of the ground so thickly as almost to have crowded 
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out the scanty vosotation. Grass is hardly proseat at all, and evcu the few weeds have a hard 
struggle for existeuee. This is true for fifteen miles from the river. Approachiug the Lilia, how- 
ever, the grass* is more abaudaut; aud occasionally in the more favored spots it is sufficiently thick 
to make it worth the while of citizens of Carroll to come here for hay. Ju additiou to the small, 
smooth pebbles, the same masses of red and gray syenite found o^ the Crooked Creek road were 
seen here. The relations of these will be spoken of more particularly hereafter {p. 135). The 
qaartzite pebbles are most numerous withic ten miles of the river-bank, and hardly extend much 
beyond twenty miles. The same is true of the blocks of crystalline rocks to some extent, though 
they were seen occasionally quite near to the Little Eockies. It is to bo remarked that here also 
there are no deposits of drift, the pebbles l>eing merely sprinkled over the surface. The nearer we 
approached the mountains, the more unmeroas became tlie slightly washed and rounded fragments 
of trachyte, containing large, clear crystals of orthoclase. Some fragments of the same rock, by the 
way, had been seen near Carroll, on the south side of the river. The source of these fragments was 
obviously to bo found in the hills we were approaching, and subsequent exploration proved the 
truth of this conjecture. 

The old trail was left after a time, and we continued on our way, striking across the ijrairie 
toward the hills. The country was very dry aud barren ; the only water seen being in some holes, 
and that was inteuaely alkaliue. In general, it may be stated here that these hills are very dry, 
aud do not give rise to the numerous running streams, which make the region near the Judith 
Mountains attractive. The level character of the prairie was favorable to the progress of the ambu- 
lance, but^not at all so for geological investigation ; an occasional wash of black shales being the 
sum-total of all that was observed during a march of twenty-five miles. As we approached the hills, 
we passed near to the edge of the high blulis, which pitched steeply down to the valley of Little 
liocky Mountain Creek. The view which was openetl out to us was extended and striking, looking 
down on the Bad Lands of the creek at hand, and those which extended on indefinitely westward. 
The bed of the stream offered attractions for geological work ; but the descent promised so badly 
for tlie mules aud their load that it was decided to turn away, and keep on the high laud. 

We made our camp iu a meadow some two miles south of the mountains at a spot which fur- 
nished a little stagnant water. Here we had the hills in front of us, and on either hand a terrace 
about four miles apart, which stretched southward till they blended with the general level of the 
prairie. These high terraces two hundred feet above the level of the adjoining plain, are con- 
spicuous featuriis of the landscape, and are important as bearing on the general question of the 
circumstances under which this country has been denuded. The results of the observations of the 
foliowiug day are contained for the most part in the accompanying sketch. We first ejtannned the 
strata at the most easterly point {a). The intervening prairie was doubtless once covered with t!ie 
upturned strata, but now only isolated patches are to be seen. At a, we found a browu massive 
sandstone, cellular and remarkably honey combed on the surface as if worn by water washing 
against it. Its texture was even, with the exception of numerous rusty iron pellets, it dipped 
strongly (60°) southerly, strike north 80° east ; and, standing up as a high wall or rampart, it had 
survived the denuding influences which had been too severe for the overlying strata. The outer 
layer of this sandstone was 12 feet iu thickness, aud more compact than those that followed; the 
total thickness being 40 feet The next exposure was in the coul^ 400 yards behind this wall, 
where followed a series of blue and yellow shales 500 feet in thickness. These had the same direc. 
tion of strike as the sandstone, but the dip was steeper, becoming nearly vertical, then changing 
to north. The observations in this direction were cut off by the high hill of trachyte at i. The talus 
from this hill extends out for some distance from it, covering up all sedimentary strata beneath it. At 
c rises a second complementary hill of trachyte, and lying between these two and limiting the 
prairie in this direction is an imposing limestone wall. This is worth mentioning, for it is so con 
spicuons an oljject as to be distinctly visible in clear weather at a distance of fifty miles to the 
south. The mouutaius seem from such a point to have a continuous white girdle rnnning around 
them. This is due to the limestone and to its continuation east and west in tlie range ; the abrupt 
wall of trachyte also continues this girdle where the limestone is interrupted. The limestone 
wall shows no stratification, but its face has a steep dip south 70°, and, in character as well as iu 
result of weathering, resembles the Carboniferous limestone so often described. 
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At the west end of this limestone wall, a little canon oitens out, showing the considerable thick- 
Bess of the limestone. Lower layers afforded the following fossils, of which a list is here given, with 
remarks made upon thorn by Mr. Whitfield : 

1. OlaucoHome, spJ. — "Too indistinct for specific determination." 

2. Froductas, sp. 1 — " This has a feature (elongated depressions) which is seldom seen in rooks above 

the Ohemnng of New York or Waverly sandstone of Burlington, Iowa." 

3. Chonetes, sp.?. — Resembles 0. granuK/era, Ovren; also very like C subumbona, M. & W. 

i. Ckonetea, sp. — " This may possibly be only a variety of the preceding, with which it was assoeintad ; 

but had I seen only this fossil, I should have thought it Lower Silurian." 
5. Spirifera centronata, Winch, 

In regard to these fossils, Mr. Wbitfleld says: 

"The general expression of these fossils is that of Lower Carboniferous or perhaps Waverly. 
The locality and formation is worth further exploration iu view of the rocks being Lower Carbon- 
iferous, or possibly even lower." 

Wo ascended the hill at d with some little labor, owing to the thick growth of scrub-pines, with 
which it was covered, and from it obtained a line view of the surrounding prairie and the desert 
country far to the west. The various ranges of hills were distinctly visible: the Jndith Mountains 
with Cone Butte, to the south fifty miles distant in an air-line; the Moccasin Mountains; Bear's Paw 
Mountains, and so on. The height of this hiil was 3,500 feet above Carroll, or 2,000 feet above the 
surrounding prairie. Of the general geology of these hills, little can be said from such a survey, 
except so far as the wide extrusion of the trachyte was noted. The hill in question was made up 
of the trachyte which had been found iu such large quantities over the prairie to the south. This 
17 w 



Hosted by 



Google 



130 RECONNAISSANCE FROM CARROLL, MONTANA, 

rock is remarkable for its very porpbyritie character ; the crystals of orthoelase being very numer- 
ous and of considerable size, a quarter to balf an inch in length. They are usually more or leas 
altered, and under the microscope prove to be made np of minute crystals apparently of a triclinic 
feldspar, the base consisting of tlie same material. The whole rock is very white on the fresh 
fracture; bat the little iron it contains oxidizes on exposure, and the surfacebecomes rusty- 
Descending the hill, we pass south over the terrace mentioned before, which would give a good 
section of the rocks to one who bad the time to examine it with care. The lower portion of the 
southern face of the hill is precipitous ; the trachyte showing a bold front. Passing from the talus 
of the mountain, we came upon a series of variegated shales, mostly bright-red, also greenish and 
blue, evidently baked by the eruption of igneous rock close by ; occasional beds of red sand-rock 
and mud-shales occur with the others. The general strike is shown on the map. The total thick- 
ness of these shales was some 800 feet; no fossils were found, only a few indistinct vegetable 
remains. Overlying these shales, with a slight change of strike, was a thick-bedded sandstone 
honeycombed, and in other respects so similar to that described as occurring at a, that the identity 
of the two can hardly be doubted ; the underlying shales also correspond. From this point south, 
the dip became more and moregradnal, the terraced hill more grassy, and at d, perhaps two miles 
from the hills, the dip is reversed, and the sandstone of a and e appears with a slight northerly 
dip. Still farther south and west, the hills are more broken, and we passed overa series having a 
somewhat difffereut strike, consisting of a sandstone, then black shales containing large concretions 
with setenite plates ; and, overlying this, other sandstone layers. This shale suggests strongly the 
Fort Pierre Group, which is seen horizontal only a few miles distant on the prairie. Other expos- 
ures of sandstone, yellow and granular, were noted at points to the south (see figure); they had a 
strike and dip as shown in the sketch. These latter are exceedingly similar to those which yielded 
No. 5 fossils at Box Elder, No fossils were found, however ; though it caunot be doubted that the 
series of rocks belongs mostly to the Upper Cretaceous. Enough has been said to show, with the 
help of the sketch, that the rehitions are by no means simple. In general, it may be said that the 
hills, at least at this point, give evidence of folding; the a-tis lying east and west, so that the uplift- 
ing force must have been from the soutli. Our return trip was made by the same trail, and admit- 
ted of no further observations. 

THE GEi'SERS OF THE YELLOWSTONE TARK", 

The route followed by the party in going from Fort Ellis to the Yellowstone Lake and Geyser 
Basins and returning was that generally taken from this point : through the canon of the East 
Gallatin Eiver and down the valley of Trail Greek to the Yellowstone River, thence up its valley 
to the Mammoth Hot Springs, and hence to the falls, the lake, and the geysers. This route has 
been twice explored by Dr. Hayden and his parties in 1871 and 1872, and the objects of interest in 
the park have been described in addition in the valuable report of Captain Jones and Prof. Com- 
Btock, who visited it in 1873, It was not to be expected, therefore, that our hurried trip of nine- 
teen days from Fort Ellis and return would give us any opportunity to collect any important 
additional facts. 

It therefore does not seem to ns desirable to attempt here an account of the somewhat discon- 
nected observations wo were able to make on our very rapid journey from Fort Ellis to the Geyser 
Basins, as they must be, in a great measure, rejietitions of what has been already published. We 
may remark, in passing, upon the very great beauty and Interest of the whole region, and the 
wonderful field that it offers for the study of all kinds of modern volcanic rocks. 

It seems, however, that it may be of some little interest to recoi-d the action of the more 
important geysers as observed by us during the day or two which we spent in the basins. We do 
this, not imagining that the facts ia themselves have any especial importance, except so far as this : 
that the more the facts in regard to the geysers and their operations are accumulated and recorded, 
the better will ultimately be the understanding of the phenomena involved. 

We reached the Lower Geyser Basin the evening of August 20, and, having at that time and 
during the following morning but a few hours of daylight in all, we saw no display from the more 
prominent of the geysers of this basin. The only particularly noticeable ernption observed by us 
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was from the "Architectural" Geyser. The discliarge took place in the eveuing, and was repeated 
again iu the morning, lasting each time aliout i5 minutes. There was no single stream thrown to 
a great height; but a eontioiied, confused mass of jets was thrown in all dii-octions, with occasional 
spirts, to a height of 30 or 40 Suet. From its very irregularity, it seemed to us one of the most 
attractive of the small geysers. The various other interesting points in the basin, the "Mud 
Puffs," " Paint Pots," etc., were tluly examined, but do not need special mention here. 

We arrived at the Upper Geyser Basin August 21, aoil remiiiued there until the morning of 
August 24, or about 60 hours. Our note-book gives the following fiicts in regard to the eruptions 
of the more important geysers : 

Old Faitlifttl, the guardian of the valley, showed a very high degree of regularity during the 
whole period of our stay. Ttie interval between the oommencemeiit of the discharges was 65 or 
66 minutes ; and, as timed by us for nearly 34 successive eruptions, varied very slightly from this 
interval. Tiie eruplioua were of a very uniform character, differing but slightly in manner or dura- 
tion (about three minutes) or in the amount of water thrown out. During the night, wo were 
roused each hour by the first rush of the water and steam, and certainly nothing could be more 
beautiful than this grand fountain in action, illuminated by the light of the full moon. The 
average height of the column of Water, as determined by Mr, Wood, was 115 feet. 

The solid portion of the geyser, tliat is, its oruameiited crater, has been much injured by the 
depredations of selfish visitors, who do not realize that the injury to the crater done by them in a 
few minutes can never be repaired. One of the most interesting f(?atures of this geyser, to one 
who has r^ently visited the Mammoth Springs, is the great similarity between the step or basiu 
formation here and that of the calcareous springs, the same cause working here, but under quite 
different conditions. 

Bee Hive. — Our camp wiis situated in a grove of trees on the Fire Hole River, just opposite the 
Bee Ilive Geyser, so that we were able to observe it under very favorable circumstances. During 
a period of 60 hours, there were throe eruptions; the interval betweeu the first and second being 
26 hours, and that between the second and third 25 hours. Tlie dura<tion of the action was four 
or Ave minutes, and the measured height 200 feet. The amount of water ejected is comparatively 
very small ; the apparent discharge being greater than the real. This discharge consists largely 
of steam, which is swayed in one direction and another by the wind; the griwiefully- waving column 
of steam and water producing a beautiful eft'eot. Its charms are considerably enhanced when the 
8UQ strikes the jet so as to produce a rainbow near the top of the column. This geyser has a crater 
atone; there being no step formation at its foot in consequence of the small amouut of water which 
it throws out. The force of the escaping steam and water is very great, and seems almost to shake 
the crust in the vicinity. A little attendant geyser at the foot of the Bee Hive acts as a sort of 
forerunner to it, giving notice by its little stream when its larger companion is about to move. 

Grand Qeyser. — We were fortunate enough to see one very fine display of the action of this 
geyser. It is especially impressive, because of the absence of auy elevated crater ; the water rising 
from the very level of the ground. The height of the first discharge did not much exceed 100 feet. 
It rose to this point in a series of violent pulsations, remained at tUis altitude for three or four 
minutes, and then sauk back into the pool, which became quite still. A moment later it had com- 
menced again, the water rising certiiinly 150 feet by estimate. This again sank down and again 
rose to its maximum height, and this was twice repeated. 

Giantess. — The accounts of the eruptions of the Giantess have been so glowing that we were 
especially auxious to have an opportunity of observing it ourselves. When we arrived, August 
21, the crater was quite full and bubbling, seeming to promise a speedy eruption. The following 
day at 6.30 a. m., it boiled up vigorously, throwing up jets a tew teet into the air, exciting hopes 
that it was about to perform, and bringing those who were in camp somewhat hastily across the 
stream. At 9 o'clock it boiled \ip again, at times throwing out considerable water, so that it was 
nearly empty as far as we could see, looking far down into the crater. It rapidly filled, however^ 
and a second outburst on a small sciile took place. Two hours later a more vigorous display 
commenced, the hot water being thrown to a height of 100 feet, by a series of successive irregular 
throbs, like the beats of a pump; the heavy thumping going on below in a startling manner. This 
irregulardisplay, extremely iuteresting and beautiful, yet nothing compared with what theGiautess 
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is said to do, lasted for au hour; tbe entire volame ot watei thiown out being very great. At 
length, with a sudden burst, the steam drove up the witei to i mnch'greater height than before 
seen; the noise and concussions accompanying the outburst being very violent. The water 
was kept at its greatest height for two or three minutes, inil for this time we found the Giantess 
all that had been claimed for it. But the reservoir was ilmost exhausted, and in a short time the 
only escape was a mass of steam, which rushed out of the crater with a force which no words could 
describe. 

After we had become somewhat accustomed to the noise of the eruption, and the awe inspired 
by the vast outburst of steam had in a measure subsided, we experimented upon the violence with 
which the vapor was ejected by throwing into the crater trunks of trees, logs, and other objects 
which could be found near at hand, aud the height to which these were thrown by the escaping 
steam was a good indication of the force which was beiijg expeuded. The heavier of these objects 
Sank nearly to the narrowest part of the crater, and after being held for a moment suspended at 
this poiut, rising and falling, according to the violence of the jet which they met, were swiftly shot 
forth, often rising to a very great height. 

This steam escape lasted for an hour without any sensible diminution in violonco, aud we could 
not help regretting that all the water had been ejected before the most powerful burst of steam 
had begun, so that we might have had a full display of the power that was at hand acting on the 
water. The conception of force given by this great steam escape was perhaps even greater than 
if it had taken merely the form of a fountain. Six hours later the steam was still escaping, though 
with somewhat diminished energy, and an occasional liquid jet seemed to show that a little water 
was draining into the reservoir, only to be immediately ejected. 

This great steam escape is important as bearing upon the general suViject of geysers, showing 
the vast amount of steam which must be accumulated before the discharge can take place, and the 
high tension under which it must be. 

The Castle Geyser was active most of the time during our stay, though with varying force. 
The amount of water discharged was never very large, and the highest jets did not exceed 60 
feet. 

The Grotto was also almost continuously active, and after seeing the injury done to its crater 
by visitors, the large majority of whom are residents of the Territory, we could not help wishing 
that the discharge of boiling water were absolutely continuous, so tbat the depredators might be 
kept at a respectful distance. 

The Saw-mill Geyser played frequently at short intervals, but quite irregularly. 

The Giant was quiet, occasional spirts of water to the top of the crater being the only sign of 
latent energy. 

GENERAL CONCLUSIONS. 

DISTRIBUTION OP THE FORMATIONS. 

Pre-Silurian rocfcs.— Up to the time when we reached the second Yellowstone Oafion, we had 
seen absolutely nothing of any rocks older than the Primordial series. This is true, not only with 
respect to our observations, made in the several minor ranges of mountains, but also includes the 
inferences to be drawn in regard to the elevated points not reached, from the absence of any 
crystalline rocks in the local drift. The only exception to this was at Camp Baker, where the drift 
contained such masses, doubtless from the neighboring Big Belt Eange, which we were unable to 
visit, but in which we should expect to find a considerable development of the Pre-Silurian series. 

Granitic rocks have been observed by others on the east side of Gallatin River, but they did 
not appear within the limits of our observations. The inferred absence of crystalline rocks from 
the minor ranges of hills, which break through the prairie at different points in this part of Mon- 
tana, for example, the Judith Mountains, the Snow Mountains, Little Eocky Mountains, etc., if 
correct, would make it improbable that ore deposits of any economic value should be found in 
them. 

munan.~PHmorAial senes.— We observed strata, proved by fossils to belong to the Potsdam, at 
two localities, and the relations of the rocks at these points as far as made out have been described; 
they may, however, conveniently be recapitulated here. 
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At Oainp Baker, Primordial fossils were found in a limestone hill to tlie northwest of the Post ; 
the series and the estimated thickneBS are as follows: Qaartzite, 30 feet; variegated shales, 
mostly bright-red, also green and bine, 150 feet ; limestone, in a double series of ledges, 80 feet ; 
quartzite, reddish, slightly micaceous, then a series of colored slates, mostly greeo, followed by 
shales and thin beds of sandstones and limestones, in all probably 1,500 feet ; still further con- 
formable shales, 1 ,000 feet. Tliese extend toward the north farther than we could follow them It is 
enough to say that tlie total thickness of the conformable strata underlying the fossil-bearing 
limestone cannot be less than 3,000 feet, and is probably mnch more. All the facts point to a 
veri/ great development of Lower Silurian rocks. 

The same rocks were identified at Moss Agate Springs at the south extremity of the Elk Eange 
of Mountains;, we found here red shales like those at Camp Baker, qaartzite and limestone, the 
latter containing many fragments of Trilobites. We were able only to glance at this locality, and 
consequently the observations stand out isolated. To the Primordial we refer also the rocks 
underlying {in position overlying, in consequence of an overtarn) the Carboniferous limestone of 
the Musselshell Oafion, of which there mast be a thickness exposed of some 1,000 feet. It is also 
very probable that the limestone and red shales of the east bank of Deep Creek observed in iso- 
lated patches belong to the same time. With the exception of the above, no rocks older than the 
Carboniferous were seen by us anywhere from Carroll to Fort Ellis. It is certainly not to be 
affirmed positively that they do not exist in the mountains touched at ; the contrary is probable, 
but it is quite certain that, if present, they are in all cases subordinate. 

Garboniferom. — Carboniferous rocks are largely and very uniformly developed over this part of 
the Northwest, as has been remarked by Dr. Hayden. All of tlie minor ranges of hills, repeatedly 
referred to, contain Carboniferous limestone to a large extent. In fact, the most striking and char- 
acteristic features of all these minor ranges are the walls of white limestone, which stand up con- 
spicuously above the timber, and attract tlie attention even from a greab distance. The very 
uniform nature of this limestone has been noted, and to its character in weathering out into steep 
walls and isolated towers is due the conspicuous appearance mentioned. The genera! facts in regard 
to this formation, collating those obtained at different places, may be summed up as follows: The 
upper portion consists of limestone in thin beds, withlayersof shale and a little sandy state. These 
upper layers contain fossils more abundantly than the following beds. Froductus, GItonetes, Spiri/era, 
Atkyris, Skynehonella, and Streptorhynchus are abundant forms. At the Bridger Mountains, some 
bauds of red clay in the upper part of the formation were very conspicnona and persistent, and sug- 
gestions of them were seeu elsewhere. At Cinnabar Monntain, in the Yellowstone Valley, the 
intensely red clays and shale, from which the mountain derives its name, immediately overlie Car- 
boniferous limestone, and belong, as elsewhere, to tho upper part of the formation. Below these 
irregular, thin beds, showing a somewhat different character at different localities, comes the mass 
of the limestone already many times described. It is firm, bluish white, and always cherty. The 
flint is sometimes in uniformly -distributed particles of small size, sometimes in broad bands. When 
acted upon by the weather, the rock takes the form of vertical walls and steep towers, show- 
ing no trace of stratification. Reference must also be made to the remarks of Mr. Whitfield upon 
the fossils foand by us at the Little Kocky Mountains. He says : " The general expression of these 
fossils is that of Low Carboniferous, or perhaps Waverley." To this, we can add nothing, except 
that the fossils came from a limestone underlying the massive blue limestone before spoken of, con- 
taining Zaphrentis and other corals in considerable abundance. Except at this point, we found 
nothing to suggest the possible occurrence of any rocks between the Primordial and the usual 
Carboniferous. 

As to the total thickness of the Carboniferous formation as hei* developed, we can only hazard 
a conjecture, which cannot be of very great value. Tho compact limestone spoken of must be at 
least 500 feet in thickness, and the total may be 600 feet. At any rate, it is certain that the 
deposits point to a uniform condition of things at the time when the formation was laid down. 

Jurassic. — Jurassic fossils were found on the east slope of the Bridger Mountains at both points 
where the ascent was made. The only rock observed was limestone, and the fossils were quite 
abundant, in some layers, at least. The thickness seen was small, and on the one side was a 
Cretaceous fossil -bearing sandstone, and on the other the undoubted Carboniferous limestone. The 
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iuterval on both sides was small, ami we should regard an esbicuate of 100 feet for the total thick- 
ness as a large one. lu regard to this, Dr. Hayden says : " The Jurassic rocks are crushed together 
iu the uplift to such an extent that they are quite obscure, and do not appear to much advantage ; 
but, in Union and Flathead Passes, they are much better exposed." His final estimate of their thiok- 
ness Is not clearly stated ; but elsewhere, in the same vicinity, he speaks of them as 1,200 feet thick. 
Whatever may be the facts at this point, we «an safely affirm that the development of Jurassic 
rooks to the north and east is very limited. We had several opportunities f«»r esamiiiiug beds pos- 
sibly Jurassic, io search of fossils; but iu no case were we successful in our efforts to find such 
remains. On the contraiy, in two distinct localities we passed frotu undoubted Cretaceous to 
undoubted Carboniferous, with a very small interval between of nou-tbssil-bearing strata. These 
intervening strata may very possibly belong to Jurassic time, and their apparent absence elsewhere 
may be due to the disturbing iuflueuces of the uplifts j but their relative insiguiflcance seems to us 
quite certain. Banks of red soil were conspicuous at several points, and in appeai'ance suggested, 
to a certain extent, the "Bed Beds" referred to the Triable in other looilities. In three distinct 
cases, however, we found such layers iuimediately underlaid by Cretaceous sandstones ; so that we 
think that the beds in question must belong in all oases to the latter horizon. 

Cretaceous. — To the Cretaceous formation belongs the rock underlying the prairie over nearly 
all of the route traversed by us. We were unable, however, to obtaiuanysattsfactoryresultsas to the 
succession of the various beds. The sandstones, of which these rocks for the most part consist, are 
quite different at the various localitiesatwhioh they were seen. They are generally without fossils, 
though frequently containing indistinct vegetable remains, aud seem to laclt any particularly dis- 
tinctive or characteristic features. They have been so often described in the preceding pages that 
it is needless here to enlarge upon them. The lower part of the formation must be that visible on 
the Bridger Mountains, directly overlying the Jurassio. Very little is in sight, however, and the 
fossils obtained were very poor. When the rocks appear again in the valley, they are mostly the 
constantJy-recurring " somber" sandstones. At*the headwaters of Cottonwood Creek (see p. 122)t 
we obtained a few poor fossils in a bed which strati graphically was the lowest in a series of 5,000 
feet involved in a gigantic fold. One of these fossils is credited to Cretaceous No. 2 of Meek and 
Hayden. From here up, in the order of their time, the rocks have been briefly mentioned. They 
are mostly dark-colored sandstones, occasionally shales, and all nearly destitute of remains of life- 
The only suggestions of fossils are the indistinct vegetable remains before mentioned, which were 
found best preserved in the upper strata, TUe thickuess of this Cretaceous series has been esti- 
mated at 5,000 feet. Most of it is referred by Hayden, though without facts, to the doubtful " Coal 
Group, forming the transition from the Oreta«eons to the Tertiary". W^e regard them all as properly 
Cretaceons; in fact, in some of the upper strata, fossils belonging t-o No. 5 were found. As has 
already been stated, beds of red clay immediately overlie some of the lowest Cretaceous strata ; 
and, though their character is probably local and changeable, they are so noticeable where they 
occur that they deserve mention here. 

Cretaceous So. 4. — The most distinctly- marked aud characteristic member of the Ccefcaceous is 
No. 4, or the Fort Pierre clays, which have already been fully described. Their thickness was esti- 
mated at 700 to 1,000 feet. They extend from Carroll north and south for a distance of twenty -Ave 
miles from the Missouri. Further than this, they were observed below ou the river one hundred 
and fifty miles from Carroll, and from hero to the Judith Eiver a distance of two hundred miles. 
Beds referred to these take part iu the uplifted strata, both at the Judith Mountains and the Little 
Eocky Mountains, overlaid by Cretaceous No. 5, The Fort Pierre clays were not observed at any 
greater distance from the river than the points mentioned ; and this is true, although beds both 
below and above them have shared in the folding near the Bridger Mountains, From this, it is con- 
cluded that the Fort Pierre clays are limited to the immediate valley of the Missouri at this point. 
In other words, while the conditions were such as to cause an immense accumulation of mud iu what 
s now the immediate valley of the Missouri, different conditions prevailed at a greater distance 
from the river, and deposits of sandstone were going on. 

Cretaceous No. 5. — The Fox Hills Group was determined beyond all qaostiou at three points : 
at Box Elder Creek, near the Judith Mountains ; at Haymaker's Creek, near the Forks of the Mus- 
B&lhhell ; atfd ^t the mouth of the Judith Biver. The rock in each case was a sandstone, which i^ 
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characteristic of the formiitioa. Upper layers are very jellow aud ferruginous, .ind lower beds 
white and gray. The local changes are very great. At the Judith Mountains, the thickness of the 
sandstone, at a point where some estimate of its relation to the underlyiiig clays could be made, was 
thought to be about 300 feet. North of the Missouri, at the Little Eocky Monutains, sandstones 
similar to those of No. 5 were seen overlying concretions, and selenite-bearing shales, presumably 
No. 4; and heuce their existence here may be considered probable. If now Cretaceous No. 5 is 
found at two points, on either side of the river, at a minimum distance of twenty-five miles, while 
between is No. 4, and no trace of No. 5, what has become of the latter ? One fact observed may be 
mentioned in this connection: the dark clays are carried from Carroll one hundred miles and more 
down the river ; and, at some of the lower points, these clays, which appear alone in the immediate 
river-bank, have a capping at a little distance of white and yellow sandstone. This observation, 
made from the deck of the steamboat, is of little value ; but it suggests that the No. 6 may be here, 
where it belongs, directly overlying No. 4, while farther west, in the neighborhood of Carroll, it has 
been removed by the glacial flood, to be mentioned later. 

A more thorough study of the Cretaceous beds at the mouth of the Judith would no doubt have 
assisted us materially in deciding the point in doubt had we been able to give the requisite time to 
their examination. As it was, the relations of the beds were, as has been said, somewhat compli- 
cated ; and we were able to do no more than to identify by fossils the several members of the group 
exposed at that point. We found here the Fort Pierre clays in close apposition with rocks 
containing No. 5 fossils. 

No. 6. Fort Union Group. — Beds of white sandstone, containing ocxta^ional layers of a clayey 
brown aand-rock, were found at the mouth of tho Judith River, evidently overlying the beds of No. 
5, before referred to. From these deposits of sand, we obtained the vertebrfe and long bouea of 
Dinosaurs, identified by Professor Marsh as belonging very near the genns Iladrosaurus of Leidy. 
With these remains were found Unios, and, in some layers, a little lignite; the general association 
seeming to refer the deposits to the Port Union beds. Their thickness was estimated at 400 feet, 
thongh no sufficient data were collecteil to warrant any great confidence in this estimate. 

Tertiary. — Distinct tertiary strata were observed in the neighborhood of Camp Baker, and their 
relations have been so fully described that a repetition is unnecessary. It maybe mentioned, how- 
ever, that the occurrence of a Miocene lake at tliis point, with beds 250 feet thick, is a matter of 
no little interest, and opens many interesting questions as to the relations of this with the other 
well-known Miocene lakes, as also to the Pliocene beds of the Upper Missouri and the Yellowstone 
Valley. The red and yellow slates, which seem to accompany the Miocene beds of Camp Baker, 
may possibly be Lower Tertiary, althongli, as has been remarked, they are not conformable with 
the overlying beds. In the absence of any decisive facts, however, we must leave this point 
undecided. 

Quaternary. — ^More or less distinct evidence of Quaternary action was obtained at several 
points. True traveled drift was observed in the Missouri Valley alone. In Upper Yellowstone 
region, the amount of material transported has been immense; but the action is, comparatively 
speaking, local. Pine strise, presumably glacial, were seen in the cafion above the mouth of Woik 
Creek, and also in the granitic rocks near the bridge. At the latter point, the amount of trans- 
ported blocks was very large. It m.iy be of interest to note that the blocks ajjparently from this 
spot were traced south ; and some few scattered bowlders were seen within 1,500 feet of the top of 
Mount Washburne, as if the action had been in that direction. This matter lias been discussed 
for this locality by others, and we refrain from carrying it further. 

The drift at the foot of the Bridger Mountains, the Elk Range, Little Belt Mountains, Snow 
Mountains, and Judith Mountains, in many cases exceedingly abundant, is in all eases purely local ; 
almost exclusively Carboniferous limestone or trachyte. The masses and pebbles were distributed 
in the time of glacial flood, when the flow of water from these hills was very great. The action of 
this flow of water, in washing out deep valleys, has already been noticed. The special interest 
attaching to Quaternary phenomena is connected with the facts observed in the Missouri Valley, 
which have been alluded to, thongh not described in detail. North and south of the river from 
Carroll, the prairie is more or less covered with drift-pebbles and masses, whose source is not to be 
found in the neighboring ranges of hills. On the contrary, the southern limit of this dri^t is reached 
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twenty-five miles from the river and about ten miles from tbe north limit of the Judith Mountains, 
where the surface-drift changes its character and commeuces to be made up entirely of trachyte 
from Cone Butte and the neighboring hills. To the north, the limit is not so distinctly marked ; but 
it is reached within twenty miles of the river, where the trachyte of the Little Eocky Mountains 
takes its place. This drift is divided into two classes quite distinct from each other : first, we 
have the rounded pebbles, very uniformly scattered over the surface of the prairie ; and, second, 
the large, angular blocks distributed here and there at random. The pebbles are generally small, 
sometimes several inches in diameter, but more frequently much less. They are flattened, quite 
smooth, and in fact bear much the appearance of common stream-pebbles ; they are almost never 
glaciated. They show, however, the marks of the force of attrition by which they have been 
smoothed into shape, for the surface-layer of those of uniform texture is curionsly marked with 
semicircular cracks, duo to the constant blows which they have received against each other, giving 
them often quite an ornamented appearance. The material of the pebbles is 90 per cent, quartzite, 
generally yellow, sometimes dull red (jasper), and also rarely dark-colored. The remaining 10 per 
cent, is made np of material so heterogeneous that a catalogue of the varieties would be more 
curious than valuable; pieces of fossil wood, however, must be mentioned. As has been stated, 
the deposits are superficial in all cases. The material composing the drift of the second class is 
very generally a bright-red syenite; this forms masses sometimes three or four feet in thickness, 
but averaging about 18 inches. Nest in importance is a similar rock, in which the place of the 
hornblende is taken mostly by black mica ; still again, there are masses of black hornblende rock, 
a grayish syenite, but very little trne granite. All these have a very Archtean look. Masses of 
semi-crystalline limestone also occur, though not frequently. These blocks, as has been stated, are 
uniformly angular, showing little trace of wear. They are less uniformly distributed than the 



The source of these drift masses can hardly be held in doubt. Confined, as they are, to tbe 
Missouri Valley, they make it almost certain that they have been brought by running water in the 
direction of the present stream. In the flood which followed the melting of the ice, which, to a 
greater or less extent, doubtless covered the higher mountains, and at a time when the land is sup- 
posed to have been depressed, the waters may well have spread over a width of forty miles, cover- 
ing the now so nearly level prairie, and could readily have transported the smaller washed pebbles. 
The large blocks evidently demand stronger agencies, and it is diflicnlt to make any other suppo- 
sition than that they have been carried by floating ice bi'ought from the westward, from the high 
mountains which form the main divide of the Eocky Mountains, in which the red feldspar-syenites 
and tbe quartzites must have a large development. This would account for their not being rolled 
bowlders. To tlie same time of glacial floods belong the formations of the terraces seen ; especially 
those at the Little Eocky Mountains and Judith Mountains. 

Our opportunities for making observations above and below Carroll on the river were exceed- 
ingly limited. Masses of a syenitic rock were observed, here and there, down the river, prominent 
at the month of the Musselshell Eiver, and again at Fort Peck. Eunning notes from the steamboat- 
deck have little value, and not much can be based upon them. Par down the Missouri, near Bis- 
marck, eight hundred miles from Carroll, the drift bowlders are numerous, and the quaternary sands 
form deep stratified deposits. These phenomena, however, join on to those which are observed more 
and more decidedly to the eastward, and the source of whicli is to be found to the northeast. West 
of Carroll, near the mouth of the Judith Eiver, the drift just described was not observed. This 
evidence is negative merely, since, if once deposited as below, it can easily be imagined that 
subsequent denndation has obscured it. 

It is interesting to note, in connection with the facts stated in regard to the drift from the 
westward, the extended and careful observations of a similar character, made at many different 
points, by Mr. G. M. Dawson, P. U. S., and described in the "Geology and Eesources of the Eegion 
in the Vicinity of the Forty-ninth Parallel," Montreal, 1875. 

If the report in question be consulted, a full description of these interesting facts will be found. 
It is sufficient for our purposes to call attention to the great prevalence of the quartzite drift over 
the prairie far to the north of the Missouri, The general character of this drift was much the same 
[13 that fou^at! by us, and it was also referred to the Eocky Mountains as its source. 
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TEltlOD OF MOUNTAIN-ELEVATION. 

Much of the country covered by our reconnaissiinee is, in some respects, a unique one, as may 
be gathered from the remarks previously made. The prairie, deeply gullied, as it is, by the Mis- 
aouri and otlier minor streams, is, in general, of a pretty level character. The strata are horizontal, 
aud there is little evidonee of any elevation since those Cretaceous beds were laid down. Above 
the prairie, at a number of points, rise ranges of hills of no very great extent, and with an altitude 
averaging about 3,000 feet. They are seen far and near; and, rising blue and misty in the distance, 
from the dry, parched level, they are a most agreeable relief to the otherwise unbroken monotony of 
the landscape. They are important as serving to redeem the country from utter worthlessness, since 
they give rise to numbers of clear, flowing streams. The Judith Mountains, Moccasin, Highwood, 
Snow, Little Belt, aud, north of the Missouri, the Little Eocky and Bear's Paw Mountains, are the most 
prominent of these ranges. 

Eising, as described, from the level prairie, it is to be expected that they would give good sec- 
tions of the rocks which once lay horizontal over the whole of this part of the country. This would 
doubtless be true, could the relations be studied in detail in each case. In fact, however, the exten, 
sive denudation has left only remnants of once extensive formations, so that in a given spot the 
continuity has been much interrupted. Parthermore, the comraoidy occurring ejection of masses 
of igneous rocks has served as a decidedly disturbing element. 

As to the time when the elevation of our numerous mountain- ridges took place, the evidence, 
where decisive, points to the same conelnsion reached elsewhere iu the West, which indeed was to 
be expected. The time of elevation followed the close of the Cretaceous era. This is clearly seen 
at the Judith Mountains, where Cretaceous No. 5 has been involved iu the general disturbance- 
The same cannot be questioneil for the Little Eocky Mountains. The elevationof the Snow Mount- 
ains and the Little Belt Eange embraced Cretaceous deposits ; and, though it cannot be positively 
stated that the upper members of the formation came in at these points, this cannot be doubted, in 
view of the evideuce. 

The Bridger Mountains are the most interestiug and satisfactory. TUey include strata from the 
Primordial to the top of the Cretaceous ; all apparently conformable, and all elevated at one time. 
The junction of the Lower Silurian wilh the Carboniferous did not appear in that portion of the 
range examined by us. 

At the other points where the Silurian was found, we unfortunately could not observe its rela- 
tions to the overlying Carboniferous. At the Musselshell Caiion, the evidence is not conclusive ; 
but the relations seem to imply conformability from the Cretaceous down to the Primordial. At 
Camp Baker, tlie Primordial stands alone ; and we saw no evidence of the Carboniferous following 
it in the sequence of the strata, as would be expected. This fact strongly suggested to us, while on 
the ground, an earlier elevation of the Silurian ; but this cannot be regarded as of much weight, iu 
view of the fact that the extensive deposits of Miocene Tertiary may well cover up what follows and 
would otherwise bo exposed. 
IS w 
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BESCRIPTIONS OF NEW SPECIES OF FOSSILS. 



Genus OREPICEPHALUS, Owen. 
CKEI'ICEPHALUS (LOGAHELLUS) MONTANENSIS, 11. sp. 
Plate 1, figs. 1 aud 2. 
Glabella and fixed cheeks, wben united, subqnadrangnlar in ontliiie, coutracted across tlio eyes, 
and abruptly expanding in front. Glabella iiarrowly conical, moderately tapering anteriorly, some- 
what sqaarely trnncato in front, strongly elevated, and gibbons in the middle and along the central 
line, marked by three pairs of lateral furrows, wljich are directed obliquely backward at their inner 
ends ; anterior pair very short, and placed near the anterior end of the glabella. OceipitaV furrow 
only moderately strong. Fixed cheek rather narrow, notexeeedingone-tLird the width of the glabella. 
Bye-lobes proportionally large. Frontal limb long, equaling half the length of the glabella. No 
perceptible anterior rim can be detected on the part preserved. Ocular ridges distinct. Posterior 
lateral limbs long and narrow, their lateral extension about equal to the width of the glabella. 

The species is known only by tlio glabella and fixed cheeks, the latter imperfect; but the form 
is 80 unlike any other of the genus described that there eim be no difficulty in recognizing it. The 
extreme elevation of the glabella is a marked feature. 

Locality and formation. — In limestone of the Potsdam Group overlying quartzite near Oiimp 
Baker, Montana, 

Genus AEIONBLLU8, Barrande. 

Arionbllus teipunotatus, n. sp. 

Plate 1, figs. 3-5. 

Specimens consisting only of the central parts of the head and separated movable cheeks. 

Glabella conical, the height above the occipital furrow equal to the greatest width at the fur- 
row; anteriorendrounded, as wide as two-thirdsof the length above theoccipital farrow; margins 
defined by strong, well-defined dorsal furrows; surface moderately convex, and very faintly angular 
along the median line; marked by three pairs of very faint lateral furrows, which are directed 
obliquely backward at their inner ends ; occipital furrow deep, extending entirely across the base 
of the head ; occipital ring moderately strong, and projecting backward in a central spiue of unde- 
termined length. 

Fixed cheeks narrow and prominent, but rapidly sloping to the margins in front of the small, 
prominent and somewhat pointed palpebral lobes. Frontal limb short, rapidly narrowing at the 
sides, in front of the eyes, to the anterior furrow, which is deep and strong ; anterior to the furrow 
the limb is suddenly contracted and subangular in the middle ; bottom of the furrow marked be- 
tween the sutural margins by three deep well-marked pits. Postero-lateral limbs narrow at their 
origin, beyond which they are unknown. 

•The tjpes of all tbo speuies here dosctibed are iu the I'eiiboiiy Mtiseuni of Yale College, Now llaveii, Couu. 
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Facial sutures dicected forward on a line with the oyo for a short distance, when they are 
directed inward with a strong curvature to the anterior furrow, in front of which they converge 
more rapidly, and, meeting in the median line, give an angular form to the frontal limb when the 
movable cheeks are absent. Movable checks subtriangnlar, exclusive of the posterior spinej cen- 
tral area convex; marginal rim strongly i-ounded and gradually widening irom the front, posteriorly 
to the origin of the spine, which is of moderate strength, and as long as the glabella and frontal 
limb of the head. Surface of the movable cheeks covered with strong granules. The glabella and 
fixed cheeks liave been similarly marked, judging from the pnstnlose surface of the cast of these 
parts. Thorax and pygidium unknown. The snrface-strncture, together with the -well-inarked pits 
in the frontal furrow, will serve to distinguish this from any other known species. 

Formation and locality. — In limestones of the Potsdam Group; a.t Moss Agate Springs near 
Camp Baker, Montana. 

Genus GRYPTI^A, Lam. 

Grvph^a PLANOOOHVEXA, ri. Sp. 

Plate 2, figs. 9 A. 10. 

Shell of medium size; general outline more or less orbicular, or with a straightened cardina 
margin ; transverse section planoconvex. Lower valve more or less rounded, often quite ventricose, 
but sometimes depressed-convex ; beak small and narrow-pointed or truncate, usually somewhat 
twisted, projecting slightly beyond the line of the hinge, and often incurved close to the cardinal 
border. Upper valve flat or slightly concave, smaller than the other. Ligamental area of the 
lower valve small; cartilage-groove narrow. Muscular imprints reniform, eccentric. Substance 
of the shell rather thin and nacreous ; surface roughly lamellose. 

The form of the shell as seen in several individuals strongly resembles that of an Anomia; but 
on splitting oi>en one of the specimens, it revealed the features of a Grypliwa. The general form 
and characters are so distinct from any known species from rocks of Jurassic age that it may be 
readily recognized. 

Formation and locality. — In rocks of Jurassic ago in the Bridger Mountains, Montana ; asso- 
ciated with Gamptoneetes helUtriata. G. extenwatus, Gervillta ereeta M. & H., and Fleuroniya mhcovi- 
presxa^ Myaeites {I'leuromya) suhcompressa Meek. 

Genua GERVILLIA, Defmnce. 

GeRVII-LIA SPARSALIIiATA, n. sp. 

Plato9, Bg, a 

Shell small, much below a medium size, very oblique, and rather slender; the axis of the body 
of the shell forming an angle of not more than twenty to twenty-two degrees with the car- 
dinal lino. Anterior wing not determined, but apparently very small or obsolete; posterior 
wing proportionally long and narrow, the surface flattened and the outer angle very obtuse ; body 
of the shell convex, the left valve much the most rotund, scarcely or not at all curved in its direc- 
tion. Anterior margin slightly convex; basal margin rounded. Surface of the left valve marked 
by about five comparatively strong radii, with wider interspaces, those along the middle of the 
valpe strongest and most distant; also by well marked, crowded, concentric Hues, which are more 
distinct in crossing the radii than between, and on the posterior wing are directed toward the hinge 
in an almost direct line. Right valve less convex than the left and the markings less distinct. 

This species somewhat closely resembles G. montaiiensis Meek {Geol. Surv. of the Territ's, 1872, 
p. 472), but differs very materially in the smaller angle formed by the body of the shell with the 
hinge-line, and also in the greater length of the hinge. It is possible it may be only a strongly 
marked variety of that species, but this can only be satisfactorily determined by more and better 
specimens. At present, howevei", it seems impossible to identify it with that one. 

Formation and locality. — In rock of Jurassic age at Bridger Mountains, Montana; associated 
with characteristic fossils of that formation. 
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Genus MYALINA, De Koniiwlc. 

MyALINA? (OkUVILLIA) I'lilll'LANA, 0, Sp. 
Plate],lig. 8. 

Shell rutlier above a meiliiim siae and erect, elongate quadrangular iti outline, with a roundetl 
basal margin; anterior and posterior borders subparallel, slightly diverging from the cardinal 
margin toward the basal line, which is rather sharply rounded ; height of the shell nearly or twice 
as great as the greatest length in au anterior and posterior direction, and the cardinal border nearly 
two-thirds as lODg as the greatest length of the shell. Surface of the left valve very depressed- 
convex, the anterior umbonal ridge being low and rounded a little within the anterior margin of 
the shell; beak small, compressed, not projecting beyond the hinge-line. Saifa<!0 marked by low 
rounded undulations, on the body of the shell, parallel with the lines of growth, which become sharper 
thread-like lines along the postero-cardinal border. 

The depiessed and flattened shell, with the subparatlel margins and erect form, will readily serve 
to identify the species. It is possible that the species may prove to be more nearly related to 
the genus Gervillia than to Myalina on the examination of other and better specimens; the surface- 
lining of the shell very closely resembles species of that genus, and the posterior wing is somewhat 
unlike MyaKiia, while its erect form is quite unlike Gervillia. 

Formation and locality. — In rocks of Jurassic age iit liriilger Mountains, Montana ; associated 
with well-known Jurassic fossils. 

Genus PINNA, Linn. 

Pinna Ludlovi, n, n[>. 



Shell elongate-triangular, very gradually increasing in wiiUh from the beaks toward the base; 
the dorsal and byssal margins diverging at an angle of but little more than twenty degrees. Dor- 
sal margin straight^ as long as, or longer than the body of the shell ; bastil margin, judging from the 
lines of growth, nearly at right angles to the dorsal margin for a shoib distance, then directed, 
with a rapidly increasing curvature, to the byssal border. Apex and umbones unknown. Surface 
of the valves angularly convex, the left one the most venbricose, and the aiigularitj' quite percepti- 
ble. Both valves are marked, except for a narrow space along the i)yssal margin, i>y numerous, 
very distinct, and somewhat flexnons radiating ribs, strongest in the middle of the shell, and 
decreasing in strength toward each margin ; about twenty-two to twenty-four of the ribs may be 
counted across the middle of the shell on the specimen figured, most of which are marked along 
the middle by a distinctly-depressed line. Ooncentric lines distinctly marked and often forming 
undulations in crossing the radii. Evidence of minute, scattered, spine-lilse projections exists upon 
the surface of the radii. Transverse section across the closed valves angularly elliptical; the 
relative diameters about as one and two. 

The strongly -radiated surface and duplicated ribs are features that will readily distinguish this 
from other described species. 

Formation and locality. — In limestones of the Coal Measures, in the eauon of the Mussclybell, 
Montana. 

Genus TAPES, Miihlf. 

Tapes m©ntambhsis, n. sp. 

I'late 2, figs. 1 and 9. 
Shell small, transversely elongate-elliptical, the length being a little more than twice as great 
as the height; valves very depressed-convex ; beaks subcentral, a little nearer the anterior end, 
very depressed and inconspicuous, scarcely rising above the general slope of the cardinal border; 
extremities sharply rounde<l, the anterior end broadest ; basal margin broadly rounded, but a little 
more arcuate than the cardinal border. Surface of the shell smooth, and presenting the appearance 
of having been polished, with scarcely perceptible linos of growth: 
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We kuow of 110 described fossil shell very closely resembling this one. T. Wyoniingensis 
Meek is perhaps the most closely related, but differs conspicuously in the position of the beaks, 
which, in that one, are situated only about one-fourth of the length from the anterior end, while in 
this they are nearly central. 

Locality and formation. — In Cretaceous strata itear the mouth of tlie Judith River, Montana, 
iu beds apparently overlying the Fort Pierre shales. 

Geuns MACTBA, Linn. 

Mactea maia, n.sp. 

Plate 9, fig. 5. 

Shell small, siibtriangular iu outline, with Inoderately convex valves. Anterior and posterior 
cardinal slopes nearly equal, the anterior side a little the longest and lees abrupt ; concave between 
the beak and the anterior end, while the posterior margin is convex. Anterior extremity narrow, 
rather strongly rounding upward from the basal margin; posterior extremity subangalar ; basal 
line very convex, slightly emarginate just within the posterior angle; beak short, broad, and 
obtusely pointed, the apex minute, curving, and closely appressed. Body of the shell somewhat 
regularly convex from beak to base, marked by a strong, subangular, posterior nmboual ridge, 
behind which the shell slopes abruptly to the margin, and just within which there is a veryfaintly 
depressed sulcus extending from below the umbo to the basal line. Anterior umboual ridge 
rounded aud abrupt. 

The specimen from which the description is taken is a partial cast, so that the surface is uot per- 
fectly seen ; it appears, however, to have been nearly smooth, or with only fine lines of growth. The 
hinge characters are not clearly made out; the posterior lateral tooth, however, is seen to be long 
and slender, reaching nearly one-half of the distance between the beak and posterobasal angle- 
The pallial sinus is somewhat rounded, slightly directed upward, and extends nearly to, or more than 
oue-third of the length of the shell from the posterior end. 

This species is very similar in general expression to M. inconipUi White, MS., but differs in 
being longest anterior to the beaks, while the reverse is the case with that species. 

Formatioji and locality. — In beds of tlie Cretaceous formation believed to overlie the Fort Pierre 
shales near the mouth of the Judith River. 

Genus SANG UINOL ARIA, Lam. 

Sawguiholaeia oblata, n. sp. 

Plate 2, figs. 3 and 4. 
Shell small, transversely broa4-elliptieal or suboval, widest anterior to the middle of the length, 
where the width is equal to about two-thirds of the length; extremities broadly rounded, the pos- 
terior one most sharply curved ; basal margin strongly rounded, most abruptly so anterior to the 
middle of its length ; cardinal margin much less strongly rounded than the basal border, slightly 
contracted xtosterior to the beaks, which are small, compressed, and but slightly projecting beyond 
the cardinal border. Surface of the left valve very depressed-convex, most strongly curved across 
the shell from beak to base, and, judging from the form, has been more convex than the right 
valve; posterior end marked by a very faint sulcus passing from behind the beaks to the postero- 
cardinal margin. 

Snrface of the shell marked by flue concentric undulation? and liner lines of growth, 
Formation amd looaiiiy. — In sandy limestone of Cretaceous age near the mouth of the Judith 
River, overlying the Fort Pierre shales. 

Genus THRACIA, Leach. 

'I'hkACIA (COMMYA) GRTNNELLt, U. sp. 

Plate 2, £gB. G aud 7. 

Shell of medium size, transversely broad suboval, nearly equilateral, slightly inequivalve, and 

apparently a little gaping posteriorly. Basal margin of the shell forming a regular elliptical curve 
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between tlie points of greatest length; dorsal margin less regalar than the basal, slightly con- 
tracted behind the beaks; antarior side somewhat rapidly eloping for two-thirds of the distance 
between the beaiss and anterior extremity; extremities sharply rounded, a little less abruptly 
above than below the middle of the height. Beaks of moderate size, rather broad, slightly pro- 
jecting above the cardinal line, that of the right valve the largest and extending beyond the left. 
External ligament small, prominent, and situated close behind the beaks. 

Surface of the valves moderately convex, and apparently a little bent in an anterior and pos- 
terior direction ; the left valve being the most convex. (This is the opiwslte from what is usually 
the ca^e.) Valves marked by distinct but irregular and somewhat crowded concentric undulations, 
and also by a slightly depressed, obliiiue, somewhat curving sulcus extending from behind the 
beaks to the postero-basal border, which itscarcely modifies. Internal features and hinge-sti'ucture 
unknown. 

The shell bears considerable resemblance to Thraeia Frouti Meek and Hayden {=Tellma Front 
M. & H., Proc. A. N. S. Phil., vol. 8, p. 82), but is less contracted posterior to the beaks, and the 
dorsal margin slopes more rapidly anteriorly, the shell being less full and rouuded on this pait; 
the beaks aie also larger, and project above the cardinal line more than in that one ; the'basal line 
is also more regularly curved, that one rounding upward more strongly in front and less so behind, 
giving a straighter postero-basal margin. 

Formation and locality. — In rocks of Cretaceous age at the mouth of the Judith Eiver, Mon- 
tana, which overlie the Fort Pierre shales of that locality. 

Genus YANIKOEOPSIS, Meek. 
Vanucoeopsis Toumeyaha. 

Plate2, figs. 11-13. 

Natica Toumeyana, M. & H., Proc. A. N. S. Phil., vol. viii, p. 270, 1850. 

N'atioopsis? Toumeyana, M. & n., ib., vol. xii, p. 433. — Meek, Smithsonian Check-List, Invert. 

Foss., p. IS, 1864. 
Vanikoropsis Toumei/ana, Meek, Pal. U. 8. Geo!. Surv. Territ., p. 33J, pi. 39, flg. 2. 

Shell rather large, naticoid in form, subglobose and a little oblique, composed of about four 
very ventricose, but not inflated volutions ; spire short, depressed, couical, the slope of the spire 
inclosing an angle of about one hundred and five degrees ; sutnre-line deep and well pronounced ; 
body-volntion forming more than two-thirds of the entire height of the shell ; aperture broadly 
oval, rounded, and very slightly extended below, a little straightened on the columellar side, and 
slightly modiflod above by the preceding volution ; columellar lip thickened and spreading on the 
body of the preceding volution, and covering but not concealing the umbilicus, or forming a true 
callus. Umbilicus small and deep. 

Surface of the two outer volutions marked by strong, trausverse undnlatious, or ridges, par- 
allel to the margin of the aperture, and numbering about fifteen on the outer whorl ; also, by 
coarse, revolving bands which cross the undulations and have slightly flattened interspaces ; four 
of the bands occupying the space of about one-fourth of an inch on the middle of the outer 
volutiou. Substance of the shell very thick and solid. 

When describing this species, we had supposed it to be entirely new, not having recognized it 
in the description of the imperfect individual used by Mr. Meek ; but, on seeing his figure above 
cited, we suspect it may only be a more strongly marked individual of that species, and, although 
no direct comparison has been made, we do not hesitate to consider it iu that light. It differs, 
however, in being more elevated and in the stronger vertical folds. 

Formation and locality. — In beds of Cretaceous age overlying the Fort Pierre shales near the 
mouth of the Judith River, Montana, 
19 w 
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EXPLANATION OF PLATE I. 

CjtEI'ICEI'MALUS (IjOGAHELLOS) MONTANESaiS. 

Paw 

Fig, 1. View of the glabella and fixed cteeks partly restored inontline 141 

Fig. 2. ProlUe of the same, show: ug the elevation of tbe middle portion 141 

Amonbllus tkipdsctatus. 

Fig. 3. View of the glaliella and fixed cheeks, sbowing the form and snrface-maikiugs .- 141 

Figs. 4 and i3, Jjoft and right movable cheeks of the speoies 141 

Pjnka Lowxjvi. 
Fig. 6. View of the right side of tbe epeoimeu described, sbowing the railii, with thoir oharaotcristtc fliiplica- 

tiou3 143 

Fig. 7. View of the specimen looking upon tbe cardinal line, sboiving tbe convexity of tbe shell ,. 143 

MVAUNA (GeSVILLIa) PEItPLANA. 

Fig. 8. View of the spocimeu, with the basal portion restored, according to the lines of growth 143 

GaxFiiMA rLisocOMVi'.SA. 
Fig, 0. View of a lower valve, retaining a portion of tbe shell and showing the bcalu, T!ie lower part of tbe 

specimen is wholly an internal cast, and shows tbe form and position of tbe muscnlat impression 142 

Fig, 10. View of the under surface of the specimen as seen -when separated from tbe shell of the smaller valve, 

showing tbe cartilage-area of the lower valve and the mnscular imprint of tbe smaller one 142 
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NEW SPECIES OF FOSSILS 
Capt- "Wm., Ludlow's "E:i^. to Tellowstone Parli, 1875. 
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EXPLANATION OF PLATE II. 

Tapes moittanhnsis. 



Fig. I. View of Iho loft valve, natural aizf 
Fig. 3. Tho same enlarged, showing tlie a 



SANGUINOLAEU OBLfM 



Fig, 3. View of a left valve, natural size iH 

Fig. 4. View ol the same, enlarged to show more distinctly the form 144 

MaCTRA MAI a. 

Fig. 5. View of a left valve, enlarged, sbowiiig tlio gonoral form of tlio eliell, tUo impreaaion left by tlie removal 

of the posterior lateral tooth, and the ainus of the pallial line 144 

TORACIA (CORIMYA) GRIXKELW. 

Fig. 6. View of the right side of the specimen 144 

Fig. 7. Cardinal view of the same, ahowing the beading of the valves 144 

GERYIIXIA 8VAS81LISA.TA. 

Fig. 8. View of the left side of the specimen described; the posterior end restored in outline 142 

Gryph.^a f 



Fig. 9. Cai'diual view of a very eouves lower valve, showing the curved heak, which is truncated by attachment 

to some foreign substance .^, 14U 

Fig. 10. View of the exterior of same, showing the 'general form 142 

VAUIICOROrSiS TOOMEYANA. 

Figs. 11 and 12. Views of the opposite sides of the specimen described, showing the characters of the shell; the 

latter figure showing the aperture as seen on the specimen broken and imperfect 145 

Fig. 13. A restored figure, showing what would appear to be the form of the aperture when complete. Tlie 

nmbilious is shown as seen in the specimen when turned more to the right than in fig. 19 14!i 
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(dit-^'-ii Lull ' Pt tr ifllowstone Park, 1875 
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